
Veterans Disability Attorney David W. Magann
Discusses VA Improvements in Claims
Processing

Tampa, Florida – The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently reported that it has

reduced processing times for many VA claims. These improvements are intended to lead to

shorter wait times for service-connected benefits, increased household income from VA

pensions, and financial relief for survivors, though individual outcomes are not guaranteed.

Some of the changes include the following:

The agency completed more than 3 million claims in fiscal year 2025 and is tracking a similar

pace in FY2026, with 1.5 million claims processed by the halfway mark.

Average days to complete a disability claim fell from 141.5 days to 80.7 days, a 43% reduction.

The 12-month claims-processing accuracy rate climbed to 94.02%, the highest in two years.

Veterans’ benefit attorney David W. Magann notes that while shorter wait times are useful, they

do not lower the evidentiary bar for proving service connection or securing the right rating.

Survivors and Pension Claimants See the Largest Drops

Data indicate that VA pension applicants and surviving family members experienced the most

significant reductions. 

The agency reported that initial Veterans Pension claims now average 57 days, down from 170

days, a 66% improvement. Initial Survivors Pension claims average 73 days, down from 172 days.

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation claims, which provide tax-free monthly payments to

surviving spouses, children, and dependent parents of service members who died in the line of

duty or from a service-connected condition, now average 73 days, down from 163 days. The DIC

backlog has fallen by 83%, and the Survivors’ Pension backlog has dropped 96%.

How Will VA Processing Times Impact Veterans?

Faster processing times may be a step in the right direction, but they do not eliminate the other

barriers veterans face. The strength of a veteran’s benefit claim still depends on the credibility

and relevance of their entire application. The veteran’s evidentiary burden still remains, and they

must provide evidence of the service-connected disability. 

Florida Veterans Disability Attorney David W. Magann observed that quicker decisions cut both

ways for claimants. Faster denials can leave families less time to fill in the gaps or correct errors

before the appeal deadlines. 

Magann added that claimants who receive a swift decision should review the rating sheet

carefully, as underrated conditions and missed secondary claims can quietly cost a veteran or

surviving spouse thousands of dollars over a lifetime.

For more information or to request a consultation, contact the Law Office of David W. Magann at

813-657-9175 in Tampa, FL.



Attorney David Magann is a Marine Corps Veteran with a Criminology Degree from The

University of South Florida and a Law Degree from The University of Miami. He will be your

advocate working to get the benefits you have earned under the Department of Veterans Affairs.

David Magann is also a social security and disability (SSI) lawyer. If you need a veteran’s benefits

lawyer or social security attorney, contact David W. Magann, PA at 1.855.418.9354.
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