
Hakata Isoragi by Hiroaki Iwasa Wins Iron in A'
Interior Design Awards

Hakata Isoragi

Seafood Donburi Restaurant Honored for

Uniting Regional Craft, Cuisine, and

Spatial Design at Hakata Terminal

COMO, CO, ITALY, July 17, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The A' Design

Award has announced Hakata Isoragi,

a seafood donburi restaurant designed

by Hiroaki Iwasa, as a recipient of the

Iron A' Design Award in the Interior

Space and Exhibition Design category.

The A' Design Award is one of the

world's most prestigious recognitions

in the field of interior design,

evaluating works against rigorous

professional and industrial standards.

This designation acknowledges Hakata

Isoragi as an accomplished example of

thoughtful interior design that

balances cultural narrative with

functional performance. Situated

within the historic Hakata terminal building, the project translates the city's geographic and

cultural identity into a unified spatial and culinary experience.

This recognition holds significance for the broader interior design community, as Hakata Isoragi

demonstrates how compact commercial environments can serve as active platforms for regional

culture. The design responds to current industry interest in authentic, place-based storytelling

and sustainable use of local materials. By integrating traditional crafts, preserved foods, and

spatial composition, the project advances established practices in experiential dining and retail

design. For travelers and patrons, the space offers a brief yet immersive encounter with local

heritage and hospitality. The approach illustrates practical value for operators seeking to connect

commercial spaces with cultural meaning.

Hakata Isoragi draws on the city's history as an international gateway and its setting between sea
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and forest. A dark plaster wall, hand-applied with local earth and charcoal, presents tonal

variations that abstractly reference waves of the Genkai Sea. Recessed red display shelves

incorporate Hakata-ori textile, while wood panels and furnishings with pronounced natural grain

evoke the surrounding forests. Individually directed lighting enhances each dish while creating

quiet personal space, with shadow used to reveal material depth. A layered concept allows a

fresh seafood donburi to transform into ochazuke, offering a sequential dining experience

grounded in Japanese sensibility.

The Iron A' Design Award recognition may encourage Hiroaki Iwasa to continue exploring the

relationship between cultural context, material expression, and spatial design in future projects.

The honor reinforces a design philosophy that treats everyday dining as a cultural interface,

potentially informing how regional identity is communicated within commercial environments.

This acknowledgment serves as motivation for the design team and collaborating artisans to

pursue further innovation in food-centered and craft-integrated spaces. The recognition also

affirms the value of evidence-based sensory design as a means of conveying cultural meaning.

Interested parties may learn more about the award-winning design at the dedicated page on the

A' Design Award website.

https://competition.adesignaward.com/ada-winner-design.php?ID=174792

About Hiroaki Iwasa

Hiroaki Iwasa is a holistic architect from Japan with a 30-year career spanning architecture,

products, and landscapes. His practice approaches each project through dialogue and contextual

research, seeking to resolve essential issues and provide designs with new added value. His

broad body of work reflects a commitment to integrating cultural understanding with

contemporary design solutions.

About Isoragi

Hakata Isoragi is a seafood donburi and ochazuke restaurant operated by Tokusui Co., Ltd., a

long-established seafood company founded in 1924. Using fresh local ingredients from across

Kyushu, its seafood is sourced through Tokusui's trusted distribution network. The space

incorporates regional traditional crafts such as Arita ware and Hakata textiles. An adjacent retail

area offers original tableware and Isoragi's own processed foods inspired by local ingredients.

About Hiroaki Iwasa Architects Workshop

Hiroaki Iwasa Architects Workshop is an architectural design office founded in Tokyo in 1998 by

Hiroaki Iwasa with the aim of providing people with a better future. In each project, the

workshop repeatedly researches the situation based on dialogue with the client in order to solve

essential issues and provide designs with new added value. Based on this concept, the studio

has designed a variety of projects surrounding humans, including crafts, products, furniture,

interiors, architecture, and urban design. Its services include architectural design supervision,

space design supervision, and product planning and design.

https://competition.adesignaward.com/ada-winner-design.php?ID=174792


About the Iron A' Design Award Recognition

The Iron A' Design Award is granted to good designs that meet the professional and industrial

standards established by the A' Design Award. In the Interior Space and Exhibition Design

category, works are assessed on criteria including innovative use of space, material selection,

functional layout, color scheme, lighting design, sustainable practice, cultural relevance, and

attention to detail, among other considerations. Recipients are acknowledged for practical

innovation and a solid understanding of design principles demonstrated through their execution.

These designs reflect the skill and dedication of their creators, addressing real-world challenges

through thoughtful and competent solutions. The recognition highlights works that integrate

industry best practices and contribute meaningful quality of life improvements.

About A' Design Award

The A' Interior Space, Retail and Exhibition Design Award is a highly respected competition that

promotes excellence and innovation within the interior design industry. It welcomes a diverse

range of participants, including independent designers, leading agencies, innovative companies,

furniture manufacturers, and established brands, who present their work for international

recognition. Entries are blind peer-reviewed and voted upon according to pre-established

evaluation criteria by an expert jury panel of design professionals, industry experts, journalists,

and academics. Organized since 2008 and now in its 18th year, the A' Design Award is an

international juried competition open to entries from all countries and across all industries,

driven by a philanthropic mission to recognize and promote superior designs that benefit society

and help create a better world. Interested parties may learn more about the A' Design Award,

explore the jury, view past laureates, and submit their projects at the following url:

https://interior-design-award.com
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