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As remodeling activity rises across

Monterey County, a licensed general

contractor outlines what homeowners

should consider before hiring

MONTEREY, CA, UNITED STATES, May 7,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Palacios

Construction, a licensed residential

general contractor based in Monterey,

California, is responding to increased

homeowner inquiries about residential

remodeling and construction services

by clarifying what qualifications,

processes, and practices homeowners

should prioritize when evaluating a

construction company in Monterey

County.

With residential remodeling activity

continuing at elevated levels across

California, homeowners in the region

are navigating a more complex contractor market than in previous years. Rising project costs,

longer wait times for skilled labor, and stricter permitting requirements, particularly under

California's 2025 Energy Code, which took effect January 1, 2026, have made the decision of

selecting the right contractor more consequential than it has been in recent memory.

Homeowners in this area

are doing more research

before they hire”

Christian Palacios

Palacios Construction serves homeowners throughout

Monterey County, including Monterey, Pacific Grove,

Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pebble Beach, Marina, Seaside, Salinas,

Sand City, Del Rey Oaks, Carmel Valley, and Prunedale. The

company specializes in kitchen remodeling, bathroom

remodeling, home additions, ADU and JADU construction,

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://palaciosconstructionca.com/
https://palaciosconstructionca.com/
https://palaciosconstructionca.com/whole-home-renovations/
https://palaciosconstructionca.com/whole-home-renovations/
https://palaciosconstructionca.com/home-additions-adus/


and outdoor living structures including decks, patios, and pergolas.

What to Look for in a Monterey County Construction Company

As homeowner demand increases, so does the importance of evaluating contractors carefully

before signing a contract. Palacios Construction has identified several factors that Monterey

County homeowners should consider when selecting a residential construction company:

Licensing and Insurance Verification

A licensed general contractor in California holds an active license issued by the Contractors State

License Board (CSLB). Homeowners can verify a contractor's license status, classification, and

bonding information directly through the CSLB's public lookup tool. A valid license is not simply a

formality, it is a component of California's consumer protection framework that determines who

can legally perform and oversee construction work, pull building permits, and take responsibility

for inspections and code compliance.

Permit Responsibility

In California, a licensed general contractor typically serves as the permit holder for residential

remodeling projects, which means they are responsible for submitting plans, scheduling

inspections, and ensuring the work passes all required reviews. Homeowners should be cautious

of any contractor who asks the homeowner to pull the permit, as this shifts legal and financial

responsibility in ways many homeowners do not anticipate. In Monterey County, residential

projects may require coordination with multiple agencies, including local building departments

and, where plumbing fixtures are being added or relocated, the Monterey Peninsula Water

Management District.

Budget Transparency

Project costs for residential remodeling in Monterey County have been shaped by persistent

labor cost pressures and materials variability. A construction company that provides clear,

itemized proposals, including realistic allowances for finishes and fixtures, gives homeowners

the information they need to make informed decisions before work begins. Vague estimates or

lowball numbers that shift significantly once construction starts are a common source of

homeowner dissatisfaction.

Process and Communication Standards

Homeowners consistently identify project communication as one of the most important factors

in their remodeling experience. A construction company with defined communication practices,

including regular project updates, a documented change-order process, and clear timelines,

reduces the uncertainty that often accompanies major home improvement work.

Local Knowledge and Code Awareness

Effective residential construction in Monterey County requires familiarity with local permitting

agencies, water district requirements, and California's current energy code standards. Projects

involving kitchen ventilation, plumbing changes, or home additions may trigger requirements



that contractors unfamiliar with the region are not equipped to handle without delays or

corrections.

"Homeowners in this area are doing more research before they hire," said Christian Palacios.

"We are seeing more questions about licensing, permits, and how we handle budgets. Those are

the right questions to ask, and we think the region benefits when contractors are prepared to

answer them clearly."

A Shifting Landscape for Residential Construction

The residential construction market in Monterey County reflects broader conditions affecting

California and the nation. More homeowners are choosing to invest in their existing properties

rather than move, and many projects are driven by practical needs, updating aging kitchens and

bathrooms, creating multigenerational living space, or adding an ADU to accommodate family or

generate rental income.

At the same time, the regulatory environment is becoming more involved. California's updated

energy code now applies to permit applications submitted on or after January 1, 2026, with

expanded requirements around heat pump systems and electrical readiness. For kitchen

remodels and home additions, these changes have practical implications for how projects are

designed, permitted, and costed from the outset.

Homeowners who work with a contractor that understands these requirements from the

preconstruction phase are less likely to encounter redesigns, inspection corrections, or missed

rebate opportunities during the project.

Palacios Construction works with homeowners from the initial planning stage through final

inspection, managing permit coordination, subcontractor scheduling, and project documentation

throughout the construction process.

For more information about residential construction and remodeling services in Monterey

County, visit palaciosconstructionca.com or contact Palacios Construction directly at

christian@palaciosconstructionca.com.

Contact:

Palacios Construction

222 Ramona Ave, Unit 5, Monterey, CA 93940

Phone: (831) 998-0046

Email: christian@palaciosconstructionca.com

Website: palaciosconstructionca.com

About Palacios Construction

Palacios Construction is a licensed residential general contractor based in Monterey, California.

The company provides home remodeling, kitchen and bathroom renovation, home additions,



ADU and JADU construction, and outdoor living structures to homeowners throughout Monterey

County.
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