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California Rental Assistance Helps Protected
Renters Find the Aid They Still Need

California Rental Assistance offers a free way for renters to find the programs that actually cover
rent.

EDINBURGH, CA, UNITED STATES, July 9, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- 9th July 20206, CA, USA.
California renters are better protected on paper than renters almost anywhere else in the
country. The statewide Tenant Protection Act (AB 1482) caps most annual rent increases and
requires a just cause to end most tenancies, and it remains in effect through 2030. Yet protection
from a sudden rent hike is not the same as cash to cover rent a household has already fallen
behind on, and that gap is where many Californians get stuck.

California Rental Assistance (californiarentalassistance.com), a free service operated by Helping
Hands Action Group, helps close that gap by matching renters with the California rental
assistance programs that actually provide funds. The service is free to use, requires no credit
card, and is not a government agency.

Where the protection gap opens up

A rent cap helps a tenant stay in place at a predictable rate. It does nothing for the renter whose
hours were cut, who faced a medical bill, or who fell behind during a stretch of high costs. For
that household, the need is money toward a past-due balance, and the sources of that money in
California are now decentralized and harder to find.

The statewide COVID-era rent relief program, run through Housing Is Key, closed to new
applications in 2023; its portal now only checks the status of past claims. In its place, most
emergency rent help in California runs at the county and city level, with programs such as Los
Angeles County's rent relief opening limited funding rounds as money becomes available.
Section 8 waitlists, meanwhile, remain long and are frequently closed.

Where California renters can find actual rent help

California Rental Assistance points renters toward the main programs that still provide funds or
housing:

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers, administered by local public housing authorities, where
renters typically pay about 30 percent of their income toward rent.

County and city rent relief, which now carries most of the emergency-assistance load and opens
new rounds periodically.


http://www.einpresswire.com

The California Housing Finance Agency (CalHFA), which funds affordable housing and backs
project-based Section 8.

Income-based and tax-credit apartments, which set rent according to what a household can
afford rather than the open-market rate.

Nonprofits and legal aid, including the Salvation Army and Catholic Charities, which assist with
one-time rent, utilities, and eviction defense.

211, a free statewide line that can direct renters to programs open in their county.

How the free check works

After a renter answers a short set of questions about their household, income, and county, the
tool compares the responses against more than 100 federal, state, and local programs and
identifies potential matches. A case manager then follows up, typically within 24 hours, to
explain the matches in plain language and outline next steps. The renter applies to each
program directly through the agency that administers it; the service explains what documents to
gather and where to send them.

The company emphasizes that it does not distribute funds, does not submit applications on a
renter's behalf, and does not provide legal advice. Completing the check does not guarantee
acceptance into any program; final eligibility and approval decisions rest with the administering
agencies, and funding and waitlists change frequently.

The free eligibility check is available at https://californiarentalassistance.com/.

About Helping Hands Action Group

Helping Hands Action Group (helpinghandsact.com) is a privately held, for-profit company that
assists eligible residents in locating private and public assistance programs across all 50 states.
The organization has no affiliation or relationship, financial or otherwise, with any political party,
government agency, or other outside group. It does not submit forms or documents on
members' behalf. All communication and documentation with any government, state, or private
party is handled directly between the renter and that party. The company advises consumers not
to pay any third party for assistance they can obtain for free elsewhere.
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