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5 Star Apparel - Shingle Springs

based custom apparel company

specializing in letterman jackets and

school recognition wear.

5 Star Apparel's Anna Freeman explains why schools across

California are turning to custom letterman jackets to boost

student recognition and engagement.

SHINGLE SPRINGS, CA, UNITED STATES, June 30, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Across California, schools are

placing renewed focus on recognizing student

achievement. And one long-standing tradition is

benefiting from this shift: custom letterman jackets.

Once associated primarily with varsity athletics,

letterman jackets are increasingly being used to celebrate accomplishments in academics,

leadership programs, music, technical education, community service, and other extracurricular

activities. Educators say the trend reflects a broader effort to help students feel seen, valued,

and connected to their school communities.

When students are

recognized for what they've

accomplished, it creates

pride, confidence, and a

stronger connection to their

school.”

Anna Freeman, Owner, 5 Star

Apparel

The growing interest comes at a time when schools are

looking for ways to strengthen student engagement. 

Research from CDC shows that students who feel

connected and recognized at school are more likely to

participate in activities, stay engaged in their education,

and develop a stronger sense of belonging. That’s why, for

many schools, recognition is becoming about more than

awards ceremonies or certificates.

"Students want to know that their effort matters," said Anna Freeman, owner of 5 Star Apparel, a

California-based custom apparel company that works with schools and universities throughout

the region. "When students are recognized for what they've accomplished, it creates pride,

confidence, and a stronger connection to their school."

Why recognition matters more than ever

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://fivestarsapparel.net/product/letterman-jacket/
https://www.cdc.gov/youth-behavior/school-connectedness/
https://fivestarsapparel.net/


Student engagement and school connectedness have become growing areas of focus for

educators in recent years. As a result, many schools are expanding recognition programs that

celebrate participation, leadership, achievement, and personal growth, and not just athletic

performance.

For students, being recognized has a lasting impact. Whether it's earning a varsity letter,

completing an academic milestone, leading a student organization, or contributing to a school

program, recognition helps reinforce the value of effort and commitment.

And as schools continue investing in these programs, they are also looking for ways to make

recognition feel more meaningful and memorable.

Why Schools Continue to Value Letterman Jackets 

Part of the renewed interest in letterman jackets comes from their lasting value. Unlike digital

badges, certificates, or social media posts, a letterman jacket becomes a physical reminder of

dedication and achievement. Students keep them long after graduation, making them one of the

few school recognition items that remain meaningful well into adulthood.

"What we're seeing is that schools want recognition to feel personal and lasting," Freeman said.

"A letterman jacket tells a story. It represents the time, effort, and commitment a student

invested to reach a goal."

The trend is also helping redefine what a letterman jacket represents.

Today, schools are expanding recognition beyond athletics to include academic teams,

performing arts programs, robotics clubs, leadership organizations, e-sports teams, and other

student activities. 

And as recognition programs evolve, letterman jackets are increasingly becoming symbols of

student achievement in all its forms.

For schools, they offer a way to celebrate accomplishments while strengthening school culture.

For students, they serve as a visible reminder that their contributions matter.

"Recognition doesn't have to be complicated," Freeman said. "Sometimes it's as simple as giving

students something they can wear with pride and look back on years later."

About 5 Star Apparel

5 Star Apparel is a family-owned custom apparel company based in Shingle Springs, California.

With more than two decades of industry experience, the company specializes in custom



letterman jackets, embroidery, patches, screen printing, and branded apparel for schools, teams,

businesses, and organizations throughout California.
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