
IRF Roundtable Pakistan Calls for Action to
End Religious Discrimination, Forced
Conversions

KARACHI, SINDH, PAKISTAN, May 2,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

International Religious Freedom (IRF)

Roundtable Pakistan convened an

urgent consultation where grave

concerns were expressed over the

continued patterns of religious

discrimination, misuse of blasphemy

laws, forced conversions, forced

marriages, and the targeting of

minority women and children. 

The gathering reviewed the current

status of religious minorities in

Pakistan, and brought together faith

leaders, human rights advocates,

journalists, and civil society

representatives to call for stronger

protections for Christians, Hindus,

Sikhs, and all vulnerable religious

minority communities.

“As faith leaders, human rights

advocates, and citizens of Pakistan, we

believe there must be no

discrimination on the basis of religion,”

said Kashif Mirza, Director of IRF

Roundtable Pakistan. “Children have

become among the worst victims of

religious discrimination. This must

stop. Pakistan must protect every child, every woman, and every minority citizen equally under

the law.”

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://irf.org.pk/


The consultation also highlighted

recent legislative developments,

including the introduction of minority-

rights and communal-property

protection bills in Punjab by Christian

legislator Falbous Christopher, as well

as the passage of the National

Commission for Minorities Rights Bill

2025 by Pakistan’s Parliament in

December 2025. Participants

welcomed these steps but stressed

that legislation must be matched by

real enforcement, accountability, and

protection on the ground.

Anila Ali, Co-Chair of IRF Roundtable

Pakistan and President of AMMWEC,

called for urgent action to end forced

conversions and forced marriages.

“Any change of religion or belief must

be truly free from coercion, and

marriage must be based on full and

free consent,” Ali said. “That is not

possible when the victim is a child.

Pakistan must protect minority girls,

hold perpetrators accountable, and

ensure that the law never rewards

abduction, coercion, or abuse.”

The meeting also echoed concerns

raised by international religious

freedom experts, who have warned of

continued and widespread patterns of

abduction and forced religious

conversion through marriage affecting

women and girls from minority

communities in Pakistan. They raised

concern over the misuse of blasphemy

laws, including reports that hundreds

of individuals have been falsely accused through organized schemes of blackmail, intimidation,

and extortion.



IRF Roundtable Pakistan urged the Government of Pakistan to address the root causes of forced

conversion and forced marriage, including gender inequality, poverty, social exclusion,

discrimination against religious minorities, religious intolerance, weak enforcement of the law,

and the culture of impunity that allows such abuses to continue.

The consultation concluded with a collective call for Pakistan to strengthen legal protections,

ensure accountability, protect minority places of worship and communal property, safeguard

women and children, and uphold the constitutional promise of equality for all citizens.

About IRF Roundtable Pakistan

The International Religious Freedom Roundtable Pakistan is a non-partisan, multi-faith platform

dedicated to promoting freedom of religion, interfaith harmony, and minority rights within

Pakistan. It serves as a bridge between civil society, religious leaders, and government officials to

address violence against minorities and strengthen Pakistan’s social fabric.
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