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Melbourne Plumbing Experts Warn of
Increased Winter Plumbing Emergencies as

Temperatures Drop

Cold weather, increased demand for hot
water, and ageing infrastructure
contribute to a rise in winter plumbing
issues across Melbourne.

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA,
June 23, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As
winter temperatures persist across
Melbourne, local plumbing
professionals are reporting increased
demand for emergency plumbing
services and urging homeowners to
address minor issues before they lead
to costly repairs.

According to industry observations,
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Hot water systems are among the most heavily used
household appliances during winter.

winter is one of the busiest periods for plumbing call-outs, with hot water system failures, burst
pipes, blocked drains, and leaks among the most common issues affecting households during

the colder months.

Plumbing professionals say the combination of increased
“ hot water usage, seasonal weather conditions, and ageing

A system that is struggling in
autumn is unlikely to
improve once winter
demand increases.”

Byron Slabbert

infrastructure can place additional pressure on residential
plumbing systems.

“Winter changes how households use water,” said Byron
Slabbert, Owner of Zebra Plumbing. “People take longer

hot showers, spend more time indoors, and rely heavily on

their hot water systems. When existing issues are already present, winter often brings them to

the surface.”

Across Melbourne, many plumbing issues begin as small, unnoticed problems. Minor leaks,
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ageing pipework, reduced water pressure, and declining hot water performance can worsen
during periods of increased demand.

Industry professionals note that older homes may be particularly vulnerable, especially those
with ageing plumbing infrastructure that has not been inspected or maintained in recent years.

Hot Water Systems Under Pressure

Hot water systems are among the most heavily used household appliances during winter.
Increased demand can place additional strain on systems approaching the end of their service
life, leading to reduced efficiency or unexpected breakdowns.

Warning signs may include inconsistent water temperatures, unusual noises, discoloured water,
or a noticeable increase in energy consumption.

“Many emergency call-outs could be avoided if warning signs were identified early,” Slabbert
said. “A system that is struggling in autumn is unlikely to improve once winter demand
increases.”

Common Winter Plumbing Issues

Plumbing professionals recommend homeowners remain aware of several common winter-
related issues, including:

1. Hot water system failures

2. Hidden leaks and dripping taps

3. Blocked drains

4. Reduced water pressure

5. Outdoor pipe and fixture damage

6. Overflowing gutters and stormwater drainage issues

Addressing these concerns early can help reduce the risk of unexpected disruptions during
winter.

Preventative Maintenance Recommended

Industry experts recommend simple preventative checks throughout winter, including
monitoring hot water performance, checking visible pipework for signs of leaks, clearing gutters
and drains, and arranging professional inspections where concerns arise.

With many households relying heavily on plumbing systems during colder weather, preventative
maintenance can help minimise emergency repairs and extend the lifespan of household
infrastructure.



“The most effective way to deal with plumbing emergencies is often to prevent them from
happening in the first place,” Slabbert added. “Small issues are usually easier and less costly to
resolve before they become urgent.”

About Zebra Plumbing

Zebra Plumbing is a Melbourne-based, family-run plumbing company servicing Kew, Hawthorn,
Richmond, and surrounding suburbs. The company provides residential and commercial
plumbing services, including maintenance, emergency plumbing, hot water systems, drainage,
and installations.
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