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Maine-Based Education Nonprofit Among Top
Global Innovators in Planetary Health

Education

Institute for Humane Education selected
from more than 200 organizations
globally for the

Spotlight on Planetary Health

SURRY, ME, UNITED STATES, July 9,
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
Institute for Humane Education (IHE), a
Maine-based nonprofit, has been
recognized as one of ten global
innovators in planetary health
education by the Villars Institute and
HundrED, two leading international
organizations at the intersection of
sustainability and education. IHE was

Dr. Julie Meltzer presents on the Solutionafy
Framework at the Villars Symposium, walking
attendees through Phase 1: Identify

the only U.S.-based organization selected for the collection.

The recognition comes through the Spotlight on Planetary Health Education, a joint initiative
created to identify and elevate education approaches that move students beyond environmental
awareness toward meaningful action. IHE's submission on

“ educating with the Solutionary Framework was chosen

Teaching students how to
take informed actionis a
win-win-win for students,
schools, communities, and
the planet.”

Dr. Julie Meltzer, Director of K-

from more than 200 nominations worldwide and reviewed
by an advisory board with expertise in planetary health
education.

As stated on HundrED'’s Spotlight page: “Education is one
of the most powerful levers for planetary change. Yet,

12 & Teacher Education. [HE ~ ™any schools remain stuck at the level of awareness,
' without the tools or confidence to act.”

IHE's Solutionary Framework is designed to help students take informed action. The approach
guides students through identifying a real problem in their community, investigating it through a


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://humaneeducation.org/
https://hundred.org/en/collections/spotlight-on-planetary-health-education
https://humaneeducation.org/teach-the-solutionary-framework/
https://humaneeducation.org/teach-the-solutionary-framework/

systems lens, and developing solutions designed to do the most good and least harm for people,
animals, and ecosystems—then putting those solutions into practice. In Maine, where the
framework was first introduced, K-12 students in all sixteen counties are now using the
framework to tackle issues they care about, including food insecurity, water quality, and fast
fashion. Use of the framework to guide student-led action has expanded from Maine to 25 states
across the US and 70 countries around the world.

"The Solutionary Framework provides a roadmap for teaching students key academic skills while
showing them how to become systems thinkers with the confidence, curiosity, and compassion
to make positive change,” said Dr. Julie Meltzer, IHE's Director of K-12 & Teacher Education.

“Teaching students how to take informed action is a win-win-win for students, schools,
communities - and the planet. Being recognized alongside education innovators from around
the world affirms what we hear from students and teachers all the time: this work matters, and it
works."

IHE joins nine other organizations from around the world in the Spotlight collection, which
HundrED describes as the starting point for a new global community of purpose focused on
planetary health education. As of 2025, seven of nine planetary boundaries—the scientific
thresholds that define a safe operating space for humanity—have been crossed, underscoring
the urgency of the work.

IHE offers training for educators through its Solutionary Micro-credential course, an online
professional development program that equips teachers to facilitate student-led action projects.

More information is available at humaneeducation.org.

About the Institute for Humane Education

The Institute for Humane Education (IHE) is a Maine-based nonprofit organization educating for
a world in which all can thrive. Through its graduate programs with Antioch University,
professional learning, and the Solutionary Framework, IHE prepares students and teachers to
address the interconnected challenges facing people, animals, and the environment.
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