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Monument Valley Highlighted as Historic
Route 66 Detour Ahead of 2026 Centennial

Navajo Nation destination gains

attention as travelers plan extended

Southwest road trip stops for Route 66’ §

100-year anniversary

OLJATO-MONUMENT VALLEY, UT,

UNITED STATES, June 18, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- As Route 66 ADVE NTUROUS
approaches its 100-year anniversary in MONUMENT VALLEY TOURS
November 2026, Monument Valley is MV Logo

gaining renewed recognition as a

meaningful and accessible detour for

travelers exploring the historic “Mother Road.” With early centennial travel planning already

underway, tourism professionals across the Southwest are pointing to Monument Valley as one
of the most compelling extensions to a traditional Route 66 itinerary.

“ While Route 66 itself runs through Arizona and remains a
cornerstone of American road trip culture, nearby routes
such as U.S. Highway 163 provide direct access to
Monument Valley, a landscape long associated with the
visual identity of the American West. The highway's iconic
approach—framed by towering sandstone

Route 66 has always
represented exploration and
connection”

Fernando Cly

formations—has made it a recognizable feature for travelers seeking scenic continuity beyond
the main corridor.

As interest grows around the centennial, travel experts are encouraging visitors to look beyond
the core Route 66 path and consider nearby destinations that contribute to the broader story of
the region. Monument Valley stands out not only for its geological significance, but also for its
cultural importance within the Navajo Nation.

Known globally for its dramatic red rock formations, Monument Valley has become a defining
location for Southwest road trip stops, offering travelers an opportunity to experience one of the
most photographed landscapes in North America. However, beyond its visual appeal, the area
remains an active cultural landscape where traditions, history, and land stewardship continue to
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shape the visitor experience.

Navajo-led experiences play a central
role in how visitors engage with the

region. Guided tours provide access to
areas not open to the general public
while offering insight into the stories
and traditions tied to the land. For
many visitors researching the best way
to see Monument Valley, these guided
experiences provide context that
extends beyond a standard scenic
drive.

“Route 66 has always represented
exploration and connection,” said
Fernando Cly, Guide at Adventurous
Monument Valley Tours. “As travelers
begin planning for the centennial,
many are looking for destinations that
offer both iconic scenery and cultural
understanding. Monument Valley
naturally fits into that journey.”

In addition to guided experiences,
travelers frequently explore the 17-
mile Valley Drive, a route that loops
through some of the most recognizable
formations in the park. Questions such
as how long is the Monument Valley
drive are common among visitors
planning their itineraries, particularly as they consider how to incorporate the destination into a
broader Route 66 trip. Depending on road conditions and stops, the drive typically takes
between two to four hours, though guided tours often provide a more comprehensive
experience.

Driving through Monument Valley

The increased attention surrounding the Route 66 centennial is expected to influence travel
patterns across the Southwest, particularly during peak tourism seasons in spring, summer, and
fall of 2026. Monument Valley's location near key Arizona segments of Route 66 positions it as a
practical addition for travelers seeking to expand their journey without significant detours from
the region.

Tourism planners also note that Monument Valley appeals to a wide range of travelers, including
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families, couples, retirees, and
international visitors. Its combination
of accessibility, scenic value, and
cultural depth aligns with evolving
travel preferences that emphasize
meaningful experiences over
traditional sightseeing alone.

In particular, interest in Monument
Valley May travel is expected to
increase as visitors look to avoid peak
summer heat while still experiencing
favorable weather conditions and
extended daylight hours. Seasonal
considerations are likely to play an
important role in how travelers
structure their Route 66 itineraries,
with Monument Valley serving as a
flexible stop that can be incorporated
at various points throughout the
journey.

Beyond logistics and accessibility,
Monument Valley continues to be
recognized for its role in preserving
and sharing Navajo culture. Guided
tours often include storytelling,
historical context, and discussions
about land use and
preservation—elements that
contribute to a more informed and
respectful visitor experience.
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As the Route 66 centennial approaches, the conversation around travel is shifting from simply
retracing the historic highway to understanding the broader landscapes and communities
connected to it. Monument Valley's inclusion in this dialogue reflects a growing awareness of
destinations that offer both visual impact and cultural significance.

For travelers planning their Route 66 journey in 2026, Monument Valley represents an
opportunity to expand the traditional road trip into a more comprehensive Southwest
experience. With its proximity to the historic route and its longstanding presence in American
travel imagery, the region is expected to remain a key point of interest leading up to and

throughout the centennial year.
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Visitors are encouraged to plan ahead, particularly for guided access within Navajo Nation lands,
as demand is expected to increase. Advance reservations, seasonal awareness, and an
understanding of local guidelines can help ensure a smooth and respectful visit.

About Adventurous Monument Valley Tours

Adventurous Monument Valley Tours provides Navajo-led guided experiences through
Monument Valley, offering access to culturally significant sites and immersive storytelling rooted
in the traditions of the Navajo Nation. As part of The Adventurous Group, the company focuses
on delivering educational, respectful, and experience-driven tours that highlight the natural
beauty and cultural importance of the region.

Fernando Cly, Guide

Adventurous Monument Valley Tours
+1 928-418-5665
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