ﬁPREsswiRE

Growing Galway Population and Tooth Loss
Awareness Drive Demand for Dental Implants
and General Dentistry

Galway Dentists highlights the
importance of dental implants,
preventative care and general dental
treatments as Galway’s population grows

GALWAY, GALWAY CITY, IRELAND, June
11, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Galway
Dentists highlights the importance of
dental implants, preventative care and
general dental treatments as Galway's
population grows and more Irish adults
seek long-term oral health solutions.

GALWAY, IRELAND - Growing

awareness of tooth loss, ageing, oral

health and population growth in Galway is increasing the importance of accessible dental
implants and general dental treatments for patients across the west of Ireland.

Galway Dentists, a Galway-based dental practice providing
“ general, preventative and restorative dental care, is
highlighting the role of modern dentistry in helping
patients maintain healthy teeth, replace missing teeth and
prevent oral health issues from becoming more complex.

No two patients are the
same. Some patients want
to replace one missing
tooth, while others may
need more complex
restorative care.”

Dr. Eilis O'Hagan

According to Census 2022 data from the Central Statistics
Office, Galway's population grew to 277,737, reflecting

continued demand for healthcare services across the city
and county. Galway city and suburbs had a population of

85,910 in 2022, with larger towns such as Tuam, Ballinasloe, Loughrea, Oranmore and Athenry
also serving important local populations.

As Galway continues to grow and attract residents from across Ireland and abroad, access to


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.galwaydentists.ie/
https://www.galwaydentists.ie/
https://www.galwaydentists.ie/dental-implants/

general dental care, preventative
treatment and tooth replacement
options is becoming increasingly
important.

Tooth loss remains a major oral health
concern in Ireland, particularly among
older adults. Research from The Irish
Longitudinal Study on Ageing found
that 18% of Irish adults aged 54 and
over have no natural teeth. The same
report found that tooth loss rises
sharply with age, affecting 40% of
adults aged 75 and over compared
with 7% of adults aged 54 to 64.

The effects of tooth loss can extend far
beyond appearance. Missing teeth may
affect chewing, speech, comfort, social

confidence and overall oral function. In
some cases, tooth loss may also affect

the position of remaining teeth and the
way the bite functions over time.

“Many patients initially think about
missing teeth as a cosmetic concern,
but the impact can be much wider.
Missing teeth can affect eating,
speaking, confidence and long-term
oral health. Dental implants are one
option that may help suitable patients
restore both function and
appearance.”

Dental implants are designed to
replace missing teeth by placing an
artificial tooth root into the jawbone.
Once restored with a crown, bridge or
denture, an implant can provide
support for replacement teeth and
help restore function in suitable cases. Many patients are looking for information, specifically,
how dental implants work.




Galway Dentists notes that implant

suitability depends on several factors, m G A LWAY
including gum health, bone levels,

medical history, smoking status, oral V \/

hygiene and the patient’s overall

treatment goals. Not every patient is

suitable for dental implants, and an
individual consultation is needed before treatment options can be recommended.

Tooth loss can happen for many reasons, including gum disease, tooth decay, trauma, failed
restorations or long-term dental neglect. For this reason, dental professionals continue to
emphasise that prevention remains the foundation of long-term oral health.

General dental treatments play a central role in preventing avoidable tooth loss. Routine
examinations, professional hygiene appointments, fillings, gum care, root canal treatment,

crowns and extractions where necessary all form part of a wider approach to maintaining oral
health.

Gum disease is one of the major causes of tooth loss in adults. It can develop gradually and may
not cause obvious symptoms in its early stages. Regular dental check-ups and hygiene
appointments can help identify gum problems earlier and support patients in maintaining
healthier teeth and gums.

Preventative care is especially important in a growing population. As more people live, work and
retire in Galway, demand for routine dental care, emergency appointments, restorative
treatment and tooth replacement options is likely to remain strong.

Ireland’s population also continues to age. As more adults retain their teeth for longer, dental
care needs are changing. Rather than simply replacing missing teeth with removable dentures,
many patients are now seeking fixed or more stable treatment options where appropriate.

Dental implants are one of the most widely discussed options in modern restorative dentistry,
but they are not the only solution. Depending on the patient’s needs, treatment options may
include implants, bridges, dentures, crowns or other restorative approaches.

For patients missing a single tooth, a dental implant and crown may be considered where
clinically suitable. For patients missing several teeth, implant-supported bridges or other

restorative options may be discussed. For patients with unstable dentures, implants may
sometimes be used to improve retention and comfort.

However, Galway Dentists stresses that treatment planning must be personalised.

“No two patients are the same. Some patients want to replace one missing tooth, while others



may need more complex restorative care. The right approach depends on the patient’s oral
health, expectations, medical history and long-term maintenance needs.”
Dr. Eilis O'Hagan

General dentistry remains equally important. A strong dental care plan should not only focus on
replacing missing teeth, but also on protecting the teeth that remain. This may involve treating
decay, improving gum health, restoring damaged teeth, managing wear and helping patients
maintain good oral hygiene at home.

Dental crowns are often used to protect weakened or heavily restored teeth. Root canal
treatment may help save infected teeth that would otherwise need extraction. Fillings can
restore teeth affected by decay. Hygiene appointments can help reduce plaque and tartar build-
up and support healthier gums.

This combination of preventative and restorative care is particularly important for adults who
want to avoid future tooth loss.

The increasing awareness of oral health is also changing how patients approach dental
treatment. Many people now research symptoms and treatment options online before booking
an appointment. Patients often want to understand what causes tooth loss, whether implants
are suitable, how long treatment takes and what alternatives are available.

Galway Dentists encourages patients to seek professional advice rather than relying only on
online information. While online research can be useful, a dental examination is needed to
assess the mouth, gums, teeth, bite and bone levels properly.

The practice also notes that early intervention can often make treatment simpler. Small dental
problems may become more complex if left untreated. A small cavity can become a deeper
infection. Early gum inflammation can progress into more serious periodontal disease. A cracked
tooth may become harder to save if treatment is delayed.

This is one of the reasons routine dental care remains so important.

As Galway's population grows, the need for accessible and comprehensive dental services is
likely to continue. Patients need general dentistry for everyday oral health, hygiene care for gum
support, restorative dentistry for damaged teeth and dental implants or other solutions when
teeth are missing.

The broader message is clear: tooth loss should not be ignored, and oral health should be
maintained throughout life.

Modern dentistry offers a range of options to help patients protect, restore and replace teeth,
but the best outcomes usually begin with diagnosis, planning and long-term maintenance.



Further information about dental implants is available at:

https://www.galwaydentists.ie/dental-implants/

Further information about Galway Dentists is available at:

https://www.galwaydentists.ie/

About Galway Dentists

Galway Dentists is a Galway-based dental practice providing general, preventative, restorative
and cosmetic dental treatments. Services include dental implants, dental crowns, fillings,
periodontal treatment, hygiene services, root canal treatment, extractions and routine dental
care. The practice focuses on helping patients maintain healthy smiles through preventative
care, patient education and modern treatment options.

Dr. Eilis O'Hagan
Galway Dentists
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