@PREsswiRE

Influential Women Highlights: Andrea R. Jones,
International Nuclear Safety Expert & Founder
of Quick Nuclear Solutions

ATLANTA, GA, UNITED STATES, June 1,
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Leveraging
More Than 35 Years of Nuclear
Regulatory Leadership, Compliance
Expertise, and Global Policy Experience
to Advance Safety, Nonproliferation,
and Industry Excellence

Andrea R. Jones is an accomplished
international nuclear safety and
security expert with more than 35
years of experience in the nuclear
regulatory field. Throughout her
distinguished career, she has built a
reputation for technical excellence,
regulatory precision, and an
unwavering commitment to public
health, environmental protection, and
global nuclear safety standards.

Andrea began her career in radiation safety during her undergraduate and graduate studies,
working with the Tennessee Department of Radiological Health. Early exposure to radiation
protection and regulatory systems laid the foundation for her lifelong dedication to ensuring
safe and responsible use of nuclear materials. After earning her Master of Science in Public
Health from Meharry Medical College in 1992, she joined the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) as a nuclear materials inspector, marking the beginning of a long and
impactful federal career.

At the NRC, Andrea advanced through a series of increasingly complex roles, gaining extensive
expertise in nuclear compliance, enforcement, low-level radioactive waste management, and
nuclear policy development. Her work consistently focused on maintaining rigorous regulatory
standards that safeguard both the public and the environment. Over time, she became
recognized for her ability to manage high-stakes regulatory challenges with precision, clarity, and
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sound judgment.

During her tenure, Andrea specialized in export and import licensing of nuclear equipment and
materials, ensuring that all applications met U.S. government policy requirements as well as
strict nonproliferation standards. She served as a senior licensing officer within the Office of
International Programs, where she led complex safety and compliance reviews and coordinated
international regulatory engagements across more than 17 countries.

Her work extended beyond domestic regulatory oversight, positioning her as a key
representative of the NRC in global nuclear governance discussions. Andrea participated in
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) technical meetings and Joint Conventions focused on
spent fuel and radioactive waste management. Through these engagements, she contributed to
strengthening international cooperation on nuclear safety, security, and environmental
stewardship.

Andrea’s leadership helped reinforce critical safeguards in nuclear policy while ensuring that
regulatory frameworks remained aligned with evolving global standards. Her contributions have
had a lasting impact on both national and international nuclear oversight systems, particularly in
the areas of licensing integrity and compliance coordination.

Beyond her technical accomplishments, Andrea has been a strong advocate for diversity, equity,
and inclusion within the nuclear industry. She led the Federal Women'’s Program and co-chaired
the Advisory Committee for African Americans, championing initiatives that highlighted the
contributions of women and minorities in nuclear science, safety, and policy. Her efforts helped
create greater visibility and opportunity for underrepresented professionals in a highly
specialized field.

For her outstanding contributions, Andrea received the Meritorious Award for Diversity and
Excellence, recognizing both her technical leadership and her commitment to fostering inclusive
professional environments. Building on this legacy, she later founded Quick Nuclear Solutions, a
consulting firm dedicated to helping organizations navigate complex nuclear licensing processes
efficiently while maintaining full compliance with U.S. and international regulations.

Through her consulting practice, Andrea continues to support companies in achieving regulatory
clarity, reducing compliance risks, and streamlining licensing pathways in an increasingly
complex global environment. Her expertise provides valuable guidance to organizations
operating within highly regulated nuclear sectors.

Andrea attributes much of her success to her grandmother and her grandmother’s sisters, who
were educators and foundational influences in her life. Coming from a lineage of educators
during a time when many Black women did not have access to higher education, her family
prioritized learning as a core value. Andrea is a third-generation college graduate, and her
family's academic legacy includes attendance at Historically Black Colleges and Universities



(HBCUs), shared by her grandmother, her grandmother’s sisters, her father, and herself.

Her paternal grandmother and her great-aunts, all schoolteachers, played a pivotal role in
shaping her early education. As a retired schoolteacher, her grandmother taught her how to
read and write before she entered formal schooling. By the time she reached kindergarten and
first grade, Andrea was already academically advanced due to the structured learning
environment and discipline instilled at home.

This strong educational foundation provided her with the tools, mindset, and discipline that
carried her through an accomplished academic journey and into a successful professional
career. She continues to credit this upbringing as one of the most defining influences in her life.

The best career advice Andrea has ever received is that mentorship and sponsorship are both
essential but serve distinct purposes. A mentor provides guidance, wisdom, and perspective,
while a sponsor actively advocates for advancement and professional opportunities. Throughout
her career, Andrea has intentionally cultivated both mentors and champions, recognizing their
combined importance in long-term success.

When advising young women entering the nuclear and regulatory field, Andrea emphasizes the
importance of seeking both mentors and sponsors, building resilience in the face of challenges,
and consistently striving for excellence. She encourages early-career professionals to meet or
exceed performance expectations while also advocating for greater visibility and recognition of
women and minorities within the nuclear industry.

Andrea identifies one of the most significant challenges in her field as navigating complex and
often opaque export and import regulations, particularly in the context of evolving geopolitical
tensions involving countries such as Russia, Ukraine, and China. These dynamics have led to
increasingly strict compliance frameworks and heightened regulatory scrutiny. Additionally, she
notes that reductions in internal affinity and support programs have made it more difficult for
minority professionals to maintain visibility and institutional support.

At the same time, she recognizes substantial opportunities within the field. There is growing
demand for expert guidance in nuclear licensing and compliance, along with an increasing need
to elevate diversity within this highly technical and specialized industry. Andrea views these
developments as essential to strengthening both innovation and long-term sustainability in
nuclear governance.

The values that guide Andrea in both her professional and personal life include education,
diversity and inclusion, resilience, and a strong commitment to protecting public health and the
environment. She also prioritizes personal well-being and balance, incorporating practices such
as Pilates to maintain focus, energy, and overall wellness.

Through her decades of service, leadership, and continued consulting work, Andrea Rochelle



Jones remains a respected voice in nuclear safety and security—dedicated to advancing
regulatory excellence, fostering inclusion, and safeguarding communities worldwide.

Learn More about Andrea Rochelle Jones:

Through her Influential Women profile, https://influentialwomen.com/connect/Andrea-Jones.

Influential Women

Influential Women provides a platform where women from all backgrounds can connect, share
their perspectives, and create content that empowers themselves and others. Through
storytelling, thought leadership, and creative expression, Influential Women amplifies voices that
inspire change.
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