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Australia's most vulnerable treated as the
vegemite between a slice of State and Federal
Government

Federal government NDIS legislation
change forces states to fix disability
support gaps later when better planning NDIS & DISABILITY

now could avoid costs blowing out ten

fold SERVICES REFORM

MEDIA BRIEFING
AUSTRALIA, June 17, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- “While the MR RIVER NIGHT - 7
Federal Government pushes forward AR . S
legislation to force states into fixing m %ﬂ,\ (e am R ey
gaps in supports for people living with  NDIS and disability sector changes Are we sacrificing

disability, advocates ask why not plan sustainability by a lack of planning?
so it doesn't end up costing 10 times

more”, said Mr Night today, National
Disability Sector Advocate and the person responsible for delivering the largest disability events
in Australia’s history.

“The real story of NDIS individual plan and budget blow
“ outs is that we removed case management, face to face
quarterly accountability, independent oversite and checks,
took away the driver at the wheel that made sure things
were done well. It resulted in a direct increase in rorting,
plans not being correct, over funding and underfunding,
people eligible that should not be and treatment of human
beings like cars being manufactured in a factory.

Continuing to do things
poorly but for fewer people
is a false economy, that
doesn't pass the pub test
and costs us ten times more
in the long run,
undermining sustainability.”
Mr Night, National Disability
Sector Advocate

“The simple fix that requires zero legislation change is face
to face, independent case management, which we have
done for decades because it works. That was thrown out

by NDIS, even though it is the number one strategy that proactively prevents rorting, budget
blow outs and gets it right.


http://www.einpresswire.com

"The current state of things has been
created by design, removing
professional judgement and trying to
simplify decision making for complex
cases, not reading professional reports
and recommendations, not doing face
to face planning, automating decisions
and plan roll overs, removing
independent safeguards, refusing
codesign of policy and procedure with
the experts in the field, ignoring every
advocacy agency and professional
body, and ignoring 80% of the
recommendations of a huge Disability
Royal Commission.

“It is impossible to ensure services are
funded right when you don't make
them sit down in a room, face to face,
with participants and stakeholders and
have real conversations every 3
months to ask if it is working, are funds
right, is everyone doing what they
should, what options are being
explored outside of NDIS and are we
doing everything possible to support
people to thrive and become more
independent.

“I know people on almost half a million
dollars a year of NDIS funding that
haven't seen or talked to a NDIS
planner in years and just keep getting
their plans ‘rolled over’. The running
insanity is that many don't need the
same level of funding and could have
their plans reduced by hundreds of
thousands of dollars or more because
they are doing really well, but NDIS
refuses to even have the conversation

Disability advocates in Australia are concerned by the
false economy of cutting access without fixing the
root cause of budget blow outs
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Hearing from tens of thousands of people with
disability in Australia we are looking for plans

about saving money. At the same time we see other people dying and fighting for basics.

“The tragedy is that people living with disability are terrified by what is to come, states are not



even close to ready or even have a plan of how they will buffer proposed cuts because no one
has details. Hundreds of thousands of Australian’s are possibly being removed from funded
supports and at the same time, NDIS refuses to have face to face planning meetings and do
basic due diligence to fix budget blow outs.

“The fixes to budget blow outs are good, face to face case management, simple, local safeguards
and professional decision making instead of tick and flick paperwork. Instead of these fixes the
plan seems to be to continue to not do the basics, but to just keep doing things poorly for less
people to save money.

“The reason for the lack of confidence in the sector right now with our leaders is that we had a
huge Disability Royal Commission and an NDIS Review that provided hundreds of
recommendations and 80 percent or more of those have not been actioned and have been
ignored.
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