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by PAYTON SKYWARD

Payton Skyward delivers a gripping sequel that blends

suspense, sisterhood, and power as overlooked women

reclaim their voices and confront buried truths.

NEW YORK CITY, NY, UNITED STATES, May 4, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- A bold and electrifying addition to

the thriller genre, Blood Memory: A Dark Crone Thriller

(The Rise of the Crone) by Payton Skyward is captivating

readers with its haunting atmosphere and unapologetic

exploration of power, memory, and resilience. As the

second installment in The Rise of the Crone series, the

novel deepens a chilling narrative rooted in mystery,

generational strength, and long-buried secrets.

Set in the enigmatic town of Ashvale Crossing, the story

follows Amelia Lyris as she arrives in a place where the

past is anything but forgotten. The town carries a

disturbing legacy of women who have vanished without

explanation, their stories erased over time. Yet beneath

the surface lies a quiet resistance. At the center of the

unfolding mystery is the Crone and the Circle of Knowing,

a group of older women long dismissed and

underestimated, who have spent years observing,

gathering truths, and preparing for a moment of reckoning.

As Amelia is drawn deeper into the town’s dark history, she uncovers ritualistic deaths, hidden

patterns, and a network of knowledge that challenges everything she thought she understood.

The tension builds steadily, revealing a narrative that is as psychologically intense as it is

suspenseful. Skyward skillfully intertwines elements of mystery and empowerment, crafting a

story where the boundaries between past and present blur and where silence is no longer an

option.

The inspiration behind Blood Memory reflects a powerful response to societal narratives

http://www.einpresswire.com


surrounding age and relevance. Skyward explores the idea that strength does not diminish over

time but instead evolves, becoming sharper and more intentional. Through the lens of the Crone

and her circle, the novel redefines what it means to hold power, placing wisdom, experience, and

collective memory at the forefront of resistance.

This book resonates strongly with readers who crave thrillers that go beyond surface-level

suspense. It speaks to women who have been overlooked or underestimated, offering a

narrative that is both validating and empowering. With its fierce tone and layered storytelling,

the novel invites readers to reconsider assumptions about age, identity, and influence.

Payton Skyward emerges as a distinctive and fearless voice in contemporary fiction, blending

dark storytelling with meaningful commentary. His work reflects a commitment to elevating

narratives that challenge convention while delivering a compelling and immersive reading

experience.

As Blood Memory: A Dark Crone Thriller continues to gain attention, it stands as both a gripping

mystery and a powerful statement on reclaiming voice and visibility. The story delivers not only

suspense but a sense of awakening that lingers long after the final page.

The book is available at:

https://a.co/d/0i8Z8Sim

For review copies, interview requests, or additional information, please contact:

Payton Skyward

BrightKey PR

aginginplace@comcast.net
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