
Tony’s Fencing Responds to Increased Pool
Fence Demand Across Southeast Louisiana

Thoughtful gate placement, clear sightlines and

proper drainage planning can improve the function of

a Louisiana pool enclosure.

Educational recommendations cover pool

barriers, gate placement, materials,

drainage and routine inspections for

Northshore homeowners.

COVINGTON, LA, UNITED STATES, July

13, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Tony’s

Fencing & Iron Works is responding to

increased seasonal inquiries about

residential pool fencing by sharing

practical planning, maintenance and

safety information for homeowners

across Southeast Louisiana.

Backyard pools receive frequent use

during Louisiana’s long warm-weather

season. As a result, many property

owners are evaluating how fences and gates can help control access to swimming areas. An

effective pool enclosure, however, requires more planning than choosing a material and

measuring the pool perimeter.

A safe pool enclosure starts

with the layout, gate and

drainage plan—not simply

the choice of fence

material.”

Tony Ostrowski, Owner, Tony’s

Fencing and Iron Works

The final layout should account for entry routes, gate

operation, visibility, pool equipment, patio use,

landscaping, drainage and local permitting requirements.

Early planning can also help prevent the enclosure from

blocking maintenance access, interfering with an outdoor

living area or placing a gate in soil that remains wet after

heavy rain.

“A safe pool enclosure starts with the layout, gate and

drainage plan—not simply the choice of fence material,”

said Tony Ostrowski, owner of Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works. “Homeowners should consider how

the backyard is used every day, who needs access and what may change around the pool over

time.”

http://www.einpresswire.com


Four-Sided Barriers Create Better Separation

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends four-sided fencing that completely

surrounds the pool and separates the water from the house and the rest of the yard. Gates

should be self-closing and self-latching.

This arrangement is often called an isolation fence because it creates a dedicated barrier around

the water instead of relying only on a property-line fence. A property fence may enclose the

backyard without separating the pool from the home, patio or play area. Therefore, someone

entering the yard from the house may still have a direct path to the water.

A dedicated enclosure adds another layer between the pool and frequently used parts of the

property. Nevertheless, fencing does not replace active adult supervision, swimming instruction,

emergency preparation or other appropriate safety measures.

Planning the Fence Layout

Homeowners can begin by creating a simple sketch of the backyard. The drawing should show

the pool, house, exterior doors, patio, walkways, equipment, landscaping and property

boundaries.

Next, mark the routes people regularly take between the home and pool. These paths often

reveal the most practical location for a pedestrian gate.

The proposed layout should also leave enough room for cleaning, repairs and normal movement

around the pool deck. A fence placed too close to the water may create narrow walkways. By

contrast, an enclosure placed too far away may include furniture, play equipment or storage

areas that should remain outside the controlled pool space.

Before finalizing the layout, homeowners should consider:

Which doors lead directly from the home to the backyard

Where children and pets usually play

How guests reach the pool from the patio or driveway

Whether a pool-service company needs regular access

Where pumps, filters, heaters and control panels are located

How furniture, umbrellas and lawn equipment move through the yard

Whether emergency personnel could reach the pool efficiently

Where rainwater collects after a storm

Whether future landscaping could interfere with the fence or gate

Evaluating these details early can help the enclosure function as part of the property rather than



becoming an obstacle after installation.

Gate Placement and Operation

The pool gate is one of the most frequently used and mechanically active parts of the enclosure.

Therefore, its location, width, hardware and swing direction require careful attention.

A gate should generally be placed on a stable and relatively level section of the fence line. Low

areas that collect water may contribute to soil movement or interfere with consistent gate

operation. Nearby plants, furniture and decorative features should not block the gate or prevent

it from opening and closing fully.

The entrance should also follow a practical walking route. Installing a gate far from the patio may

encourage inconvenient movement through the yard. Conversely, placing it directly beside

outdoor furniture may create crowding or place climbable objects too close to the barrier.

