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New Philosophical Essay Explores What Moral
Adequacy Leaves Out

What Respect Leaves Out argues that people can fulfill their
moral obligations yet still fail to become genuinely present to
one another.

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, June 23, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- What Respect Leaves Out
Challenges Contemporary Ideas of Moral Life

The book explores a gap
inside morally serious life
itself: the difference
between meeting our
obligations and inhabiting
our relations.”

New philosophical essay explores the gap between moral
correctness and genuine human attention

In a cultural moment increasingly focused on moral clarity,
public accountability, and the language of respect, author
Gavin Doyle's new book-length essay asks a different
question: What if respect, however important, is not

Gavin Doyle
enough?

What Respect Leaves Out: An Essay on Attention and the Limits of Moral Correctness (Statera
Press, June 23, 2026) argues that much of contemporary moral discourse mistakes ethical
adequacy for the fullness of human encounter. The result, Doyle suggests, is a society
increasingly skilled at respecting one another while becoming less capable of truly seeing one
another.

Drawing on thinkers including Simone Weil, Iris Murdoch, Emmanuel Levinas, and contemporary
critiques of the attention economy, Doyle explores the distinction between moral correctness
and attentive presence. While respect establishes necessary boundaries for social life, the book
argues that human relationships often require something more demanding: sustained attention
to the particular reality of another person.

"The deepest failures in human life are not always failures of morality. Sometimes they occur
after morality has done its work. A person can be treated fairly, respected fully, and still remain
unseen."

The essay examines subjects ranging from public moral discourse and digital culture to
friendship, love, and everyday encounters. Throughout, Doyle asks whether contemporary ethics
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has become increasingly concerned with what we owe one
another while losing sight of how we attend to one
another.

Rather than rejecting respect, the book argues for
recognizing its limits. Respect may protect human dignity,
Doyle contends, but it cannot by itself create the forms of
attention through which people become genuinely present
to one another.

"I became interested in a question that modern ethics does
not always know how to ask. What happens when people
do everything morality requires and something important
is still missing? This book explores the gap between moral
adequacy and the fuller forms of presence that human
relationships often need."

Part philosophy, part cultural criticism, and part reflective
essay, What Respect Leaves Out contributes to ongoing
conversations about ethics, attention, technology, and the
conditions of meaningful human connection.
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Cover of What Respect Leaves
Out: An Essay on Moral
Adequacy and Presence by Gavin
Doyle.

Gavin Doyle is an essayist and independent scholar whose work explores ethics, attention,
perception, and contemporary culture. His writing examines the relationship between moral life
and human experience in an age increasingly shaped by digital mediation and public

performance.

Book Information

Title: What Respect Leaves Out: An Essay on Moral Adequacy and Presence

Author: Gavin Doyle

Publisher: Statera Press

Publication Date: June 23, 2026
Formats: Hardcover, Paperback, Ebook
Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-971828-01-5
Pages: 201

Available wherever books are sold.

Review copies and author interviews are available upon request.

John Steele



Deriva Publishing
+1212-461-0003
email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/918825384

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5812659
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/918825384
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

