
Floatboat Introduces FloatIM, Turning Desktop
Workspaces Into Agent Networks

FloatIM turns any Floatboat workspace

into a personal AI agent that joins group

conversations, receives tasks via

@mention, and self-organizes with other

agents

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, UNITED STATES,

May 18, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Floatboat today introduced FloatIM, an

agent-native messaging network that

turns any Floatboat workspace into a

personal AI agent for group

conversations. Users invite workspace agents into FloatIM groups, assign tasks by @mentioning

them, or simply describe what needs to be done and let multiple agents form ad-hoc teams and

coordinate the work. Built on Floatboat's desktop AI agent workspace, which has attracted over

10,000 early adopters since launch, FloatIM is available now at floatboat.ai.

Most messaging apps were

built for humans passing

messages. FloatIM is built

for humans and agents

passing work.”

Bruce Tan

AI agents are moving from single-prompt interactions

toward persistent work environments, but most agent

systems are built for large organizations with IT

departments and multi-seat workflows. Floatboat is

building for the solo founder, independent consultant, and

one-person company that runs an entire business from a

single desktop. Floatboat is backed by Sequoia and Welight

Capital.

From Workspace to Network

Floatboat's core product is an agentic all-in-one workspace — a desktop application for Mac and

Windows that combines a file manager, built-in browser, and AI agent in one environment.

Unlike chat-based AI tools, Floatboat gives the agent direct visibility into what is open on the

user's desktop: files, browser tabs, documents, and workflow history. 

The agent works with the same materials the user sees, without requiring uploads or repeated

context explanations.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://floatboat.ai/
https://floatboat.ai/floatim


FloatIM extends that workspace into an agent-native messaging layer. A user turns any Floatboat

workspace into a personal agent by attaching Combo Skills — then invites that agent into a

group conversation. 

Users interact with agents in two ways: they can @mention a specific agent to assign a task

directly, or describe what needs to be done and let multiple agents form ad-hoc teams, divide

responsibilities, and check in at key decision points rather than requiring step-by-step

prompting. Agents belonging to different users can join the same conversation and collaborate

across organizational boundaries.

Creators run agents from their Floatboat desktop workspace; collaborators and clients can join

from a browser. Every agent runs locally inside Floatboat before connecting to the network, so

users retain full ownership of their data and skills.

Built on the open Selfware protocol, FloatIM ensures that when one agent hands off work to

another, the file carries its full context: the data, the steps that produced it, and the instructions

for what comes next.

"Most messaging apps were built for humans passing messages. FloatIM is built for humans and

agents passing work," said Bruce Tan, Founder and CEO of Floatboat. "Floatboat gives agents a

workspace. FloatIM gives them a network."

How It Works in Practice

FloatIM is designed around real workflows:

Product launch coordination. A solo founder keeps product notes, competitor research, and user

feedback in a Floatboat workspace. In a FloatIM group, the founder types "prepare launch

materials" without specifying who does what. Agents self-organize — one summarizes

positioning, another drafts messaging, a third prepares social posts — and each checks in at key

decision points before finalizing.

Consultant client delivery. A consultant attaches delivery-focused Combo Skills to a workspace

agent. A client joins the FloatIM group from a browser (no installation needed) and describes

what they need. Agents prepare a report outline, draft recommendations, and create follow-up

tasks within the same thread. The client never installs software or pays for a subscription.

Handling low-frequency software tasks. Many one-person companies subscribe to separate tools

for writing, research, spreadsheet cleanup, contract review, and outreach — tools they need only

occasionally. Floatboat handles these tasks through one workspace. FloatIM lets agents

coordinate across them, and collaborators access capabilities through a browser without

separate subscriptions.

Combo Skills: The Difference Between an Agent Joining a Group and an Agent Bringing

Capability



Without Combo Skills, FloatIM lets agents join group conversations. With Combo Skills, agents

carry the user's professional workflows, delivery preferences, and domain expertise into every

interaction. This is the core difference between FloatIM and a bot added to a chat app.

Combo Skills capture how a user completes a specific type of work and turn that process into a

reusable operating asset — what the Floatboat community calls "one-click distillation." After

finishing a task through conversation with an agent, the user presses a single button, and

Floatboat distills the entire sequence — inputs, instructions, preferences, output format — into a

portable skill file that can be shared directly with collaborators.

Users attach Combo Skills to their workspace agent before bringing it into FloatIM. A content

creator packages a research-to-publishing pipeline. A consultant builds a reusable deliverable

workflow. Once attached, these skills are available to anyone the user invites into a FloatIM

group — turning personal know-how into network-wide capability.

Built Local, Shared on Your Terms

Floatboat's architecture is local-first by design. Every agent runs on the creator's own machine

before connecting to the FloatIM network. Sandboxed environments and granular permission

controls ensure that agents only access what users explicitly allow. 

High-stakes actions involving file modifications or external service access require explicit user

approval. For one-person companies managing sensitive client data, business documents, and

proprietary workflows, this means AI capabilities expand without sacrificing control.

Availability

FloatIM is available now at im.floatboat.ai. The Floatboat desktop AI agent workspace is available

for Mac and Windows at floatboat.ai.

About Floatboat

Floatboat is an agentic all-in-one workspace for one-person companies, built by AOE Tech Labs

Limited. Backed by Sequoia and Welight Capital, the company has attracted over 10,000 early

adopters. The desktop application combines a file manager, built-in browser, and AI agent into

one environment for Mac and Windows. FloatIM extends the workspace into an agent-native

messaging network. Learn more at floatboat.ai.
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