Self-closing and self-latching hardware should return the gate to its secured position without

requiring someone to pull or push it closed. Homeowners can test operation by opening the gate

only a few inches, releasing it and repeating the test from wider positions.

A gate that closes from a fully open position but remains unlatched when released from a

smaller opening may need adjustment. Hinges, spring tension, gate alignment and latch

positioning can all affect performance.

Gate Width and Future Access

A narrow pedestrian opening may work for swimmers carrying towels. However, it may not

accommodate everything that eventually needs to enter the pool area.

Before choosing a gate width, homeowners should consider pool-service carts, wheelbarrows,

patio furniture, umbrellas, replacement pumps, mobility equipment, lawn tools and emergency

access.

Some properties may benefit from one everyday pedestrian entrance and a separate service

gate. Even so, every opening must continue to provide controlled closing and latching

performance.

Comparing Pool Fence Materials

Material selection affects visibility, privacy, maintenance and the overall appearance of the

backyard. Several materials may be suitable when the design, height, spacing and gate system

meet applicable requirements.



Powder-Coated Aluminum

Powder-coated aluminum is often selected because it preserves sightlines and resists rust. Open

pickets can allow adults to see the water from nearby patios and windows. Aluminum also works

with traditional, contemporary and Southern residential styles.

Ornamental Iron

Custom ornamental iron can add strength and architectural detail. It may complement historic

homes, masonry columns and formal landscapes. Because Louisiana humidity and rainfall can

affect metal, protective finishes should be inspected and maintained.

Vinyl Fencing

Vinyl can provide privacy without routine painting. However, solid panels may block views from

the home or patio. Homeowners should also consider wind exposure, gate framing and the

amount of airflow the enclosure may affect.

Wood Fencing

Wood offers privacy and a warm, natural appearance. Pine or cedar can also match an existing

yard fence. Still, wood generally requires more maintenance in humid conditions, and the design

should avoid climbable features.

Material alone does not determine whether a barrier is appropriate. Height, spacing, bottom

clearance, hardware, layout and nearby objects must also be considered.

Visibility and Climbable Objects

Open sightlines can make the pool area easier to observe from nearby outdoor spaces. Before

choosing a privacy or open-style enclosure, homeowners can stand at the back door, kitchen

window, patio and outdoor cooking area to picture the finished view.

An open-style fence may preserve more visibility, while a solid fence may provide greater

separation. Neither choice replaces direct supervision.

Furniture and equipment should also remain away from the barrier. Lounge chairs, storage

boxes, coolers, planters, pumps, stacked materials and play structures can create footholds.

Vines and branches may interfere with gate hardware or provide climbing opportunities.

Louisiana Rain and Soil Conditions

Southeast Louisiana’s rainfall and changing soil moisture can affect fence posts and gate



alignment. Water moving through a yard may soften the ground, wash soil away beneath the

barrier or contribute to settling around recently disturbed areas.

These concerns can become more important after pool construction because excavation may

change how water moves across the property.

Homeowners should inspect the proposed fence line after rainfall and note standing water, soft

soil, drainage swales, downspouts, erosion, washout and recently filled ground. The fence should

not obstruct an active drainage path without an appropriate plan. At the same time, drainage

work should not create excessive openings beneath the barrier.

Local Requirements and Permits

St. Tammany Parish requires swimming pools to be enclosed by a permanent fence or wall at

least four feet high, with self-closing and self-latching devices on gate or door openings.

However, requirements may vary by municipality, adopted code, pool design and property

location.

Before ordering materials, homeowners should contact the parish or city permit office

responsible for their address. The local authority can explain permits, inspections, setbacks,

barrier dimensions, gate requirements and other applicable standards.

Homeowners associations may also regulate materials, colors, setbacks and architectural

appearance. HOA approval does not replace a government permit, and a government permit

does not necessarily satisfy private subdivision restrictions.

DIY Pool Fence Planning Tips

Homeowners can complete several useful steps before meeting with a fence contractor.

Photograph the full fence line. Take wide photos from several angles and include the house, pool

deck, equipment, landscaping and drainage areas.

