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Even Nobel and Pulitzer winners aren't safe
from the censor: new open database
documents book bans across 119 countries
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books across 119 countries, from ancient

Rome to 2026 — including 46 Nobel Award-winning banned books.
laureates and 27 Pulitzer winners. - - —

G RO N | N G E N N ETH E R LA N DS J une 'I 5 The world's two most celebrated literary honours are no shield against the censor. Every author and book below
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has won a Nobel Prize in Literature or a Pulitzer Prize— and every one has also been banned, removed, or

. . challenged somewhere. The scale varies enormously: for a few, like Toni Morrison or John Steinbeck, that means
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Toni unires of chaliengee scross many couriies; fo¢ manyi s & Singls removalcne schodi detid, sometmes
. . . decades ago. The point isn't a worldwide suppression of great literature — it is something quieter and, in its way,
Morrison, John Steinbeck, Boris more teling: even Iterature’s highest honours are no guarantee againt a censor. The Nobel horours a witers
whole body of work, so it appears here at the author level; the Pulitzer is awarded to a single book. Each entry
P t k G b H | G 4 M 4 . shows when the prize was awarded and, where available, the committee's own citation.
asternak, Gabriel Garcia Marquez:
writers honoured with the Nobel Prize
in Literature whose books were later
b anne d , remove d ,orc h a 1 en ged A Y The Nobel Prize in Literature ¥ The Pulitzer Prize
Established by the 1895 will of the Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel and first Endowed by the newspaper publisher Joseph Pulitzer and first awarded
H awarded in 1901, it is given each year by the Swedish Academy to an in 1917 through Columbia University, the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction —
newly published open-data catalogue, e
outstanding work in an idealistic direction.” Because it honours an entire by an American author, preferably dealing with Ar is
b a n n e d - b O O kS O rz ; d o C u m e n ts t h a t ceuvre r: n a single title, it appears here as an author-level awarded to a specific book. Art Spiegelman’s graj
= 4 distinction. nobelprize.org received a one-off Special Citation in 1992. pulitzer.org
pattern at scale — 46 Nobel laureates
and 27 Pulitzer winners in its records Award-winning banned books on Banned-Books.org

have had work censored — as part of a
wider effort to map book censorship
across countries and historical periods.

The catalogue holds 15,887 distinct titles with at least one documented ban, restriction, or
challenge, drawn from 119 countries — including states that no longer exist, such as the Soviet
Union, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia. The earliest record dates to ancient Rome,
where Ovid's Ars Amatoria was banished under Augustus; the most recent are from 2026. Every
record traces back to a source citation, so readers can follow each claim to where it came from.

What distinguishes the project from the best-known reference points — the American Library
Association and PEN America — is scope. Those organisations document censorship within the
United States. banned-books.org records bans in 118 countries outside the US as well: nearly
half of its 15,887 titles (7,905) appear in a country other than the United States, and at least
4,800 titles have an original language other than English. The aim is a single international
reference rather than a patchwork of national lists.

A small number of titles recur across many jurisdictions. Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses
appears in records from 22 countries; Lady Chatterley's Lover, 1984, and Animal Farm each
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across roughly a dozen. The overwhelming majority of
“ banned titles, however, are recorded in just one country —
in the data, censorship is mostly a local and national act,
with a small core of works contested worldwide.

Banned Books is not an
answer to censorship; itis a
record of it. A catalogue
cannot stop a book from
being banned, but it can

"The Nobel and Pulitzer numbers are not meant to suggest
that only ‘great literature’ is at risk," said Ludo Raedts, who
make it harder to pretend built the catalogue. "They Shorl somethlsg more bT|S|T: |
the ban never happened.” statu;does not protect alboclz . (_;ensors ip is usually ocah,
Ludo Raedts, founder of specific, and easy to overlook unless someone records who

banned-books.org removed what, where, when, and why."

The catalogue's editorial approach is to document, not endorse. It records what happened —
when and where a book was banned, and the cited reason — without taking a position on
whether the ban was justified or whether the book has merit.

The open core of the dataset is available under a CC-BY-4.0 licence with a permanent citation
identifier (DOI 10.5281/zenod0.20511553) for researchers, librarians, and educators; an enriched
commercial version is also available. banned-books.org is an independent, one-person project
based in the Netherlands, built with open-source tools and no funding from publishers,
governments, or advocacy organisations.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/919736581

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
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