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Why More U.S. Citizens Are Choosing Thailand
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BANGKOK, THAILAND, May 28, 2026
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Thailand has
emerged as one of the most
considered relocation destinations for
Americans seeking safety, quality of life
and financial freedom. New data from
cultural-intelligence platform Country
Navigator ranks Thailand among the
ten most-searched relocation destinations for U.S. citizens, with roughly 30,560 annual searches
recorded between March 2025 and February 2026 — clear evidence that Thailand is no longer
just a holiday memory, but a credible long-term home.

US Citizens are choosing Thailand

“ Thailand Elite, the kingdom's official long-stay residency
program operated by Thailand Privilege Card — a state
enterprise under the Tourism Authority of Thailand — sits
at the center of that movement, offering Thailand long stay
visas designed for the entrepreneurs, retirees, families and
remote professionals now arriving in record numbers.

Thailand gives my family
safety, world-class schools,
and a lifestyle we couldn't
afford back home. It's the
best value on earth.”
Thailand Elite member from

USA Safe, Modern and Remarkably Affordable

Thailand ranks ahead of the United States on the Global

Peace Index (92nd vs 131st) and records a low Numbeo Crime Index of 37.77. Private healthcare
meets international standards, connectivity is among Asia's fastest, and English is widely spoken
in business and healthcare. The financial case is just as strong: the cost of living runs roughly 2.7
times lower than in the U.S., with rent 40-70% below comparable American cities. A single expat
lives comfortably on USD 2,000-3,000 per month. The U.S.-Thailand tax treaty prevents double
taxation, and qualifying Americans can exclude up to USD 130,000 in foreign earned income for
2025.

Built for International Families
Thailand hosts 36 IB World Schools, most in Bangkok, including International School Bangkok


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://thailand-elite.com/
https://thailand-elite.com/thailand-privilege-card

(founded 1951 on U.S. Embassy " o
grounds), NIST International School, : : VSR ¥, g Elite
KIS International School, Regent's ' - '
International School and St. Andrews
— with Dulwich College Bangkok
opening in 2026. American, British and
IB curricula are delivered at globally
competitive standards.

Destinations Americans Are Choosing
Bangkok — named the world's most
visited city in 2025 by Euromonitor
International, with 30.3 million
international arrivals, ahead of Hong Kong, London and Paris. The capital offers unmatched air
connectivity, world-class hospitality (Four Seasons, Mandarin Oriental, Ritz-Carlton, Capella) and
Asia's most exciting dining scene — 462 establishments in the 2025 MICHELIN Guide Thailand,
including the country's first three-star restaurant, Sorn.

Thailand Elite - Long stay visas and privileges

Phuket — island living with a full international airport, marinas, international hospitals and 1B
schools.

Koh Samui — a boutique, wellness-focused island lifestyle favored by retirees and remote-
working couples.

Pattaya & Jomtien — easily reached from Bangkok and, beyond the nightlife reputation, a
genuine paradise for golfers and yachting enthusiasts.

Chiang Mai & Hua Hin — a northern hub for entrepreneurs and digital nomads, and a relaxed
royal seaside retreat, respectively.

The Best Lifestyle Per Dollar in the World

Few destinations match Thailand's range at its price point. A street-food meal can cost under
USD 3; a Michelin-starred tasting menu in Bangkok runs roughly USD 100-230. Internationally
accredited private healthcare costs a fraction of U.S. equivalents. From street food to starred
restaurants, Thailand consistently delivers more lifestyle per dollar than any comparable
destination worldwide.

How to Begin: Visit, Then Relocate

Thailand Elite recommends an exploratory trip of at least 10 to 15 days, combining two or three
cities to find the right fit. U.S. passport holders enjoy 60-day visa-exempt entry, with time to
scout neighborhoods, tour schools and meet the community. Those ready to commit can secure
residency through the Thailand Privilege Card (Thailand Elite) — the only government program
offering a guaranteed 5-, 10-, 15- or 20-year renewable multi-entry visa, with fast-track
immigration, a personal assistant, lounge access and concierge support.



Memberships start at THB 650,000 (about USD 21,000); the Bronze application window is
extended to 30 September 2026. No income test, no age limit, no employer sponsorship. Learn
more at thailand-elite.com.

About Thailand Elite

Thailand Elite, officially the Thailand Privilege Card, is the kingdom's premier long-stay residency
program. Launched in 2003 and operated by Thailand Privilege Card — a subsidiary of the
Tourism Authority of Thailand under the Ministry of Tourism and Sports — it serves more than
30,000 members worldwide across five tiers. Learn more at thailand-elite.com, Official
application channel.
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