
Morris Museum Opens Exhibition of Rare
Audubon Prints Paired with Mechanical
Songbirds

John James Audubon (1785-1851), Meadow

Lark (Plate 136), 1827-1838. Hand colored

aquatint etching. On loan courtesy of Dr.

Michael and Elyn Stubblefield.

MORRISTOWN, NJ, UNITED STATES, July 2, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- In a new project celebrating

America’s artistic heritage, Morris Museum

presents original, hand-colored prints from John

James Audubon's "Birds of America" (1827–1838),

from the private collection of New Jersey

philanthropists and art collectors Dr. Michael and

Elyn Stubblefield. With automata from the

renowned Murtogh D. Guinness Collection,

"Audubon Songbirds from the Dr. Michael and

Elyn Stubblefield Collection" opened on June 26

and is on view through November 2026 in the

Museum’s Bickford Gallery. Once again, the

meaningful pairing of excellent cultural objects of

different media, creates an opportunity for

visitors to come closer to the outstanding elegant

folio.

“John James Audubon… was undeniably ambitious

and perseverant in the face of almost

unimaginable obstacles in his quest to publish

Birds of America,” said Dr. Michael Stubblefield. “I

am fascinated by what it must have been like to

be a naturalist during Audubon’s time. How

challenging it must have been to collect and identify the hundreds of species that Audubon

illustrated.”

Audubon's bird portraits, printed from engraved copper plates and hand-colored under his

direct supervision, are among the most recognizable images in American art. Placed alongside

automata built to simulate birdsong, the exhibition reveals a 19th-century drive to capture,

intellectually control, and categorize the natural world and bring the marvel of nature into salons

and schools alike.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://morrismuseum.org/on-view/current/audubon-songbirds-from-the-elyn-and-michael-stubblefield-collection
https://morrismuseum.org/on-view/current/audubon-songbirds-from-the-elyn-and-michael-stubblefield-collection


Bird in a Gilded Cage, c. 1900-

1910. Blaise Bontems, France.

2003.18.35ab. The Murtogh D.

Guinness Collection. Photo by RBH

Multimedia.

John James Audubon (1785–1851) was born in Saint-

Domingue (present-day Haiti), raised partly in France, and

spent much of his adult life moving through the American

wilderness with a rifle, a sketchpad, and an almost

reckless sense of purpose. He shot the birds he painted,

posed them on wires to simulate living attitudes, and

worked at a scale — his original watercolors were made to

fit double-elephant folio pages, roughly 26 by 39 inches —

that no natural illustrator before him had attempted. The

Birds of America, produced in installments between 1827

and 1838 with London engraver Robert Havell Jr.,

eventually comprised 435 hand-colored plates depicting

497 species. Fewer than 120 complete sets are known to

survive. Audubon was a complicated figure: enslaver,

occasional fabulist, and relentless self-promoter. He was

also, by any measure, one of the most gifted observer-

artists the country has produced. 

About the Morris Museum

The Morris Museum thrives as the region’s premier

engine of curiosity and wonderment. Founded in 1913

and located on 8 acres in Morris Township, New Jersey,

since the mid-1960s, the museum draws visitors across

the region to its dynamic and acclaimed art exhibitions

program and performing arts events. Its 45,000+ object

collection of art and material culture from around the world joins the art of our time in displays

throughout the Museum’s purpose-built spaces and within the historic Twin Oaks mansion,

designed by McKim, Mead & White. The Morris Museum: from everywhere, for everyone.

Marcus Romero

Morris Museum

+1 973-971-3728

email us here

Visit us on social media:

LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

YouTube

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/923902690

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/9496812
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2560588/admin/page-posts/published/
https://www.instagram.com/morrismuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/MorrisMuseum
https://www.youtube.com/@morrismuseum131
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/923902690


Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

