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Drone as a First Responder Programs Rapidly
Transform Law Enforcement Response
Nationwide
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WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES, July
8, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Drone as
a First Responder (DER) programs are
emerging as one of the most
significant and rapidly growing trends
in modern law enforcement, reshaping e ERSES Z oo
how agencies respond to emergency Download this resource and learn more at
calls and manage critical incidents. DRONERESPONDERS.org

Industry reporting has also

characterized DFR as one of the most

significant technological advances for law enforcement in decades, reflecting its growing impact
on officer safety, situational awareness, and response strategy.

RESPONSE

DFR programs deploy drones directly from remote docking stations, often located on rooftops, at
the moment a 911 call is received. These drones operate beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS),
providing real-time aerial video and situational awareness to responding officers before they
arrive on scene.

The impact of these programs is measurable and substantial. Agencies using DFR technology
report safer response outcomes, improved de-escalation, stronger decision-making, and more
efficient deployment of ground resources. According to the source material provided for this
release, DFR programs return responding ground units on approximately 25 percent of incident
responses.

Recent regulatory changes have accelerated adoption across the United States. The user-
provided draft states that DFR waiver approvals increased from 50 approvals across the previous
six years to more than 1,000 approvals in six months during 2025. This document preserves that
language as submitted because that specific statistic was not independently verified in the
sources used here.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.Droneresponders.org

“ “Drone as a First Responder programs are fundamentally
changing how public safety agencies approach response,”
said Charles L. Werner, Founder and Director of
DRONERESPONDERS. “By providing real-time intelligence
before officers arrive on scene, DFR enhances safety,
improves decision-making, and allows agencies to use their
resources more effectively. We are seeing a clear shift
toward integrating this technology as a standard
component of modern policing.”

DFR programs provide real-
time intelligence before
officers arrive on the scene,
enhancing safety, improving
decision-making, and
enabling more effective use
of agency resources.”

Chief Charles L. Werner (RET),

Founder and Director of .
DRONERESPONDERs ~ DFR programs have also demonstrated operational value

during major public events, where rapid aerial awareness

can help identify threats, locate unauthorized drone activity, and support faster, safer incident
assessment.

To support agencies interested in implementing or expanding DFR capabilities,
DRONERESPONDERS offers a national platform for collaboration and operational knowledge
sharing. The DFR Working Group meets virtually on the third Thursday of each month at 4:00 PM
EST for a one-hour session. The public DRONERESPONDERS working group page states that
participation is open to interested professionals, agencies, and organizations.

Additionally, DRONERESPONDERS has partnered with the National Real Time Crime Center
Association to advance best practices for integrating DFR programs into Real Time Crime
Centers. The partnership is focused on policy development, governance, staffing models,
technology integration, and sustainable program design.

For more information about the DFR Working Group and other DRONERESPONDERS initiatives,
visit DRONERESPONDERS.org.

About DRONERESPONDERS

DRONERESPONDERS is the world’s leading nonprofit program supporting public safety agencies
and emergency services organizations using unmanned aircraft systems, counter-UAS, and
advanced aviation technologies for life-safety missions. The program provides training, data-
driven insights, operational best practices, and collaboration opportunities for first responders
implementing drone technology in emergency response, law enforcement, fire service, search
and rescue, and disaster operations.

About AIRT

AIRT, the Airborne International Response Team, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization advancing
Drones For Good® and AAM For Good® for public safety, emergency response, humanitarian
assistance, and disaster relief. AIRT is the parent nonprofit organization and official home of
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