
State-by-State Analysis of Car Insurance
Premium Increases After Accidents

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, July

15, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

ConsumerCoverage today released a

new state-by-state analysis examining

how auto insurance premiums change

following at-fault accidents across the

United States. The report highlights

significant regional differences in

premium increases and identifies

several factors that influence post-

accident insurance costs.

That difference is becoming more

noticeable across the U.S. States apply

post-accident pricing differently, and

insurers weigh regional risk patterns

heavily while calculating premiums. In

Massachusetts, smaller claims below

certain thresholds may not trigger a

surcharge at all. New York also limits

penalties for some lower-damage accidents involving no injuries. Repeated claims, however,

quickly change the equation.

Nationally, drivers pay about 45% more after an at-fault accident involving property damage.

Accidents involving injuries push the average increase even higher. The jump is around 47%.

The state-wise variation is substantial. According to analysis, Wyoming records one of the

country's lowest average premium increases following at-fault accidents. the country’s lowest

average post-accident increase. Drivers there typically see premiums rise by around 31% after

both property damage and injury-related accidents. Colorado and Delaware also remain

relatively lower, with average increases hovering in the low-to-mid 30% range.

Then there are states moving in the opposite direction. North Carolina

(https://www.consumercoverage.com/auto/state/car-insurance-in-north-carolina) drivers face

some of the steepest increases in the country. Rates jump by roughly 79% after a property

damage accident and close to 90% when injuries are involved. 

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.consumercoverage.com/auto/state/car-insurance-in-north-carolina


Insurance costs are

influenced by far more than

a driver's personal history.

Regional claims data, repair

costs, traffic density, and

local regulations all play an

important role.”

ConsumerCoverage

The report also found that California drivers experience

some of the highest premium increases following injury-

related accidents. Property damage accidents raise

premiums by about 72%, but injury-related claims send the

average increase soaring to nearly 97%.

Massachusetts and New Hampshire also sit well above the

national average, with post-accident premium increases

often crossing the 55% mark. The differences are not

random. A pattern emerges on closer inspection. States

with heavier traffic, denser cities, elevated repair costs, and frequent claims attract steeper

premium jumps.

Report Identifies Key Factors Affecting Premium Increases

We’ve briefly touched upon various factors that can move the needle on your insurance

premiums. Regional variations are brought about by factors like:

• Heavy traffic increases collision risk. Urban states report more rear-end accidents, intersection

crashes, and stop-and-go damage claims.

• Weather adds another layer of risk. Northern states deal with snow and black ice for months.

Coastal regions face hurricanes and flooding. In some areas, heavy rain alone is enough to push

accident claims higher.

• Road conditions also matter. Poor lighting, potholes, worn-out lane markings, and construction

zones make already busy roads even more dangerous.

• Cities and rural areas experience risks differently. Urban regions see more frequent fender-

benders, while rural crashes often involve higher speeds and more severe damage.

• Regional driving habits influence risks. Distracted driving, speeding, aggressive merging, and

uninsured motorists are more likely to cause accidents.

Historical claims data guide insurance companies in pricing policies. States with frequent

accidents generally produce higher repair bills, larger payouts, and greater long-term costs for

insurers. That risk eventually finds its way into premiums. Even within the same state, premium

increases can vary substantially between providers. This indicates that there’s room for

comparison.

The report is intended to help drivers better understand how regional risk factors influence

insurance pricing and encourage consumers to compare coverage options before purchasing or

renewing an auto insurance policy.

About ConsumerCoverage

https://www.consumercoverage.com/auto/state/low-cost-auto-insurance-in-california


consumercoverage.com helps consumers compare insurance options across auto, home, health,

and life insurance. Through independent research, educational resources, and comparison tools,

the company helps consumers make informed insurance decisions.
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