
MLV NORCAL ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL HEAD
COACH ALEX DUNPHY

Major League Volleyball NorCal has named Alex

Dunphy as the inaugural head coach of its professional

volleyball team.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, CA, UNITED STATES, July 15,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Major League Volleyball

NorCal has named Alex Dunphy as the inaugural

head coach of its professional volleyball team,

marking another major milestone as the

organization prepares for its inaugural 2027 season.

A proven leader with championship experience

across the professional, collegiate, and international

levels, Dunphy will lead the competitive vision of

Northern California's first Major League Volleyball

team.

Dunphy joins MLV NorCal after serving as an

assistant coach with LOVB Salt Lake, where she

contributed to the team's run to the league

championship match during the 2026 season. Prior

to entering the professional ranks, she spent four seasons at Stanford University, contributing to

multiple Pac-12 Championships, the 2025 ACC Championship, three consecutive NCAA Regional

Final appearances (2022–24), and a Sweet 16 appearance in 2025.

During her tenure at Stanford, Dunphy developed numerous AVCA All-Americans, conference

award winners, and Academic All-Americans. She also brings extensive national team

experience, most recently serving as an assistant coach for the U.S. Women's U21 National Team

that captured the gold medal at the 2024 NORCECA Continental Championship. 

Dunphy is currently serving as head coach of the U.S. Women’s U19 National Team at the

NORCECA Continental Championship in Costa Rica and will lead the U.S. Women’s U23 National

Team at the Pan American Cup in Nicaragua later this August.

Her coaching background includes stops at Auburn, USC, Minnesota, Pepperdine, and Miami,

http://www.einpresswire.com


along with multiple roles within USA Volleyball's National Team Development Program. A former

USC student-athlete and NCAA National Champion, Dunphy brings elite-level experience, a

championship pedigree, and a passion for developing athletes to MLV NorCal.

"I'm honored to lead MLV NorCal into its inaugural season," said Dunphy. "The opportunity to

launch Northern California's first Major League Volleyball team is a tremendous privilege. We

have the chance to create something that represents this community with pride, competes at

the highest level, and gives our fans a team they can rally behind for years to come."

As MLV NorCal prepares for its inaugural 2027 season, Dunphy will lead the team's competitive

identity, develop players, and establish a culture that reflects the passion, excellence, and pride

of Northern California while helping position the team for long-term success.

"We're thrilled to welcome Alex Dunphy as the inaugural head coach of MLV NorCal," said Co-

General Manager Ashley Dean-Gulbranson. "She is a proven leader with a championship

mindset and a passion for developing athletes and building winning cultures. As we establish the

foundation of this professional volleyball team, we couldn't be more excited to have her leading

the way."

Additional announcements regarding the team's brand identity, home venue, inaugural roster,

and volleyball operations will be shared over the next month as MLV NorCal continues preparing

for its first professional volleyball season in 2027. Fans can stay up to date on all team

announcements, exclusive content, and ticket information by becoming a NorCal Insider.

About MLV NorCal

Fans can stay up to date on all team announcements, exclusive content, and ticket information

by becoming a NorCal Insider.

MLV NorCal is Northern California's professional volleyball team in Major League Volleyball

(MLV), set to begin play in 2027. Backed by an ownership group led by Theresia Gouw, Kerri

Walsh Jennings, Vivek Ranadivé, Zaza and Tika Pachulia, and Brad and Andrea Hilsabeck, the

team is building a high-performance professional volleyball organization rooted in competition,

community, and culture.

Based in one of the most dynamic sports markets in the country, MLV NorCal is designed to

reflect the energy and diversity of the region while creating a best-in-class experience for

athletes and fans alike. More than a professional volleyball team, MLV NorCal is building the

future of the sport in Northern California.
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