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RN MEDFLIGHTS Offers Licensed Nurse
Escorts, Saving Families $30K-$80K vs. Air
Ambulance

Medical repatriation is the process of safely transporting a patient
from a foreign country back to their home country after illness or
injury abroad.
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MEDICAL ESCORTS

SAN ANTONIO, TX, UNITED STATES, June 10, 2026
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Every year, tens of thousands of
American travelers are hospitalized abroad following medical
emergencies — strokes, cardiac events, surgical complications,
or serious injuries. When these patients are stable enough to i
travel but cannot fly unaccompanied, their families face a af BNt Transport+

process most have never encountered: medical repatriation. v ifﬂiﬁfﬁfﬁene,,"sa“)r%uﬁf;y"
RN MEDFLIGHTS, a licensed medical escort company founded N '
by a retired U.S. Army combat nurse, is making that process — 4 '

and the dramatic cost difference between transport options —
widely understood.

Medical repatriation is the organized, medically supervised
return of a patient from a foreign country to their home
country for ongoing care, recovery, or rehabilitation. It is
distinct from a medical evacuation, which involves urgent
transport to the nearest capable facility. Repatriation occurs
after the acute phase — when the patient is stable but unable
to return home independently.

Patient and Nurse on A
Commercial Flight

The Cost Problem with Air Ambulance

The traditional solution for international medical repatriation has been the air ambulance — a
dedicated medical aircraft equipped for intensive care-level transport. Air ambulance
repatriation typically costs between $30,000 and $150,000 or more for international routes. Most
travel insurance policies cap repatriation benefits well below actual air ambulance costs,
frequently leaving families with tens of thousands of dollars in uncovered expenses.

For critically ill patients requiring ventilator support, vasopressors, or continuous ICU-level
monitoring in transit, air ambulance is the clinically appropriate option. However, the majority of


http://www.einpresswire.com
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patients requiring repatriation are
medically stable — and for those
patients, a far more affordable and
equally professional option exists.

Commercial Medical Escort: Same
Licensed Care, Fraction of the Cost

RN MEDFLIGHTS provides international
medical repatriation through licensed
Registered Nurses and certified
Paramedics who accompany stable
patients on standard commercial
airline flights — typically in business or
first class. The escorting RN provides
continuous monitoring of vital signs,
medication management, in-flight
emergency response, and clinical
documentation throughout the
journey, from foreign hospital bedside
to domestic care handoff.

Because the escort travels on a
commercial airline rather than a
dedicated medical aircraft, costs drop
dramatically — typically ranging from
$3,000 to $10,000 for international
repatriation, depending on route and
patient complexity. Families routinely
save $30,000 to $80,000 compared to a
private air ambulance quote for the
same international route.

"The biggest misconception families
have is that air ambulance is the only
safe option for bringing someone
home," said Major (Ret.) Marc Brinsley,
RN, BSN, MSN, founder of RN
MEDFLIGHTS and retired U.S. Army
nurse. "For a stable patient, our
licensed RN provides the same nursing
care — monitoring, medications,
emergency response — without the
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six-figure price tag. We exist because families deserve to know this option is available before
they sign an air ambulance contract in a foreign country."




How RN MEDFLIGHTS Coordinates International Repatriation

RN MEDFLIGHTS manages every element of the repatriation from a single point of contact. The
process includes clinical assessment of the patient's fithess for commercial flight, physician
clearance from the treating foreign hospital, airline medical desk submissions and approvals,
customs documentation for medications and medical equipment, ground transport at origin and
destination airports, in-flight nursing care throughout the journey, and a full clinical briefing to
the receiving domestic care provider at arrival.

The company coordinates repatriation worldwide wherever commercial airline service is
available. Most arrangements are completed within 48 to 72 hours of initial contact. Urgent
cases are frequently accommodated within 24 hours. RN MEDFLIGHTS also works directly with
travel insurance companies to document medical necessity and assist families with claims.

Who Qualifies for Commercial Medical Escort Repatriation

Commercial airline medical escort repatriation is appropriate for patients who are medically
stable but require professional supervision during flight. Common cases include post-stroke or
cardiac patients returning for rehabilitation, post-surgical patients cleared for air travel, elderly
patients who suffered illness or injury abroad, patients with dementia or cognitive decline, those
requiring supplemental oxygen or scheduled medications, and individuals who experienced a
psychiatric crisis while traveling. Patients requiring active intensive care equipment during
transport are referred to appropriate air ambulance providers.

About RN MEDFLIGHTS

RN MEDFLIGHTS is a San Antonio, Texas-based, veteran-owned medical transport company
founded by Major (Ret.) Marc Brinsley, RN, BSN, MSN, a retired United States Army nurse and
combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan. The company provides licensed medical escort services
on commercial airlines for domestic and international transport, commercial airline stretcher
services, international medical repatriation, and nurse case management. RN MEDFLIGHTS
operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Families, hospital discharge planners,
insurance case managers, and physicians can reach RN MEDFLIGHTS at (210) 901-5226 or at
www.rnmedflights.com/contact.
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