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LONDON, GREATER LONDON, UNITED

KINGDOM, June 26, 2026 The Business Research Company

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The very low

sulphur fuel oil market has been

witnessing robust expansion recently, driven by evolving environmental policies and increasing
maritime trade. As global shipping continues to grow, the demand for cleaner and more efficient
marine fuels is intensifying. Here’s a detailed overview of the market's size, growth factors, key
regions, and trends shaping its future.

Strong Growth Expectations for the Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil Market Size
The very low sulphur fuel oil market has experienced significant growth over recent years. It is

projected to rise from $100.32 billion in 2025 to $107.07 billion in 2026, reflecting a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 6.7%. This growth has been largely driven by the enforcement of
the International Maritime Organization's sulphur cap regulations, heightened concerns over
marine pollution, restrictions on high sulphur fuel oil use, expansion in global shipping trade
volumes, and the early implementation of emission control areas (ECAS).

Download a free sample of the very low sulphur fuel oil market report:
https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/sample request?id=24344935&type=smp&utm
source=EINPresswire&utm medium=Paid&utm campaign=jun PR

Outlook for the Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil Market Through 2030

Looking ahead, the market is expected to continue its strong upward trend, reaching $140.14
billion by 2030 with an estimated CAGR of 7.0%. This forecasted growth is supported by
tightening global decarbonization rules, the development of green shipping corridors, increased
uptake of alternative marine fuels, and a focus on enhancing fuel efficiency. Additionally,
expanding seaborne trade and logistics, along with innovations such as low sulphur blended
fuels, refinery hydrocracking technologies, bunker fuel supply chain improvements, and digital
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fuel monitoring systems, are shaping the market'’s evolution.

Understanding Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil and Its Environmental Role

Very low sulphur fuel oil (VLSFO) is a marine fuel that contains a maximum of 0.50% sulphur by
mass. It is widely used by ships to reduce emissions of harmful sulphur oxides (SOx) during
combustion. As a cleaner substitute for traditional high-sulphur fuels, VLSFO helps the shipping
sector meet environmental regulations, thereby minimizing air pollution and its negative impacts
on health and the environment.

View the full very low sulphur fuel oil market report:

https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/very-low-sulphur-fuel-oil-market-
report?utm source=EINPresswire&utm medium=Paid&utm_ campaign=jun PR

Rising Maritime Trade Volumes as a Major Growth Driver for VLSFO

Increasing volumes of maritime trade are a key factor propelling the very low sulphur fuel oil
market. Maritime trade encompasses the worldwide transport of goods by sea, which is growing
due to globalization and expanding international markets. As shipping activities rise, so does the
demand for compliant marine fuels under International Maritime Organization mandates
limiting sulphur emissions. VLSFO enables ship operators to meet these requirements, avoid
penalties, and maintain smooth shipping operations. For instance, in October 2024, the UN
Conference on Trade and Development reported a 2.4% increase in global maritime trade to 12.3
billion tons in 2023, with a similar growth rate expected through 2029. This sustained rise in
maritime trade is directly boosting VLSFO demand.

Regulatory Pressure Supporting Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil Market Expansion

Stricter environmental policies worldwide are encouraging the adoption of very low sulphur fuel
oil. The shipping industry's shift toward compliance with IMO sulphur limits and efforts to reduce
emissions are compelling operators to switch from high sulphur fuels to cleaner alternatives like
VLSFO. This regulatory backdrop is a critical driver for market growth, ensuring continued
demand for low-sulphur marine fuels.

Asia-Pacific Dominates the Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil Market

In 2025, Asia-Pacific held the largest share of the very low sulphur fuel oil market. This region’s
vast shipping activity and stringent environmental regulations contribute to its market
dominance. Meanwhile, the Middle East is anticipated to register the fastest growth rate during
the forecast period. The market report covers major regions including Asia-Pacific, South East
Asia, Western Europe, Eastern Europe, North America, South America, the Middle East, and
Africa, providing a well-rounded view of global market trends.

New analytical features added to our 2026 market reports:
+ Market attractiveness scoring and analysis

* Total addressable market (TAM) analysis

« Company scoring matrix graphics and tables


https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/very-low-sulphur-fuel-oil-market-report?utm_source=EINPresswire&amp;utm_medium=Paid&amp;utm_campaign=Jun_PR
https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/very-low-sulphur-fuel-oil-market-report?utm_source=EINPresswire&amp;utm_medium=Paid&amp;utm_campaign=Jun_PR

* Excel-based forecasting dashboards

* Market hotspots infographics

* Key technologies and future trend analysis
+ Updated graphics and tables
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/922405042
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