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Vietnamese Heritage Museum Honors
Margaret's the Couture Cleaner for Historic
Textile Conservation of the "Boat of Hope"

Margaret's the Couture Cleaner is
recognized for preserving the historic
Boat of Hope sail and Vietnamese refugee
artifacts through expert textile
conservation.

VIEN BAO TANG DI SAN NGUO1 VIET
IETNAMESE HER 3E MU M

SANTA ANA, CA, UNITED STATES, July
20, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
Vietnamese Heritage Museum (VHM)
has presented a formal recognition

award to Margaret's the Couture

cl ¢ h or's leadi The combined logos of Margaret's the Couture
eaner, one of the nation's leading Cleaner and the Vietnamese Heritage Museum,

specialists in textile conservation, . . .
P —t . q representing their recent partnership in cultural
museum garment preservation, an . o : :
heritage and historic textile preservation.

luxury fabric restoration, for its role in
preserving historically significant
artifacts from the Vietnamese refugee diaspora.

The recognition honors Margaret's expert conservation of the historic sail from the "Boat of
Hope," an authentic refugee vessel that now serves as one of the museum's permanent exhibits
documenting the resilience of Vietnamese refugees following the Vietnam War.

The Boat of Hope is an original six-meter engineless river sampan used by nine refugees who
escaped Vietnam in September 1984. Traveling with only a single canvas sail, the passengers
survived seven days at sea before being rescued by a French cargo vessel. Today, the boat stands
as one of the museum's most powerful symbols of courage, survival, and freedom.

Preserving the fragile, nearly 50-year-old sail required highly specialized textile conservation
techniques designed to stabilize the artifact while protecting its historical authenticity. Margaret's
conservation specialists completed the entire restoration by hand using museum-quality
preservation methods that included:

Detailed photographic documentation and condition mapping
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Controlled removal of embedded dust
and environmental contaminants
Structural stabilization of weakened
textile fibers

Precision hand stitching to reinforce
tears while preserving original
construction

Conservation methods that avoid
altering the artifact's historical
integrity

The restoration allows visitors to
experience one of the most important
physical artifacts representing the
Viethamese refugee journey while
ensuring the sail remains protected for
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HongTien Tran, Kim-Trang Dang, Chau Thuy, and Nam
Van Pham (on the far right)Members of the
Vietnamese Heritage Museum Board of Directors and
Katia Graytok and Chuck Horst, Margaret's the

future generations. Couture Cleaner
"We are deeply honored by this
recognition from the Vietnamese Heritage Museum," said Chuck Horst, President of Margaret's
the Couture Cleaner. "Preserving and sharing the stories of the Vietnamese community is
essential to protecting our collective history. It was a privilege to contribute our conservation
expertise to such an important project, and | am incredibly

“ proud of our team's craftsmanship and dedication."”

"We are deeply honored by

this recognition from the
Vietnamese Heritage
Museum. Maintaining and
sharing the stories of the
Vietnamese community is
vital to preserving our
collective history.”

Chuck Horst, President,

Margaret's the Couture

Cleaner

"Margaret's the Couture Cleaner is incredibly deserving of
this recognition," said Chau Thuy, Founder and Executive
Director of the Vietnamese Heritage Museum. "Their
specialized expertise in conserving the historic sail of the
'Boat of Hope' and other treasured textile artifacts has
helped preserve an important chapter of our history. Their
team has become a trusted partner in safeguarding these
priceless cultural treasures."

Beyond the historic sail, Margaret's also provided
preservation guidance and conservation services for an

extraordinary collection of personal artifacts donated to the museum by a Viethamese refugee
who completed a more than 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) walk from San Jose to Orange County.
The collection includes the backpack, clothing, and footwear worn during the 50-day journey.

Because the items carried significant historical and emotional value, conservators developed
specialized archival treatment methods that stabilized the textiles while preserving authentic
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evidence of the journey, including
naturally occurring organic residues
that contribute to the artifacts'
historical significance.

The project reflects a growing need for
professional textile conservation and
museum preservation services as
cultural institutions, historical societies,
and private collectors seek qualified
experts to protect historically
important garments, flags, military
uniforms, ceremonial textiles, and
other irreplaceable fabric artifacts.
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The Margaret's the Couture Cleaner Conservation
Team and Chau Thuy, President of the Vietnamese
Heritage Museum, presenting the completed, hand-
restored historic canvas and bamboo sail from the

Margaret's has become nationally HOEI B IO,

recognized for combining couture

garment expertise with museum-grade conservation practices to preserve historically significant
textiles for museums, archives, estates, collectors, and cultural organizations throughout the
United States.

Learn more about the permanent Boat of Hope exhibition at the Viethamese Heritage
Museum:

https://vietnamesemuseum.org

Learn more about historic textile conservation, museum textile preservation, and archival
restoration services at Margaret's the Couture Cleaner:

https://www.margarets.com/historic-textiles
About the Vietnamese Heritage Museum

The Vietnamese Heritage Museum (VHM) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization located in Santa
Ana, California. The museum is dedicated to collecting, preserving, and exhibiting artifacts,
testimonies, and historical materials documenting the experiences of Vietnamese refugees.
Through permanent exhibitions and educational programs, VHM preserves the history,
sacrifices, and contributions of the Viethamese diaspora for future generations.

About Margaret's the Couture Cleaner

Margaret's the Couture Cleaner is one of America's premier specialists in couture garment care,
luxury leather cleaning and restoration, museum textile conservation, and historic artifact
preservation. The company provides professional conservation services for museums, historical
societies, private collectors, estates, fashion archives, and luxury brands while preserving
historically and culturally significant textiles using museum-quality restoration techniques.
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