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Former University of Mississippi Chancellor
Reflects on Moral Leadership, Institutional
Courage & the Cost of Conscience

JACKSON, MS, UNITED STATES, June 8, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As American institutions
navigate shifting political landscapes, debates over diversity and inclusion, and questions about
academic freedom, many citizens are weighing questions about leadership, values, and civic
responsibility.

Dr. Dan Jones has spent his career at the intersection of those questions, as a medical
missionary working in some of the world’s most underserved regions, as a physician serving
communities with limited access to care, and as a university chancellor whose tenure ended
amid a public debate over institutional values.

“We each need to ask ourselves what kind of world we want to create, because the way we
choose to live, every day, makes a difference,” says Dr. Jones, author of Medical Missionary: My
lourney Through Global Health and Higher Education (University Press of Mississippi, May 2026,
ISBN: 978-1-4968627-2-3, $25.00). “Change isn't always easy or free of consequences. But it still
matters and inspires others to act on their consciences as well.”

In 2015, Dr. Jones was removed from his role as chancellor of the University of Mississippi in a
decision that sparked protests on campus and drew national attention. While no official reason
was cited, the decision came amid his public positions on diversity and inclusion, his response to
student protests, and his acknowledgement of the university’s historical legacy on race.

“The United States is at a crossroads,” says Dr. Jones. “Decisions being made now—Dby legislators,
courts, university boards, businesses, and everyday citizens—will define what kind of country we
become. Everyone has a role to play. We must use our voices and actions to stand up for what's
right and protect the rights and freedoms of all, not just the privileged few. If we don’t speak up
when we see injustice and actively repair systems that oppress others, the fractures in our
society will only deepen.”

Dr. Jones identifies several areas where he believes meaningful change is possible:
On Moral Leadership

Dr. Jones argues that ethical leadership often requires choosing conscience over self-
preservation, even when it means losing power rather than gaining it. Moral leadership, he
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contends, also serves as a model for others navigating similar pressures.

On Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Dr. Jones has described his support for equity initiatives not as a political gesture but as a
reflection of his belief in human dignity. Dr. Jones has said he aimed to create space for those
who had been underrepresented, viewing inclusion as central to institutional health.

“Look closely at your workplace, your community, and your social circle,” instructs Dr. Jones.
“Who is being overlooked, underrepresented, or left behind? Who's carrying burdens in silence?
Ask the hard questions and then act to change what you find. Advocate, amplify, include. Use
your voice to open doors that may have been closed for too long.”

On Living One’s Faith

Dr. Jones's has described his Christian faith as inseparable from his approach to medicine,
leadership, and public life. Rather than a source of judgement or exclusion, his faith has
expressed itself through service, humility, and a deep commitment to human dignity, including
dignity for those on the margins of society. For Dr. Jones, the gospel’s call is one of compassion,
radical love, and restorative justice, and his career reflects that interpretation.

On Healing at the Margins

Dr. Jones spent much of his career in underserved communities, from Korean leprosy villages to
clinics in rural Mississippi to Kurdish refugee camps in Iran. He believes that every
person—regardless of race, income, origin, or faith—deserves dignity, care, and opportunity. Dr.
Jones argues that the urgency of serving vulnerable populations has grown as access to
healthcare, rural medical facilities, and basic food assistance remains uncertain for many
Americans.

On Individual Agency

Dr. Jones argues that meaningful contribution does not require significant power or influence. In
his view, ordinary citizens can push back against systems that harm or exclude others, help
rebuild trust through everyday acts of courage and reconciliation, and hold to their convictions
when it would be easier to remain silent.

“People can look around in their own communities and see what can be done to help solve a
problem or make things easier for those who are struggling,” says Dr. Jones. “Who needs food?
Who needs a friend, a referral, or a job? Who needs a smile and a kind word or two?”

Small actions add up quickly, says Dr. Jones. When people take personal responsibility for the
wellbeing of others, meaningful change becomes more possible.

“Don’'t underestimate what you can do to improve your community and your world,” concludes
Dr. Jones. “When enough people quietly act for the common good, it transforms a place. What if
America could live up to its promise? | believe it can—if we choose to use our words and actions



for good.”
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About the Author:

Daniel W. Jones, MD, author of Medical Missionary: My Journey Through Global Health & Higher
Education, is a global medical humanitarian and activist for social justice, especially healthcare
access. Over a long and diverse career, he has served as a physician, medical missionary,
medical school professor and dean, medical researcher, and university chancellor.

He has a long association with the University of Mississippi (UM), serving as chancellor from 2009
until 2015. He also served as vice chancellor for health affairs, dean of the School of Medicine,
and professor of medicine from 2003-2009.

A native Mississippian, he graduated from Mississippi College in 1971, earned his MD in 1975 at
the UM Medical Center, and completed his residency in internal medicine there in 1978. He had
a private medical practice in Laurel, MS. Then, in 1985, he and his family moved to South Korea
where he lived and worked for seven years. For more than twenty-five years, he has served as a
medical education consultant to medical schools in North Korea and was engaged in health-
related humanitarian activities in Iran, China, and Russia.

Active in the American Heart Association (AHA), Dr. Jones was the 2007-2008 national president.
He served as chair of the writing committee for the 2025 American Heart Association/American
College of Cardiology Blood Pressure Management Guidelines. He previously served on five
national guidelines. A master of the American College of Physicians, he is certified by the
American Board of Internal Medicine.

About the Book:

Medical Missionary: My Journey Through Global Health & Higher Education (University Press of
Mississippi, May 2026, ISBN: 978-1-4968627-2-3, $25.00) is available from the University Press of
Mississippi, Square Books, Lemuria Books, and Bookshop.org.

For more information, please visit medicalmissionarylife.com.
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