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Caliche Rock is Causing Major Issues For
Home Remodeling Projects in Las Vegas

Caliche rock is becoming a growing
concern during outdoor remodeling and
excavation projects throughout desert
regions like Las Vegas.

LAS VEGAS, NV, UNITED STATES, May
28, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Caliche :
rock is becoming a growing concern -
during outdoor remodeling and 5
excavation projects throughout desert
regions like Las Vegas. Industry
professionals say the dense
underground material can significantly affect timelines, equipment needs, and construction
costs.

Back Yard Remodeling in Las Vegas, NV

Homeowners are being encouraged to understand soil
“ conditions before starting major backyard renovations.

We have seen situations
where homeowners were
completely surprised once
excavation started, That is
why site inspections can be
so important before
beginning major outdoor
construction renovations.”
Isaac Reuven, CEQ, Gl
Construction

Caliche Rock Is Creating New Challenges for Outdoor
Remodeling Projects

Caliche is a hardened underground layer made from
calcium carbonate that forms over time in dry desert
climates. Unlike softer soil or loose sediment commonly
found in residential backyards, caliche can become
extremely dense and difficult to excavate.

“A lot of homeowners expect normal dirt or soft ground
when starting outdoor projects,” says Isaac Reuven, CEO of

Gl Construction, a home remodeling company in Las Vegas. “Then excavation begins, and crews
suddenly hit caliche that can be almost as hard as concrete in some areas.”

Contractors say caliche rock has become one of the most common excavation obstacles during
outdoor remodeling projects in desert regions.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.giclv.com/services/outdoor-remodeling/
https://www.giclv.com/
https://www.giclv.com/

Caliche can affect projects such as
patios, pools, outdoor kitchen
remodeling, landscaping, retaining
walls, plumbing installations, and
foundation work. In many cases,
standard excavation tools may struggle
to break through the hardened
material.

Specialized Equipment Is Often
Needed to Remove Caliche Rock
Contractors say caliche removal often
requires specialized excavation
equipment, depending on the depth
and density of the rock. Hydraulic
breakers, jackhammers, skid steers,
excavators, and heavy-duty digging
equipment are commonly used during
more difficult excavation projects.
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Specialized excavation equipment can Outdoor Remodeling in Las Vegas, NV
increase both labor costs and project
timelines during outdoor remodeling

work.

“Finding caliche does not mean a ﬁ GI ConStI"U Ction

project has to stop,” Isaac explains. “It . ] .
: Construction Remodeling & Design
simply means the contractor may need

different equipment, additional labor,
and more planning to complete the
work properly.”
Gl Construction Logo
Construction professionals say
homeowners should not immediately
avoid outdoor remodeling projects because of caliche concerns.

While excavation conditions can increase costs, experienced contractors are often still able to
complete the project safely with proper preparation and equipment.

How To Discover Caliche Before Construction Begins
One of the biggest challenges with caliche is that many homeowners do not know it exists
beneath their property before construction starts.


https://www.giclv.com/services/kitchen-remodeling/
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In some cases, excavation begins, and large sections of hardened rock are discovered only after
the backyard has already been opened up.

“We have seen situations where homeowners were completely surprised once excavation
started,” says Isaac Reuven. “That is why site inspections and early planning can be so important
before beginning major outdoor construction renovations.”

Contractors say unexpected caliche excavation can sometimes create significant mid-project cost
increases for homeowners.

Industry professionals recommend homeowners pay attention to signs such as extremely hard
soil, poor drainage, shallow digging resistance, or nearby construction projects that previously
encountered caliche.

Some contractors may also recommend site evaluations or small test excavations before
beginning larger outdoor remodeling projects.
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