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India-Oman CEPA 2026 Triggers Major Apparel
Sourcing Migration Across the Gulf

India-Oman CEPA removes apparel
import duties, making India a more
competitive sourcing hub for GCC brands
through lower costs and stronger supply
chains.

FARIDABAD, HARYANA, INDIA, June 16,
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The newly
implemented India-Oman CEPA is
creating significant momentum across
the global apparel industry, opening
new opportunities for Omani and GCC
fashion brands seeking cost-effective,
high-quality, and reliable garment
manufacturing solutions.

With the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) now in
force, trade between India and Oman
has entered a new era. While the
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GCC and Omani Brands Should Manufacture in India
Now

agreement covers multiple sectors including energy, technology, and manufacturing, the apparel
industry stands to be one of the biggest beneficiaries.

For fashion brands, retailers, wholesalers, and private-label
“ businesses across Oman and the wider Gulf region, the

India-Oman CEPA is a game-
changer for Gulf fashion
brands, unlocking duty-free
sourcing, faster supply
chains, and world-class
manufacturing from India.”
Kalpana Agrawal

agreement presents a powerful opportunity to strengthen
supply chains, improve sourcing efficiency, and access
India's world-class textile and apparel manufacturing
ecosystem.

India-Oman CEPA Removes Key Trade Barriers for Apparel
Imports

One of the most impactful outcomes of the agreement is the removal of customs duties on a
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vast majority of Indian exports entering
Oman.

According to official government
announcements, Oman has granted
duty-free market access to more than
98% of its tariff lines, covering nearly

all Indian exports by value. For the K4 Y

textile and apparel sector, this 5‘;’ ‘;‘, G
translates into duty-free access across N ‘t:_'l,. ‘,u:: N A M E
hundreds of garment and textile ""-.\,x,_!..-':

categories.

For Gulf-based fashion businesses, this
development can generate immediate
savings on imported apparel. Lower
import costs provide brands with
greater pricing flexibility, improved
profit margins, and additional
resources for product development,
marketing, and expansion.
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As global competition intensifies, these cost advantages can play a crucial role in helping brands
remain competitive while maintaining product quality.

India's Vertically Integrated Textile Ecosystem Creates a Competitive Edge

Beyond tariff benefits, the India-Oman CEPA strengthens access to one of the world's most
comprehensive textile supply chains.

India is among the largest producers of cotton, textiles, and apparel globally. Unlike many
sourcing destinations that rely heavily on imported raw materials, India offers a vertically
integrated manufacturing ecosystem that spans fibre production, spinning, weaving, knitting,
dyeing, finishing, garment manufacturing, and packaging.

This integrated structure helps reduce supply chain complexity and improves production
efficiency.

For fashion brands in Oman, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain, sourcing from
India means gaining access to a manufacturing environment capable of supporting everything
from private-label basics and luxury apparel to technical garments and sustainable fashion
collections.



The ability to source fabrics, trims, and finished garments within a single ecosystem also
contributes to shorter lead times and improved production planning.

Growing Opportunities in Sustainable and Technical Apparel Manufacturing

Consumer expectations across the Gulf are changing rapidly. Modern shoppers increasingly seek
products that combine quality, transparency, and sustainability.

This shift has encouraged many fashion brands to explore responsible manufacturing practices
and environmentally conscious materials.

India is well-positioned to support this demand.
Many Indian textile manufacturers have invested heavily in sustainable production technologies,
including water recycling systems, renewable energy infrastructure, responsible sourcing

programs, and internationally recognized certifications such as GOTS and OEKO-TEX.

The agreement also supports greater collaboration in technical textiles and performance
apparel.

Brands producing activewear, athleisure, uniforms, and functional garments can benefit from
India's growing expertise in advanced fabrics engineered for moisture management, durability,

comfort, and performance.

With simplified trade procedures and enhanced market access, the pathway to developing
innovative apparel collections has become significantly more efficient.

Oman Emerges as a Strategic Distribution Hub for the GCC
The significance of the India-Oman CEPA extends beyond bilateral trade.

Oman's strategic geographic position, combined with its modern logistics infrastructure and free
zone network, creates new opportunities for regional distribution.

Major ports such as Dugm, Salalah, and Sohar continue to strengthen Oman's position as a
gateway to the Gulf region.

For fashion businesses, this creates the possibility of manufacturing garments in India and
utilizing Oman as a distribution and logistics hub for wider GCC markets.

This approach can improve inventory management, shorten delivery timelines, and enhance
responsiveness to changing consumer demand across the region.



As speed-to-market becomes increasingly important in the fashion industry, these logistics
advantages can provide a meaningful competitive edge.

Why Gulf Fashion Brands Are Looking to India

The combination of duty-free access, manufacturing expertise, sustainability capabilities, and
supply chain reliability is making India an increasingly attractive sourcing destination.

Indian manufacturers today offer far more than basic garment production. Many factories now
specialize in premium apparel, luxury finishing, sustainable textiles, private-label manufacturing,
and complex product development.

For fashion brands seeking long-term growth, India provides access to skilled craftsmanship,
scalable production capacity, competitive pricing, and global-quality standards.

The implementation of the India-Oman CEPA further strengthens these advantages and creates
an environment where Gulf brands can source more efficiently while maintaining quality and
profitability.

NoName Strengthens Apparel Supply Chains Between India and the Gulf

As sourcing activity increases under the new trade framework, choosing the right manufacturing
partner becomes critical.

NoName has established itself as a trusted apparel manufacturer in India and a reliable apparel
sourcing partner for businesses across Oman and the GCC region.

The company supports international brands through end-to-end manufacturing services that
include product development, fabric sourcing, pattern making, sampling, private-label
production, quality control, and export coordination.

With expertise in sustainable apparel, premium garment manufacturing, and flexible production
solutions, NoName helps fashion brands leverage the opportunities created by the India-Oman
CEPA while maintaining consistency, quality, and supply chain efficiency.

Conclusion

The India-Oman CEPA represents a major milestone for the textile and apparel industries of both
nations.

By removing trade barriers, improving market access, strengthening logistics connectivity, and
encouraging deeper manufacturing collaboration, the agreement creates a powerful foundation
for future growth.
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For Omani and GCC fashion brands, the message is clear: India offers an increasingly attractive
combination of quality, value, sustainability, and manufacturing capability.

As the Gulf apparel market continues to evolve, businesses that establish strong sourcing
partnerships in India will be well-positioned to capitalize on new opportunities, accelerate
growth, and build resilient supply chains for the future.
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