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Influential Women Spotlights Melisa Duardo:
Advancing Education, Entrepreneurship, and
Women’'s Empowerment

WEST COVINA, CA, UNITED STATES, July

7, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- From 20
School Leadership to Business AL
Ownership, Duardo Continues to ':":'
Inspire Communities Through Service, R
Resilience, and Advocacy for Women ‘ud
and Students .-
Y
Melisa Duardo is a seasoned b {3
educational leader with nearly 20 years
—

of experience in K-12 education,
recognized for her commitment to
student success, staff development,
and school-wide excellence. Her career ¢
in education began in entry-level

support roles and steadily progressed ' |

through positions including teacher’s &6 ~

assistant, child development program | > /‘

assistant, teacher, resource teacher,

site supervisor, and ultimately

elementary school principal. Each stage of her professional journey has strengthened her

understanding of school operations and reinforced her dedication to creating environments
where students and educators can thrive.

Raised in a family deeply rooted in education, Duardo was inspired early by her parents’
leadership careers—her father serving as a principal and her stepmother as a superintendent.
This foundation shaped her belief that education is not only a profession but a lifelong mission
centered on service, equity, and opportunity. She has carried these values throughout her
career, consistently prioritizing strong leadership, collaboration, and the well-being of school
communities.

Throughout her tenure in education, Duardo has remained passionate about building positive,
supportive environments where both students and staff feel valued. She believes effective


http://www.einpresswire.com

leadership requires adaptability, emotional intelligence, and the ability to balance competing
priorities—skills she has developed and refined over decades in school settings. According to
Duardo, these leadership principles extend far beyond education and can be applied across
industries, including business, nonprofit work, and corporate environments.

In addition to her extensive background in education, Duardo has recently expanded her
professional pursuits by launching her own spray tanning business. Through this venture, she
connects with women from diverse backgrounds, helping them build confidence and embrace
self-care. This entrepreneurial path reflects her broader mission of empowerment and personal
development, reinforcing her belief that confidence and well-being are essential components of
success.

Duardo is also actively involved in organizing women’s empowerment events, where she shares
her personal story and encourages others to embrace resilience, growth, and authenticity. As a
Latina, single mother, and advocate for women'’s leadership, she is deeply committed to uplifting
women, particularly women of color, through mentorship, visibility, and intentional self-care
practices. Her message emphasizes that leadership is not defined by title alone but by influence,
integrity, and the ability to inspire others.

A strong advocate for mental health and spiritual grounding, Duardo emphasizes the importance
of maintaining balance in both personal and professional life. She encourages women to invest
in themselves, seek mentorship, and prioritize emotional well-being as a foundation for
sustainable leadership. In her own life, she remains committed to faith, family, and personal
reflection, attending church with her children and valuing the spiritual growth they share.

Duardo attributes much of her success to the strong foundation laid by her upbringing and the
enduring influence of her late mother, who passed away from cancer when Melisa was 19. She
credits her mother’s strength, love, and guidance as a continuing presence in her life, shaping

her resilience and outlook. The values instilled during her formative years—faith, perseverance,
and determination—remain central to how she approaches both challenges and opportunities.

She also acknowledges the vital role of her support system, including her father, stepmother,
two older sisters, and aunt, who have provided encouragement and stability throughout her
journey. Their influence has helped her remain grounded while pursuing ambitious goals in both
education and entrepreneurship.

Looking ahead, Duardo envisions continued growth in leadership, whether advancing into
district-level roles such as superintendent or expanding her impact in the corporate sector.
Regardless of the path, she remains focused on empowering others, fostering meaningful
change, and leading with purpose.

Learn More about Melisa Duardo:



Through her Influential Women profile, https://influentialwomen.com/connect/melisa-duardo

Influential Women

Influential Women provides a platform where women from all backgrounds can connect, share
their perspectives, and create content that empowers themselves and others. Through
storytelling, thought leadership, and creative expression, Influential Women amplifies voices that
inspire change.
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