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O'Connor discusses how Denton County

businesses soar 25.4% in market value.

HOUSTON, TX, UNITED STATES, May 5,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- 

While Harris County may be the largest

in Texas, and Travis might be the

trendiest, it is the DFW area that is

seeing some of the most explosive

growth. Made up of Dallas, Tarrant,

Collin, and Denton counties, among

others, millions of people and

countless major companies call the

area home. Denton County has

established itself as one of the most in-

demand suburbs in the country and

has consequently seen property values

triple since 2014. While much of that

growth is thanks to organic improvement, aggressive appraisal by the Denton Central Appraisal

District (DCAD) is certainly part of the equation as well. To counteract this, the people of Denton

have been using property tax protests in record numbers.

Denton Homes Grow by 2.7%

In 2025, Denton County residential real estate increased by 5.6%. 2026 built upon that with an

additional 2.7%, which translated into a final total of $158.05 billion. Despite the increase, the

largest source of value, homes worth between $250,000 and $500,000, dropped 0.1% to total

$58.17 billion. This was the only negative number, however, and the second place category of

those worth $500,000 to $750,000 jumped 1.9% to $43.02 billion. It was more expensive homes

that forced the overall total to rise, including 3.1% for homes worth between $750,000 and $1

million, and 6.5% for those worth between $1 million and $1.5 million. Soaring 13.3%, homes

worth over $1.5 million totaled $13.42 billion. Homes worth less than $250,000 added 1.5%, but
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totaled only $4 billion.

The largest source of residential real estate value in the county came from homes measuring

between 6,000 and 7,999 square feet. These homes reached $94.77 billion following an increase

of 2.2%. Jumping 5.1%, homes between 2,000 and 3,999 square feet took third place with $24.86

billion. The smallest residences edged up 0.4% for a final sum of $33.57 billion. Though they

added an astonishing 25.9% in value, homes between 4,000 and 5,999 square feet only

accounted for $1.71 billion. Surging 11.5%, true mansions accounted for $3.14 billion.

Due to Denton becoming a trendy county only in the past decade or so, it should come as no

surprise that it leans heavily on recent construction as a source of value. 50% of all value was

built between 2001 and 2020, a total of $79.47 billion. This timeframe did see a slight retreat at

0.4%. New construction boomed by 17%, totaling $28.14 billion. Those built from 1981 to 2000

saw a small increase of 0.3%, reaching $38.88 billion. Raw land surged by 34.7%, but only

accounted for $201.45 million. The remaining timeframes combined for only 7% of the overall

value.

44% of Denton Homes Could be Overvalued

In 2025, it was estimated that DCAD had overvalued around 36% of homes. Despite an

aggressive appeal campaign in 2025, it seems that these numbers only increased. In 2026, it was

estimated that 44% of homes in Denton County were overvalued. While this is moving in the

wrong direction, it does show that even more protests will be necessary in the county in 2026

and into the near future.

Denton County Business Value Surges Over 25%

Commercial real estate stole the show in 2025, adding a staggering 26.4%. 2026 was close

behind, adding 25.4%, resulting in a final tally of $44.30 billion. The main reason for the increase

was a staggering increase of 31.3% for business real estate worth over $5 million. This resulted in

a final total of $30.33 billion, up from $23.56 billion. Surging by 16.1%, those worth between $1

million and $5 million accounted for $9.46 billion. Small businesses jumped 4.7% to $1.74 billion,

while those worth between $500,000 and $1 million grew 10.7% to $2.16 billion.

No matter the type, all business property surged over 20% in 2026. Apartments added 20.9%,

which translated into a final sum of $19.99 billion. These were followed by raw land, which

soared 31.8% to $15.28 billion. Retail added 22.4% to achieve $3.83 billion, while offices grew

28.2% to $2.88 billion. Warehouses surged 27% to $1.70 billion. Though the smallest category,

even hotels added 26.7%.

Businesses had an even larger recency bias than homes did. Shooting up 22.4%, buildings from

2001 to 2020 accounted for $14.50 billion. Jumping 17.3%, those from 1981 to 2000 reached

$8.18 billion. New construction soared 68.4% to $7.78 billion. Raw land added 10.4%, which



resulted in a final total of $11.79 billion. The remaining timeframes saw large increases, but only

accounted for about 5% of the overall value.

