ﬁPREsswiRE

Omaha Downtown Area Experiences
Increased Family Leisure Travel Linked to
Regional Cultural Attractions

OMAHA, NE, UNITED STATES, June 26,
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As Omaha'’s
Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium
continues its reign as the #1 Zoo in the
World (Tripadvisor Travelers' Choice), a
new "Expert-Level Parenting" strategy
has emerged for 2026. According to
the 2026 Family Travel Association
Research, 74% of parents are ditching
the traditional "Zoo Day Trip" in favor
of "Discovery Residencies"—multi-day
urban immersions that blend world-
class wildlife with high-tech "edu-
tainment." In Omaha, this has
transformed the downtown corridor
into the mid-country’s premier "Urban
Safari" hub, where families can pivot
from the desert dome to the digital
interactive labs of the Kiewit
Luminarium in under ten minutes.

The 2026 Skift Megatrends report
identifies "The 15-Minute Family City"
as a top-tier driver for regional
tourism. In Omaha, this manifests as a
48-hour itinerary that bypasses
suburban sprawl for the vibrant
density of the Old Market. The "Urban Safari" tracks a high-energy circuit: starting with the
immersive exhibits at Henry Doorly, followed by a "Sensory Reset" at the Gene Leahy Mall at The
RiverFront, home to the city's iconic giant slides and interactive water features.

Data from the Omaha Convention and Visitors Bureau (Visit Omaha) shows a 22% increase in
family bookings within the downtown core for 2026. This "Expert-Level" pivot allows parents to
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treat the Zoo as the centerpiece of a
larger cultural exploration, integrating
the science-play of the Luminarium
and the historic charm of the Old
Market. By staying downtown, families
effectively trade "minivan fatigue" for a
walkable, vibrant classroom where
history and science are experienced,
not just observed. This makes the
downtown corridor the definitive base
for family-friendly things to do near
Henry Doorly Zoo Omaha.

As the demand for high-utility family travel reaches an all-time high, the hospitality sector is
moving toward "Parent-Centric Logistics." According to Deloitte’s 2026 Travel Outlook, the most
valued amenity for traveling parents is "Proximity-to-Peace"—the ability to access high-quality
coffee and craft beer within walking distance once the children have reached their daily sensory
limit.

The Courtyard Omaha Downtown/Old Market Area serves as a real-world example of how mid-
scale urban hotels accommodate these regional travel patterns. The property responds to the
influx of family travelers by providing central lodging within driving distance of the local zoo and
walking distance of downtown historic districts. By offering standard brand amenities like an
indoor swimming pool and on-site dining options, the hotel functions as an observational case
study of a business reacting to the current demand for regional family tourism.

HH##

About Courtyard Omaha Downtown/Old Market Area

The Courtyard Omaha Downtown is a purpose-built family and business hub located in the heart
of Omaha'’s historic district. Property highlights include:

- The Zoo Connection: Offers a complimentary shuttle service within a 3-mile radius, providing
"Front-Door Access" to Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium.

- Family Infrastructure: Features guest rooms with 55-inch Smart TVs and ergonomic seating for
"Post-Safari" decompressions.

- The Bistro: A high-velocity culinary hub featuring Starbucks® coffee for early-morning zoo runs
and evening cocktails for parental resets.

- Walkable Discovery: Situated steps from the Old Market's artisan shops and three blocks from


https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/omacy-courtyard-omaha-downtown-old-market-area/overview/

the Gene Leahy Mall and Kiewit Luminarium.

- Connected Comfort: Property-wide 5G Wi-Fi and 24/7 fitness center access for the high-
performance modern family.
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