
Palm Beach Maritime Academy Finds Its
Forever Home

Palm Beach Maritime Academy students participate

in an interactive marine science lesson, one of many

learning experiences that distinguish the school’s

STEAM-focused curriculum. (photo courtesy of Palm

Beach Maritime Academy)

Grow Schools supports $21.3M facilities

transaction for S. Florida's longest-

running charter school, securing facilities

for K-12 STEAM school serving nearly 1K

LANTANA, FL, UNITED STATES, June 9,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Palm Beach

Maritime Academy (PBMA), the

longest-running general education

charter school in Palm Beach County,

has found a permanent home for its

two Lantana, Florida, campuses with

support from Grow Schools, a provider

of facilities, financing, and enrollment

services to charter schools nationwide.

School Infrastructure Fund II Holdings

LLC, a school facilities owner managed

by American Infrastructure Partners,

LLC, acquired both campuses for $21.3

million — ensuring PBMA's nearly

1,000 K–12 students have stable,

mission-aligned facilities and positioning the school for continued growth across Palm Beach

County.

In addition to securing PBMA's long-term facilities, Grow Schools is partnering with the academy

on enrollment marketing through its Kids to Fill Your School program, helping connect more

Palm Beach County families with PBMA's one-of-a-kind educational experience.

Founded in 1999, PBMA offers a distinctive STEAM curriculum with a hands-on emphasis on

marine sciences, including shark tagging, boat building, and coastal conservation. The school’s

elementary campus at 1518 Lantana Road serves K–5 students, while the secondary campus at

600 S East Coast Avenue serves grades 6–12.

Together, the two campuses serve a high-need community in the Boynton/Lantana area, with
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Palm Beach Maritime Academy students and

instructors prepare for an on-the-water marine

science expedition, connecting classroom concepts to

real-world exploration and environmental

stewardship. (photo courtesy of Palm Beach Maritime

Academy)

over 61% of students qualifying for free

or reduced lunch and more than 79%

of students from minority

backgrounds. PBMA has been

recognized as a Best of Palm Beach

County school for multiple consecutive

years.

The investment reflects the school’s

strong and improving trajectory. The

elementary school advanced from a C

to a B rating in the 2024–25 school

year, with both campuses on track for

continued academic gains. Enrollment

for the upcoming school year is

tracking 11% above the same point last

year — a signal that families across

Palm Beach County are taking notice.

Adequate facilities remain one of the

most persistent challenges facing

public schools and districts nationwide.

Grow Schools exists to solve that — providing the money, resources, and know-how to create

thriving schools.

Securing our facilities means

we can keep building on

everything we’ve worked so

hard to create. We’re

grateful to Grow Schools for

believing in our mission and

helping us take this next

step.”

Steve Casenza, CEO & CFO,

Palm Beach Maritime

Academy

“Palm Beach Maritime Academy has been delivering on its

mission for years — securing kids in this community and

giving them access to a one-of-a-kind learning experience,”

said Kirt Nilsson, Head of Originations at Grow Schools.

“We’re proud to support them in getting the message out,

advancing their facility, and making sure even more

families in Palm Beach County know what this school has

to offer.”

“For 25 years, Palm Beach Maritime Academy has been a

home for kids in this community — a place where they can

explore, grow, and discover what they’re capable of,” said

Steve Casenza, CEO & CFO, Palm Beach Maritime Academy.

“Securing our facilities means we can keep building on

everything we’ve worked so hard to create. We’re grateful to Grow Schools for believing in our

mission and helping us take this next step.”

About Palm Beach Maritime Academy



An aerial view shows one of Palm Beach Maritime

Academy’s two Lantana campuses, which were

recently acquired through a transaction supported by

Grow Schools. (photo courtesy of Palm Beach

Maritime Academy)

Founded in 1999, Palm Beach Maritime

Academy is a K–12 STEAM charter

school in Lantana, Florida, authorized

by Palm Beach County. The school

serves nearly 1,000 students across an

elementary campus at 1518 Lantana

Road and a secondary campus at 600 S

East Coast Avenue, with a distinctive

curriculum rooted in marine sciences

and experiential learning. PBMA has

been recognized as a Best of Palm

Beach County school for multiple

consecutive years.

About Grow Schools

Grow Schools helps schools get where

they’re going — providing the money,

resources, and know-how to create

thriving schools. Through its Money to

Buy Your School, Money to Run Your School, and Kids to Fill Your School programs, Grow Schools

supports schools with facilities, working capital, and enrollment solutions. Grow Schools is

affiliated with School Infrastructure Fund II Holdings LLC and its investment entities involved in

the acquisition and ownership of public and charter school facilities. American Infrastructure

Partners, LLC serves as investment manager to School Infrastructure Fund II Holdings LLC.

About American Infrastructure Partners

American Infrastructure Partners is an infrastructure investment firm founded to rebuild and

enhance critical infrastructure across the United States, with a focus on education, logistics,

transportation, and water infrastructure. The firm partners with local and state governments to

deliver real assets and essential services, leveraging decades of collaboration experience to

continuously improve local infrastructure and quality of life.

_______________________________________

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes Palm Beach Maritime Academy different from other charter schools in Palm Beach

County?

Founded in 1999, Palm Beach Maritime Academy (PBMA) is the longest-running general



education charter school in Palm Beach County. The school serves nearly 1,000 K–12 students

through a distinctive STEAM curriculum centered on marine sciences, experiential learning and

real-world problem solving. Students participate in hands-on activities such as shark tagging,

boat building and coastal conservation projects that connect classroom learning to South

Florida’s unique environment. PBMA has also been recognized as a Best of Palm Beach County

school for multiple consecutive years.

Why is a marine sciences STEAM program uniquely valuable for students in South Florida?

Palm Beach Maritime Academy offers students an opportunity to learn through the environment

that surrounds them every day. Rather than studying science solely through textbooks, students

participate in hands-on marine science experiences that bring concepts to life. By combining

STEAM education, environmental stewardship, project-based learning and career exploration,

the school helps students develop scientific literacy, critical thinking skills and college-and-career

readiness. For families seeking innovative public school options in Palm Beach County, PBMA

provides a one-of-a-kind educational experience.

Why does permanent ownership and control of school facilities matter for charter school

students and families?

Facility stability plays a critical role in a school's long-term success. When a school does not have

secure control of its facilities, uncertainty around leases and future occupancy can disrupt

planning, staffing and investment in educational programs. By securing long-term facilities for

both campuses, Palm Beach Maritime Academy can focus on serving students, strengthening

programs and investing in future growth. For families, it provides confidence that the school will

remain a stable educational option in the community for years to come.

Kelliann Amico

Amico PR
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