Commercial Property Across the Nation Falls 7%

While DCAD appraised commercial property across the county as having surged 25.4%, the

Federal Reserve of St. Louis (FRED) released a study showing that business value across the

nation had actually fallen 7%. While Texas has fared far better than most of the nation after the

pandemic, the FRED numbers should still give business owners pause. DCAD had assessed

values as having risen over 25% for two consecutive years, which could be overly aggressive. This

leaves plenty of ambiguity for a possible property tax protest.

Apartments Add Over $3 Billion in Taxable Value

Like most urban and suburban counties, the largest category of business value was apartments

at $19.99 billion. This was possible thanks to a surge of 20.9% in just one year. Adding 12.5%, the

largest source of value was buildings constructed from 2001 to 2020, with $8.44 billion. New

construction thundered up the charts with an increase of 55.3%, and reached a total of $5.36

billion. Those constructed from 1981 to 2000 added 9.8% to total $5.48 billion. The remaining

timeframes accounted for only 3% of the overall total, but still saw impressive increases.

DCAD only broke apartments down into two categories. Garden apartments were responsible

for $19.86 billion, following an increase of 20.9%. Plex units contributed $130.23 million following

a jump of 24.8%.

Offices Rise by 28.2%

Offices across the nation have struggled since the pandemic, but that has not stopped DCAD

from assessing higher values. Offices surged 28.2% in noticed market value in 2026, totaling

$2.88 billion. In 2025, offices increased by 29.4%. 50% of all value was built from 2001 to 2020,

accounting for $1.61 billion after a jump of 21.8%. Offices built from 1981 to 2000 were in

second place with $700.18 million after increasing by 36.7%. New construction soared 51.2% to

$315.64 million. Older timeframes saw strong growth, though they contributed less than $250

million combined.

There were only two categories of offices. Office buildings jumped 29.9% to $2.18 billion. Medical

offices saw an increase of 23.3%, resulting in a final sum of $698.73 million.

Retail Spaces Expand by 22.4%

Retail stores recovered from the pandemic and then some, gaining 22.4% in value, reaching a

total of $3.83 billion. The time of construction pattern established earlier saw no deviation. 59%

of the total was thanks to those built from 2001 to 2020, which translated into $2.27 billion.



Those from 1981 to 2000 jumped 20.8% to $843.66 million. New construction added 25.1%,

reaching $419.99 million, roughly 11% of the total. The remaining timeframes combined for

around 8% of the total.

Keeping with Texas tradition, strip centers took a commanding lead after an increase of 19%,

resulting in a final tally of $2.16 billion. Neighborhood shopping centers added 21.3% for a final

tally of $962.79 million. Shopping centers grew by 43.7%, but only achieved a final number of $1

million. Malls surged 37.7% to $544.12 million. Big box stores grew by 30.7%, but only reached

$163.60 million.

Warehouses Combine for Over $1.7 Billion in Value

Despite a meteoric rise of 27%, warehouses combined for just $1.7 billion. They followed the

same pattern of construction established earlier, with the biggest chunk of value being built

from 2001 to 2020. This was $753.46 million following an increase of 30.4%. Those from 1981 to

2000 took second place with $470.64 million. New construction accounted for 23% of the total,

jumping 26.4% to $385.78 million. All other timeframes accounted for roughly 6%.

DCAD only used two categories for warehouses. Office warehouses were responsible for $897.82

million, following an increase of one third. Generic warehouses added 20.8% to total $806.43

million.

About O'Connor:

O’Connor is one of the largest property tax consulting firms, representing 185,000 clients in 49

states and Canada, handling about 295,000 protests in 2024, with residential property tax

reduction services in Texas, Illinois, Georgia, and New York. O’Connor’s possesses the resources

and market expertise in the areas of property tax, cost segregation, commercial and residential

real estate appraisals. The firm was founded in 1974 and employs a team of 1,000 worldwide.

O’Connor’s core focus is enriching the lives of property owners through cost effective tax

reduction. 

Property owners interested in assistance appealing their assessment can enroll in O’Connor’s

Property Tax Protection Program ™. There is no upfront fee, or any fee unless we reduce your

property taxes, and easy online enrollment only takes 2 to 3 minutes.
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