Mark the layout temporarily. Use stakes, flags or a garden hose to represent the proposed

enclosure. Then walk through the yard as though the fence were already installed.

Measure the largest item requiring access. Do not base gate width only on pedestrian use.

Measure lawn equipment, pool-service carts, furniture and large components that may need

replacement.

Review underground utilities. Homeowners should identify irrigation, landscape lighting and

privately installed electrical lines in addition to following the normal utility-marking process.



Check the route after dark. Outdoor lighting may affect how safely people reach the gate. Make

sure the path is visible and free of tripping hazards.

Plan furniture placement. Sketch lounge chairs, dining sets, umbrellas and storage containers

before finalizing the fence line so these objects do not end up directly beside the barrier.

DIY Inspection and Maintenance Tips

A pool fence should be checked routinely and after major storms, landscaping work or

construction near the enclosure.

Test the gate monthly. Open it a few inches, halfway and fully. Each time, release it and confirm

that it closes and latches without assistance.

Inspect the latch and hinges. Look for loose fasteners, rust, misalignment, sagging or plant

growth that may interfere with operation.

Check the ground. Watch for erosion, animal digging, washout or settlement that has enlarged

the opening beneath the fence.

Trim vegetation. Remove vines, branches and shrubs that obstruct the gate or conceal damage.

Move climbable objects. Keep chairs, coolers, planters, ladders, toys and storage containers

away from the enclosure.

Inspect every section. Look for loose pickets, broken boards, damaged panels, corrosion and

missing fasteners.

Never prop the gate open. Move supplies through the entrance and allow the gate to close

immediately afterward.

Frequently Asked Questions

How tall should a pool fence be in Louisiana?

Many Louisiana jurisdictions use four feet as a minimum height. However, homeowners should

verify the rules that apply to their municipality and property.

Does a pool gate need to close automatically?

Pool pedestrian gates are generally expected to be self-closing and self-latching. A properly

adjusted gate should close and secure itself without manual help.

Should the fence separate the pool from the house?



Four-sided isolation fencing is recommended because it separates the pool from the home and

the rest of the yard.

Can an existing backyard fence serve as the pool barrier?

Possibly, but it must satisfy all applicable requirements for height, openings, condition, gate

operation and access.

Which pool fence material works well in Louisiana?

Powder-coated aluminum is commonly chosen for visibility and corrosion resistance. Properly

designed vinyl, wood and ornamental iron may also be appropriate.

Can a privacy fence be installed around a pool?

Yes, when it satisfies the applicable barrier standards. Homeowners should also consider

whether solid panels will block useful views of the water.

How far should a fence be from the pool?

The proper distance depends on the deck, walking space, equipment access, site layout and local

rules.

Do above-ground pools need barriers?

Above-ground pools may require a barrier or secured access system. Ladders, steps and

attached decks must also be considered.

How often should the gate be tested?

A monthly check is practical. The gate should also be tested after storms, soil movement,

landscaping or any impact that may affect alignment.

What causes a pool gate to stop latching?

Common causes include soil movement, settling posts, loose hinges, gate sag, latch

misalignment, debris and plant growth.

When should fence planning begin?

Early coordination is helpful because drainage, decking, landscaping and equipment placement

may affect the final fence layout.



Does a pool fence replace supervision?

No. A barrier is one layer of protection and cannot replace close, continuous adult supervision.

Pool Fence Planning Across the Northshore

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works serves homeowners in Ponchatoula, Hammond, Covington,

Mandeville, Madisonville, Slidell and surrounding areas of Tangipahoa and St. Tammany

parishes.

Additional planning information is available in the related blog post:

https://tonysfencingandiron.com/pool-fence-installation-planning-louisiana/

About Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works provides residential and commercial fence installation throughout

Southeast Louisiana. Services include aluminum pool fencing, wood fencing, vinyl fencing, chain-

link fencing, ornamental ironwork, farm and ranch fencing, custom gates, brick columns and

fence repairs.
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