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Experts Warn Pet Owners About Hot
Pavement Risks as Temperatures Rise

Experts warn pet owners about hot
pavement risks as temperatures rise,
sharing safety tips to prevent paw burns
and heat-related injuries in pets.

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, May
23,2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As
seasonal temperatures rise across
many regions, veterinary professionals
and animal welfare observers are
drawing attention to the increasing risk
of hot pavement risks for dogs.
Surfaces such as asphalt, concrete, and
artificial turf can reach significantly
higher temperatures than ambient air,
creating conditions that may
contribute to paw injuries and heat-
related injuries in dogs during outdoor
activity.

The discussion around pet safety in hot
weather has become increasingly
relevant in urban environments, where
walking surfaces can retain heat for
extended periods. Experts note that
pet owners may not always recognize
how quickly ground temperatures can
escalate, particularly during midday
hours.
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Dog paw burn symptoms

Heat-Related Injuries and Surface Exposure in Dogs

Heat-related injuries in dogs can occur when animals are exposed to high ground temperatures
or prolonged outdoor activity without adequate protection or hydration. Unlike humans, dogs
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primarily regulate body temperature
through panting and have limited
sweat glands, making them more
susceptible to overheating.

In addition to systemic heat stress,
direct contact with heated surfaces
may result in localized paw injuries.
Awareness of outdoor dangers for
dogs in summer is considered an
important component of responsible
pet care during warmer months.

ldentifying Dog Paw Burn Symptoms

Veterinary guidance commonly
highlights several indicators associated
with paw surface injuries. Dog paw
burn symptoms may include visible
redness, limping, reluctance to walk,
excessive licking or chewing of the
paws, and blistering in more severe
cases. In some instances, dogs may
also display behavioral changes such
as stopping abruptly during walks or
seeking shade more frequently.

Monitoring paw condition after
outdoor walks is considered a practical
step for early identification of potential
injuries, particularly during periods of
elevated temperatures.

Guidance on How to Protect Dogs from
Hot Pavement

Recommendations for how to protect
dogs from hot pavement typically
include scheduling walks during cooler
parts of the day, such as early morning
or late evening, and avoiding
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prolonged exposure to sun-exposed surfaces. Pet owners are also encouraged to test pavement
temperature manually before walking their dogs and to prioritize shaded walking routes where



possible.

Additional measures may include ensuring adequate hydration before and after outdoor activity
and limiting exercise intensity during heatwaves. These practices are part of broader pet safety
in hot weather strategies aimed at reducing risk during summer conditions.

Protective Gear and Paw Protection Solutions

In recent years, protective accessories have been developed to help mitigate the effects of hot
surfaces on dogs’' paws. Among these are dog boot-style coverings and fabric-based leg and paw
protection products designed for outdoor use.

Products such as Walkee Paws dog boot leggings and waterproof dog leggings have been
referenced within the pet care industry as examples of innovative dog paw protection solutions

intended to create a barrier between sensitive paw pads and heated ground surfaces. These
types of protective gear are used by some pet owners as part of broader strategies to reduce
exposure to hot pavement risks for dogs during outdoor activity. For example, some products
such as Walkee Paws boots are molded from a unique TPE (Thermoplastic Elastomer) designed
to withstand heat up to 302°F, which may help provide an added layer of protection against hot
surfaces.

While such products may provide an additional layer of protection, veterinary professionals
generally emphasize that no single measure replaces comprehensive heat safety practices,
including environmental awareness and appropriate timing of outdoor walks.

Broader Outdoor Risks for Dogs During Summer

Beyond heated surfaces, outdoor dangers for dogs in summer may include dehydration, heat
exhaustion, and exposure to high humidity levels. Urban environments can also present
additional risks due to limited shade availability and reflective heat from buildings and vehicles.

Experts note that combined environmental factors can increase overall thermal load on dogs,
reinforcing the importance of careful planning during outdoor activity. Preventative approaches
typically focus on reducing exposure duration and ensuring access to cooler environments.

About Walkee Paws

Walkee Paws was founded in 2015 to address a common issue experienced by dog owners: dog
boots falling off during walks and outdoor activity. The company originated the concept of dog
“suspender boots” or “boot leggings,” which connect boots to fabric that suspends over a dog's
back to help keep them securely in place. Its products are designed as paw protection solutions
for a variety of weather and surface conditions, and the company states that it continuously
refines its designs each year based on customer feedback as part of its ongoing focus on
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improving paw protection for all seasons.
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