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Buyers grow more skeptical of fast SOC 2

claims; credible audit methodology and

peer-review discipline emerge as decisive

differentiators for Lazarus Alliance.

SCOTTSDALE, AZ, UNITED STATES, July

1, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As

enterprise buyers, procurement teams,

investors, and partners apply greater

scrutiny to SOC 2 reports,

organizations that deliver substantive,

defensible audits grounded in rigorous

methodology and disciplined peer

review are gaining a decisive

competitive edge. Lazarus Alliance,

Inc., a veteran-owned, fully licensed

CPA firm and AICPA-accredited

provider of SOC 1 and SOC 2

attestation services, today addressed this market shift and reaffirmed its commitment to quality

that protects both clients and the broader trust ecosystem.

Recent industry analyses and buyer sentiment reveal growing skepticism toward expedited or

heavily automated SOC 2 claims that appear optimized for speed and cost rather than depth of

assurance. Concerns have surfaced around insufficient evidence evaluation, narrow scoping,

limited observation periods, and inadequate senior or peer review—issues that can render

reports less reliable for high-stakes vendor risk, partnership, and regulatory decisions. In this

environment, buyers are increasingly probing not just whether a SOC 2 report exists but how it

was produced and whether it reflects genuine control effectiveness.

“Speed without substance ultimately undermines the value of SOC 2 for everyone,” said Michael

Peters, Founder and CEO of Lazarus Alliance. “When buyers become more skeptical of fast SOC 2

claims, credible audit methodology and peer-review discipline become differentiators. At Lazarus

Alliance we have never traded rigor for velocity. Our licensed CPAs and senior examiners follow

AICPA attestation standards with a Critical Path Methodology honed over more than 26 years.

Proprietary automation accelerates evidence handling—it does not replace expert judgment,
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thorough testing, or layered quality control. The result is

faster timelines and reports our clients can stand behind

with confidence.”

Lazarus Alliance’s approach combines:

•  Fully licensed CPA firm status with all SOC engagement

leaders being licensed CPAs and robust professional

liability (E&O) coverage for attestation work.

•  Critical Path Methodology and IT Audit Machine™

automation that reduces evidence collection and testing

time by up to 46%, enabling many first-time SOC 2 Type 2 reports in 5–9 months—often

significantly faster than industry norms—while preserving or exceeding traditional rigor.

•  Layered review and peer discipline inherent to professional attestation, including technical

review by experienced practitioners and adherence to independence and quality control

requirements.

•  Full-lifecycle support through gap assessments, Cybervisor® advisory remediation, and

examination—ensuring clients enter the formal audit with mature, well-documented controls

rather than scrambling to meet minimum requirements.

•  Multi-framework expertise that maps overlapping controls across SOC 2, CMMC, FedRAMP, PCI

DSS, NIST, and others, delivering efficiency without compromising depth or independence.

As buyer due diligence intensifies, Lazarus Alliance encourages organizations evaluating SOC 2

providers to ask targeted questions: What are the credentials and ongoing professional

development of the engagement team? How is independence safeguarded and quality

controlled through peer or technical review? What is the firm’s actual methodology for scoping,

sampling, and evidence evaluation? How transparent is the process, and what ongoing support is

provided post-report?

“Organizations that treat SOC 2 as a procurement checkbox risk downstream credibility issues,”

Peters added. “Those that partner with a firm committed to substantive assurance turn the

report into a genuine sales accelerator and risk-reduction asset.”

Organizations seeking a SOC 2 examination that withstands heightened scrutiny are invited to

complete Lazarus Alliance’s complimentary SOC Scope Questionnaire at lazarusalliance.com/soc-

scope-questionnaire/ for a personalized timeline and quote within 48 hours, or call +1 (888) 896-

7580.

About Lazarus Alliance, Inc.

Founded in 2000, Lazarus Alliance is a proud veteran-owned small business (VOSB) and the

premier global provider of Proactive Cybersecurity®. Headquartered in Scottsdale, Arizona, the



firm delivers independent audit and attestation services—including SOC 1 and SOC 2 as a fully

licensed CPA firm and AICPA-accredited assessment organization—as well as CMMC (C3PAO),

FedRAMP (3PAO), PCI DSS (QSA), and a comprehensive portfolio of cybersecurity, risk

assessment, privacy, policy, and compliance solutions across industries and jurisdictions.

Powered by AI-enhanced Cybervisors® and proprietary platforms including IT Audit Machine®

and Continuum GRC, Lazarus Alliance helps organizations achieve compliance efficiently while

materially strengthening their security posture. Core values: service, integrity, and reliability. “It’s

an audit, not an expedition.” Learn more at www.lazarusalliance.com.
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