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Outdoor Shade Solutions Help Homeowners
Get More Use From Patios Throughout The
Year

BATON ROUGE, LA, UNITED STATES,
June 26, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Outdoor patios have become an
increasingly popular extension of the
home, providing space for dining,
relaxing, entertaining, and spending
time with family and friends. In many
parts of the South, however, intense
sunlight, high temperatures, and
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occasional rain showers can limit how 4 I

often these outdoor areas are used. B o NG
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Outdoor shade solutions can help ke

make patios more comfortable while
increasing their usability throughout
the year.

Patios are designed to provide an outdoor gathering space, but direct sunlight can quickly raise
temperatures on concrete, pavers, and outdoor furniture.

“ During the hottest parts of the day, surfaces exposed to

the sun may become uncomfortable, making it difficult to

Many patios receive plenty .
fully enjoy the space.

of sunshine, but too much
direct sun can limit how
often the space is actually
used”

Shade structures help reduce direct sunlight while creating
a more comfortable environment for everyday activities.
Depending on the design, shade solutions can provide
relief from heat while also helping protect outdoor

Michael Matthews

furniture and decorative features from prolonged sun exposure.

Homeowners have several options when considering outdoor shade. Retractable awnings, fixed
awnings, patio covers, pergolas with shade systems, shade sails, and other structures can all
provide varying levels of protection depending on the layout of the property and the intended
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use of the space.

Retractable awnings offer flexibility by
allowing homeowners to extend shade
when needed and retract the awning v,

when full sunlight is preferred. Fixed
awnings provide permanent coverage
and may also offer protection during
light rain.
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Outdoor shade can also help create

more comfortable spaces for meals,

family gatherings, reading, or simply enjoying time outside. By reducing direct sun exposure,
patios often become usable during hours when they might otherwise be too warm for extended
use.

Protection from occasional rain is another benefit of certain shade systems. In Louisiana,
afternoon showers are common during warmer months. A covered or shaded patio may allow
outdoor activities to continue during brief periods of rainfall without requiring everyone to move
indoors immediately.

Outdoor furniture may also benefit from shade. Continuous exposure to sunlight can contribute
to fading fabrics, drying wood surfaces, and increasing wear on outdoor cushions and decorative
materials. Shade structures can help reduce some of that exposure and support longer service
life for outdoor furnishings.

Many homeowners are also incorporating additional features into shaded patio areas, including
outdoor kitchens, televisions, ceiling fans, fireplaces, lighting, and comfortable seating
arrangements. As outdoor living continues to evolve, patios are increasingly being designed as
functional extensions of indoor living space.

Energy efficiency may also be a consideration. Shade structures positioned over windows, doors,
or adjoining outdoor spaces can help reduce direct sunlight entering portions of the home.
Limiting solar heat gain may contribute to a more comfortable indoor environment during
warmer months.

When selecting an outdoor shade solution, several factors are typically considered, including
patio size, home design, sun exposure, prevailing weather conditions, and intended use.
Materials, mounting methods, wind resistance, and maintenance requirements may also
influence the final design.

Professional installation helps ensure that shade systems are properly secured and positioned to
function as intended. Proper planning also considers drainage, structural support, and local



building requirements where applicable.

Outdoor living spaces have become increasingly important for homeowners seeking additional
areas for relaxation without expanding the home's interior footprint. Improving comfort in these
areas often allows families to enjoy outdoor spaces more frequently throughout the year.

According to Michael Matthews, President and Chief Executive Officer of Awning World in Baton
Rouge, shade plays an important role in making patios more practical for everyday use.

“Many patios receive plenty of sunshine, but too much direct sun can limit how often the space is
actually used,” said Matthews. “Adding shade helps create a more comfortable outdoor
environment while providing protection from both sunlight and occasional rain. Many
homeowners find that a shaded patio becomes a place where family and friends spend more
time throughout the year.”

As interest in outdoor living continues to grow, shade solutions remain an important
consideration for homeowners looking to improve comfort without significantly altering the
existing structure of the home. A properly planned shade system can support a variety of
outdoor activities while helping create a more inviting gathering space.

Industry professionals note that selecting the right shade solution depends on the property's
layout, environmental conditions, and the homeowner's goals for the space. Careful planning
helps ensure that the finished installation provides effective coverage while complementing the
home's overall appearance.

With Louisiana's warm climate and long outdoor season, patios remain an important feature for
many homes. Outdoor shade solutions continue to provide a practical way to improve comfort,
extend usability, and create outdoor spaces that families can enjoy throughout much of the
year.

**About Awning World**

Awning World is based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and provides custom awnings, patio shade
solutions, retractable awnings, commercial awnings, and related outdoor shade products for
residential and commercial properties throughout Louisiana.
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