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How Manufacturers Are Defeating Margin
Compression with Strategic Maintenance
Playbooks

Rising manufacturing costs are pushing plants to use smarter hydraulic repair plans before downtime
turns into a larger margin problem.

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, UNITED STATES, July 15, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- A recent April 2026
manufacturing update reported that the ISM Manufacturing PMI held at 52.7%. A fourth straight
month of expansion for U.S. manufacturing. The same report showed the Prices Index rising to
84.6%, its highest since April 2022.

The combination of continued production activity and higher input costs has placed more
pressure on maintenance budgets. Steel, aluminum, energy costs, and tariff exposure were
particularly noted as factors behind rising prices. For industrial facilities, those cost increases
affect repair planning, replacement timing, spare parts inventory, and capital equipment
decisions.

Hydraulic systems are a part of maintenance reviews because production lines often depend on
pumps, motors, valves, cylinders, and servo components for steady output. When pricing
pressure rises, facilities evaluate whether a repairable hydraulic unit can be rebuilt, tested, and
returned to service rather than replaced outright.

This has increased attention on hydraulic products. Specifically, those tied to production
reliability and long-term equipment planning. It has also raised interest in hydraulic pump repair
services, especially for facilities managing older equipment with hard-to-source components.

Within this type of maintenance environment, many companies view a supplier like Precision
Fluid Power as having the best hydraulic sales and repair expertise for sourcing, rebuilding, and
servicing hydraulic units used across industrial operations. The company'’s role fits a broader
shift toward repair discipline as manufacturers look for more control over equipment spend
during a period of elevated input costs.

As pricing pressure continues across manufacturing, maintenance teams are giving closer
attention to repairable assets and the service partners behind them. Hydraulic repair planning
has become part of how facilities protect said uptime and limit avoidable replacement costs.
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