
Meridian Rapid Defense Group Helps Secure
Historic Obama Presidential Center Opening
Attended by Four Former Presidents

Traffic Orange Archer 1200 Mobile

Barrier With Road Closed Wayfinding

Sign

Meridian Vehicle Safety Mitigation Plan protects visitors

as Chicago hosts one of its highest-profile public

gatherings of the Year

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, June 25, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Meridian Rapid Defense

Group played a major role in the extensive public

safety operation surrounding the opening of the

Obama Presidential Center, helping create secure

pedestrian zones for a historic event attended by

former Presidents Barack Obama, Bill Clinton,

George W. Bush and Joe Biden.

Working as part of a coordinated effort involving

security, event management, and traffic-control

teams, Meridian deployed more than 150 Archer

1200 mobile barriers and 16 Archer Beam Gates

throughout the campus as part of a comprehensive

Vehicle Safety Mitigation Plan (VSMP) designed to

separate pedestrian areas from vehicle traffic.

The Obama Presidential Center campus extends far

beyond a traditional presidential library,

encompassing public gathering spaces, recreational facilities and landscaped areas expected to

attract visitors from across the United States and around the world.

In the days leading up to the opening, Meridian specialists worked closely with project partners,

establishing protected pedestrian areas while maintaining access for emergency responders,

event operations and authorized vehicles.

"This wasn't a single-location operation," said Meridian President Eric Alms. "The footprint

covered a large area with multiple access points and public spaces. Because the planning work

was completed well in advance, including development of the Vehicle Safety Mitigation Plan,

installation on the day went very smoothly despite the scale of the project."

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.betterbarriers.com/product/archer-1200/
https://www.betterbarriers.com/product/archer-1200/
https://www.betterbarriers.com/product/archer-beam-gate/


The challenge is always

balancing security with

accessibility”

Eric Alms

Creating safe pedestrian environments for events of this

size often requires months of preparation and only days to

implement. Meridian VSMPs are increasingly being used at

major public gatherings, civic celebrations, and high-profile

venues across North America as communities seek to

protect visitors from vehicle-related threats.

"The challenge is always balancing security with accessibility," Alms said. "The system must be

able to stop an unauthorized vehicle while still allowing approved traffic and emergency services

to move when necessary."

The Meridian Archer Beam Gate system is designed for rapid deployment and repositioning,

allowing security teams to adapt quickly to changing operational requirements. Unlike many

traditional systems, the gates require no external power source or hydraulic components.

"One advantage of the beam gate system is its simplicity and mobility," Alms added. "Crews can

assemble and deploy it quickly, making it particularly useful for temporary events where

flexibility and speed are important."

For visitors attending the opening, much of the security infrastructure remained largely

unnoticed. The focus instead was on experiencing the center's exhibits, public spaces and

programming. Behind the scenes, however, extensive planning and protective measures helped

support one of the most significant public events held in Chicago this year.

As the Obama Presidential Center begins welcoming visitors, its opening serves as a high-profile

example of how vehicle mitigation planning and temporary protective infrastructure can support

safety at major public venues while preserving access and the visitor experience.

Meridian Archer 1200 barriers, Archer Guard, and gates are “SAFETY Act Certified” by the United

States Department of Homeland Security (DHS), providing the ultimate standard in keeping

people, communities, and places safer. For more information about Meridian Rapid Defense

Group and the Archer 1200 vehicle barrier, visit www.meridian-barrier.com
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