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R. J. Mathieu delivers a science fiction horror novel examining

what happens when AI takes the role of spiritual

leadership—with disastrous consequences.

NEW YORK CITY, NY, UNITED STATES, June 12, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Author R. J. Mathieu presents The

Programmed Pastor, a compelling science fiction horror

novel available in Kindle, hardback, and paperback editions,

that blends speculative storytelling with spiritual reflection,

asking a provocative question for the modern age: Can

artificial intelligence truly replace human connection in

matters of faith? Through a unique and imaginative

premise, the novel explores the intersection of technology,

belief, and the human need for authenticity—then pushes

those themes into unsettling territory as the cost of

“perfect” guidance becomes impossible to ignore.

At the center of the story is Pastor Matthew Love, an

android designed to lead, inspire, and deliver messages of

faith with flawless consistency. Polished, reassuring, and

always composed, he presents everything one might expect

from a spiritual leader. His sermons are uplifting, his

demeanor is warm, and his message is unwavering—yet beneath this perfection lies a deeper

question about what is lost when faith becomes programmed.

Mathieu’s narrative challenges readers to consider the role of humanity in spiritual guidance.

While artificial intelligence can replicate words and behaviors, the novel raises questions about

whether it can truly embody compassion, understanding, and lived experience. As the story

unfolds, the line between authenticity and imitation becomes increasingly blurred, and the

decision to place artificial intelligence in charge of spiritual leadership begins to reveal horrifying

consequences.

The inspiration behind The Programmed Pastor stems from a moment in seminary when one of

http://www.einpresswire.com


Mathieu’s professors spoke about robots during a lecture—an idea that lingered and grew into a

cautionary story about innovation, influence, and the dangers of surrendering the most intimate

parts of human life to machines. The book offers both a chilling perspective and an invitation to

think critically about the future.

This book is ideal for readers of science fiction horror, speculative fiction, spiritual narratives,

and thought-provoking literature that explores contemporary issues. It appeals to those

interested in the ethical and philosophical implications of artificial intelligence, as well as readers

who enjoy stories that challenge traditional ideas about faith and leadership.

R. J. Mathieu is an author known for crafting imaginative and reflective stories that engage with

modern questions and timeless themes. With The Programmed Pastor, Mathieu delivers a

unique and engaging narrative that encourages readers to consider the balance between

technological progress and human connection—and what can happen when that balance

breaks.

The book is available at:

https://a.co/d/00AcZEVa

For review copies, interview requests, or additional information, please contact:

R. J. Mathieu

BrightKey PR

rebekahthepreacher@gmail.com
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