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CrowdArena Benchmark: Crowdsourcing
Worker Counts Don't Predict Al Data Quality

Unidata's CrowdArena scores Prolific,
MTurk, Microworkers, SproutGigs, and
Connect across 60+ operational parameters.

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, June 26, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- June 26, 2026 — Unidata
released CrowdArena, an independent benchmark of the
“ five crowdsourcing platforms most commonly used by Al
and machine learning teams: Prolific, Amazon Mechanical
Turk (MTurk), Microworkers, SproutGigs, and Connect. The
study evaluates each platform across more than 60
operational parameters covering task coverage, business
maturity, workforce quality, and platform technology. Full
methodology and scoring are disclosed in the report.

The market still ranks
vendors by registered
headcount, although only
10-20% of workers deliver
60-80% of output, so real
capacity depends on the

active core that CrowdArena o
measures.” The central finding challenges how most Al teams currently

Kirill Meshyk, Head of Data select platform.s. Registered worker count .and'actual
workforce quality show almost no correlation in the data.
Microworkers reports 4.6 million registered workers but

Collection

scores 3.3 out of 5 on workforce quality. Connect, with 1.2 to 1.5 million registered workers,
scores 4.4, the highest of any platform tested. MTurk, despite a registered base of 200,000 to
250,000, operates with an active core of 40,000 to 50,000 workers.

"Buyers keep optimizing for the wrong number," said Kirill Meshyk, Head of Data Collection at
Unidata. "What determines project outcomes is the size and stability of the active power-user
core, the depth of contributor screening, and whether platform tooling matches the actual
workflow. CrowdArena is built around those operational realities rather than vendor
positioning."

The report identifies several patterns relevant to Al and ML buyers. Across every platform tested,
10 to 20 percent of workers complete 60 to 80 percent of all tasks, meaning registered counts
substantially overstate available capacity. APl depth and automation tooling are concentrated in
a single vendor, with MTurk scoring 4.5 out of 5 on platform technology while Microworkers and
SproutGigs score 2.1 and 1.5 respectively. Geographic reach is more concentrated than vendor
marketing suggests, with several platforms heavily dependent on one or two countries despite


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://unidata.pro/
https://unidata.pro/crowdsourcing-platforms-comparison/
https://unidata.pro/data-collection/

advertising global coverage.

For Al and ML annotation specifically,

the report recommends a hybrid

approach rather than single-vendor

selection, combining high-volume

platforms for raw data generation with

screened-pool platforms for validation,

reinforcement learning from human :4.2
feedback (RLHF), and high-quality :/ U m I DATA
human evaluation. Most teams -‘%
currently treat these platforms as

competing options rather than

complementary stages of a data
pipeline.

The full CrowdArena report, including
per-parameter scoring, platform-
specific decision framework, and
complete methodology, is available at

https://unidata.pro/crowdsourcing-
platforms-comparison/

Unidata — developer of CrowdArena, an independent
benchmarking platform for data vendors

About Unidata

Unidata is a data services company supporting Al and machine learning teams with annotation,
evaluation, and training data infrastructure. CrowdArena is part of Unidata's research initiative to
bring operational transparency to the data services market.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/922373208

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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