
New Amazon #1 Best Seller Challenges
America's Traditional Pathways to College and
Career Success

ESSEX, NY, UNITED STATES, July 20, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- America's Next Dream: Preparing

Students for a World Where the Old Rules No Longer

Apply, by Rick Dalton and Ray McNulty, has become an

Amazon #1 best seller following its global release.

Published by Game Changer Publishing, the book has

quickly gained national attention for its timely

examination of how education, career preparation, and

opportunity must evolve as artificial intelligence,

technological innovation, and changing workforce

demands reshape the future.

As traditional pathways to success become less

predictable, America's Next Dream argues that preparing

students for the future requires more than academic

achievement alone. The book presents a new framework

for helping young people develop the skills, relationships,

and real-world experiences needed to thrive in a rapidly

changing economy. Written for educators, parents, school

leaders, counselors, employers, policymakers, and

community leaders, it invites a national conversation about how schools and communities can

work together to expand opportunity for every student.

Drawing on more than five decades of leadership in education and workforce

development—and experience supporting more than 110,000 students—Dalton and McNulty

explore the intersection of education, mentorship, workforce readiness, and economic mobility.

Through research, practical insights, and compelling stories, they demonstrate how career

exploration, strong mentoring relationships, school-employer partnerships, and the

development of essential skills such as adaptability, resilience, communication, and problem

solving can prepare students for a world where change is constant.

Rather than questioning the value of higher education, the authors argue that the nation must

broaden its definition of readiness and success. In an era of accelerating technological change

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://brilliantpathways.org


and evolving employer expectations, students need multiple pathways to opportunity and the

ability to navigate a lifetime of learning, adaptation, and career transitions.

"America's Next Dream is an invitation to rethink what success can look like for the next

generation," said Rick Dalton, founder and president of Brilliant Pathways. "The goal is not to

tear down existing systems, but to encourage communities to build stronger connections among

schools, employers, higher education, families, and nonprofit organizations so every young

person can discover a pathway that matches their talents and aspirations."

Ray McNulty, Strategic Thought Leader at Brilliant Pathways and a nationally recognized

education leader, emphasized that preparing students for the future is a shared responsibility.

"Schools cannot do this work alone," McNulty said. "Preparing young people for a changing

world requires educators, families, employers, higher education, nonprofit organizations, and

community leaders working together to help students develop the skills, experiences, and

relationships that lead to lifelong opportunity."

Dalton has spent his career expanding educational opportunity through Brilliant Pathways,

helping thousands of students connect their talents with meaningful college and career

pathways. McNulty has devoted decades to advancing educational innovation and leadership at

the state, national, and international levels. Together, they offer a hopeful vision for preparing

students not only for their first job or first credential, but for a lifetime of learning, contribution,

and success.

The book's rapid rise to Amazon #1 best-seller status reflects growing national interest in

reimagining education for a world where the old rules no longer apply.

America's Next Dream: Preparing Students for a World Where the Old Rules No Longer Apply is

available through Amazon and major online booksellers.

For more information about the book and the authors' work, visit https://brilliantpathways.org.
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