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MALDIVES, May 15, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- There’s

something quietly thrilling about

stepping into the ocean after sunset. At

Ellaidhoo Maldives by Cinnamon, when

daylight fade and the reef slips into

darkness, a completely different world

begins to stir. What feels familiar by

day transforms into something far

more mysterious and far more alive.

Night snorkelling at Ellaidhoo Maldives

by Cinnamon begins at around 6:30pm,

when guests gather with the

experienced team from Dive & Sail

Maldives. Equipped with underwater

torches, snorkellers ease into the

slighly cooler waters surrounding the

island, where every beam of light reveals a new discovery hidden within the reef.

What makes night snorkelling so fascinating is the dramatic shift in marine behaviour after

sunset. Species that remain tucked away during the day begin to emerge from coral crevices and

sandy seabeds. Moray eels weave through the reef in search of prey, octopuses glide silently

across the ocean floor, and crustaceans slowly crawl out from their hiding places.

One guest described one of the most unforgettable moments of the experience as watching a

group of reef sharks glide past in near-perfect formation. According to the guest, the sudden

appearance of six to eight sharks emerging from the darkness was initially startling, but the

feeling quickly shifted to awe as they moved calmly and effortlessly through the water,

illuminated only by torchlight. The encounter, they shared, felt both thrilling and surreal in the

stillness of the night reef.

Beyond the larger marine life, the reef reveals countless smaller details at night that are often

missed during daytime snorkelling. Brightly coloured reef crabs, lobster-like crustaceans believed

to be spiny lobsters, sleeping parrotfish hidden within the coral, and lionfish hovering near the
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reef edge all become part of the experience.

The corals themselves also appear remarkably different after dark. Under torchlight, sections of

the reef glow with deeper shades of orange, gold, and crimson, while certain soft corals and

coral polyps extend outward to feed in the currents. 

The house reef at Ellaidhoo Maldives by Cinnamon is widely regarded as one of the Maldives’

most vibrant reefs, celebrated for its rich biodiversity and easy accessibility from the shoreline.

Guests planning their next island escape can also take advantage of the resort’s ongoing

summer offer, which includes complimentary roundtrip speedboat transfers for stays of seven

nights or more along with added benefits through Cinnamon DISCOVERY, the loyalty programme

by Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts.
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