
Dr. Tony McCaffrey Selected as IAOTP's Top
Creativity & Innovation Leader of the Year

The International Association of Top Professionals

(IAOTP) will honor Dr. Tony McCaffrey at their annual

awards gala at the Plaza Hotel in NYC

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, June 30, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The International Association of

Top Professionals (IAOTP) proudly announces that Dr.

Tony McCaffrey, internationally recognized creativity

researcher, AI theorist, cognitive psychologist,

educator, and innovator, has been selected as Top

Creativity & Innovation Leader of the Year 2026 for

his outstanding leadership, groundbreaking research,

and extraordinary contributions to creativity,

innovation, artificial intelligence, and education.

Selection for this prestigious distinction by IAOTP is

an honor reserved for only a select few professionals

worldwide. Honorees are chosen based on their

professional accomplishments, academic

achievements, leadership abilities, longevity in their

field, innovation, global impact, and dedication to advancing their industries and communities.

Dr. McCaffrey will be honored for this distinction at IAOTP's highly anticipated Annual Awards

Gala at the iconic Plaza Hotel in New York City this December.

With decades of experience spanning cognitive psychology, artificial intelligence, computational

theory, and education, Dr. McCaffrey has established himself as one of the world's foremost

authorities on creativity and problem-solving. His groundbreaking research has fundamentally

changed how organizations, educators, scientists, and business leaders understand innovation

by demonstrating that creativity is not simply an innate talent but a skill that can be cultivated,

strengthened, and systematically applied.

Throughout his distinguished career, Dr. McCaffrey has dedicated his work to uncovering the

cognitive processes behind breakthrough thinking. His pioneering Obscure Features Hypothesis

revolutionized creativity research by revealing that overlooked characteristics within existing

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.iaotp.com


systems often become the foundation for

revolutionary discoveries. His research has

influenced innovators across engineering,

education, healthcare, business, and

technology while inspiring countless

professionals to rethink how creative

breakthroughs occur.

One of Dr. McCaffrey's most inspiring

initiatives is his groundbreaking "Teens

Solving Global Problems" curriculum, where

he mentors young innovators to solve some

of the world's most pressing challenges.

Under his leadership, students have already

developed a novel design for removing space

debris from Earth's orbit that is currently

being evaluated by NASA, an innovative flood

protection system capable of protecting

homes during catastrophic flooding that is

now being prototyped, an original use of

drones to stop deadly accidents with wrong way drivers, and a revolutionary social media

platform designed to reduce the harmful effects traditional social media has on young users.

Dr. McCaffrey’s focus on teen creativity builds on the research that teens’ ideas are more original

than those of adult experts, but less plausible. A New Innovation Model results: teens lead the

innovative activities while adult experts refine, test, and implement the best ideas. The current

innovation model is not working: wait for the adult experts to solve our global problems. Adult

experts are not creative enough for three reasons: 1) they are past their creative prime, 2) they

are over-knowledged in a way that inhibits creativity, and 3) they are too familiar with the details

of the failed attempts to solve the big problems. Teens do not suffer from these limitations, but

they do need the right amount of foundational knowledge about the problem, but not too

much.

Emotionally, this generation of teens suffers from higher levels of anxiety, hopelessness, and

depression than previous generations. One factor is the compilation of all the daunting global

problems they face about their future and the future of the planet. Dr. McCaffrey is testing

whether their generational angst can be turned into purpose and hope once they realize they

are the creative innovators the world needs.

As a pioneering researcher in artificial intelligence, in 2017, Dr. McCaffrey published in the

prestigious journal AI EDAM the first mathematical proof that there is a severe limit to how

creative any machine can be. His proof is prophetic as today’s large language models (LLMs) are

masterful at summarizing and organizing information, but have not produced innovative ideas.

Patent offices have not seen an upsurge in the number of patent applications since LLMs have



been released. Further, David Cropley (2025) has mathematically shown that LLMs cannot

exceed the creativity of an average human. Dr. McCaffrey’s proof applies to all machines so it

sets a limit for all future AI models.

Dr. McCaffrey holds two US patents for algorithms that guide humans past common  mental

obstacles to creativity. The algorithms are not creative in themselves, but help humans overcome

their weaknesses. The most influential tool he has created is BrainSwarming, an online visual

collaboration platform that records and organizes all contributions based on how they are

connected to each other. This tool is ideal for remote ideation by a group and The Harvard

Business Review has produced two videos detailing its use in business. These creativity

techniques and others are published in his acclaimed book, Overcome Any Obstacle to

Creativity.

Dr. McCaffrey has become one of today's leading voices in creativity science and human-

centered artificial intelligence, with his work influencing researchers, educators, innovators,

entrepreneurs, and organizations around the world.

Stephanie Cirami, President of IAOTP, stated:

"Dr. Tony McCaffrey represents the very definition of innovation and visionary leadership. His

extraordinary work spans creativity research, artificial intelligence, cognitive psychology,

computational theory, and education, while empowering both today's leaders and tomorrow's

innovators to solve some of the world's greatest challenges. His ability to transform

groundbreaking ideas into practical, real-world solutions is truly remarkable. We are honored to

recognize him as IAOTP's Top Creativity & Innovation Leader of the Year and look forward to

celebrating his extraordinary achievements at our Annual Awards Gala at The Plaza Hotel."

Looking toward the future, Dr. McCaffrey remains committed to advancing creativity research,

expanding the possibilities of human-AI collaboration, mentoring future innovators, and

developing practical tools that empower individuals and organizations to solve increasingly

complex global challenges. His work continues to demonstrate that creativity is humanity's

greatest competitive advantage and that innovation can be cultivated to improve lives and shape

a better future for generations to come.

For more information, please visit www.iaotp.com.

About IAOTP

The International Association of Top Professionals (IAOTP) is an international boutique

networking organization that handpicks the world's finest professionals from a variety of

industries. IAOTP provides these extraordinary individuals with opportunities to network,

collaborate, share ideas, serve as keynote speakers, and inspire others while being recognized

for their exceptional accomplishments.

http://www.iaotp.com


Membership is by invitation only through a meticulous nomination and vetting process

conducted by IAOTP's selection committee. Candidates are evaluated based on their professional

accomplishments, academic achievements, leadership, longevity, industry impact, awards,

affiliations, and community involvement.

IAOTP members receive global recognition through prestigious awards, media exposure,

networking opportunities, speaking engagements, publications, and exclusive events designed to

celebrate excellence and leadership on an international stage.

For more information, visit www.IAOTP.com.
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