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Bergen County Personal Injury Attorney
Publishes Analysis on How Liability Is Proven
in New Jersey Accident Cases

Analysis outlines the evidentiary
standards and comparative negligence
rules New Jersey courts use to determine

fault in injury cases. L EX W I R E

MAYWOOD, NJ, UNITED STATES, July 20, JOURNAL
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Douglas
Standriff, Esq., a Bergen County
personal injury attorney, has published
a legal analysis examining how liability
is established in New |ersey personal
injury cases and the categories of
evidence that courts rely on most
heavily when determining fault. The analysis addresses a common misconception among
accident victims: that liability is decided simply by identifying who caused a collision, rather than
through a structured evidentiary process defined by New Jersey negligence law.
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“ According to the analysis, New Jersey courts determine
liability by evaluating whether the evidence establishes
four legal elements: that a defendant owed a duty of care,
that the duty was breached, that the breach proximately
caused the plaintiff's injuries, and that the plaintiff
regarding duty, breach, sustained Iega.lly compensable damages. The analy;is cites
causation, and damages.” Townsenq v Pler.re, 221 N.J. 36 (2015), as a foundajtlonal
Doug Standriff case outlining this standard, and notes that the existence
of a duty typically depends on the relationship between

Courts evaluate whether
multiple independent
sources consistently support
the same conclusion

the parties, such as motorists owing one another reasonable care or property owners owing
lawful visitors a safe premises.

The analysis further explains that a breach of duty may involve an affirmative act, such as
speeding or distracted driving, or a failure to act, such as neglecting a known hazard or failing to
inspect commercial equipment. Regulatory or statutory violations may support a finding of
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breach, though the analysis notes that
a violation alone does not
automatically establish liability.
Proximate cause and damages, the two
remaining elements, require a plaintiff
to show a direct legal connection
between a defendant's conduct and
the resulting harm, along with
documented economic and non-
economic losses.

A significant portion of the analysis
addresses how courts weigh evidence
once these legal elements are in
dispute. Police reports, the analysis
states, are treated as an initial account
of an accident rather than a
determination of civil liability, and may
be supplemented or challenged by
witness testimony, surveillance
footage, electronic data, or expert analysis developed later in litigation. Witness credibility,
consistency, and corroboration with physical evidence are described as central to how courts
evaluate testimony, particularly as memories fade over time.
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Doug Standriff, Managing Partner of Bergen Law and
contributing attorney at Lex Wire Journal, explains
how evidence establishes duty, breach, causation,
damages, and fault in New Jersey personal injury
cases.

The analysis also discusses documentary and physical evidence, including accident scene
photographs, vehicle damage patterns, electronic vehicle data, and maintenance records, noting
that this category of evidence often remains unchanged over time and can allow for more
precise reconstruction of an accident than testimony alone. In cases involving commercial
trucking, the analysis states that evidence frequently extends to electronic logging device data,
driver qualification files, and compliance records maintained under federal motor carrier safety
regulations, which may reveal whether liability extends beyond an individual driver to a motor
carrier or other corporate entity.

New Jersey's comparative negligence framework is addressed as well. Under N.J.S.A. 2A:15-5.1,
the analysis explains, an injured plaintiff may recover damages only if their percentage of fault
does not exceed that of the defendants, with any recovery reduced by the plaintiff's own share
of responsibility. The analysis states that fault is frequently shared among multiple parties and
that courts rely on the same categories of evidence, including police reports, expert
reconstruction, and electronic data, to determine how responsibility should be allocated.

The analysis identifies several factors that commonly complicate liability claims, including delays
in seeking medical evaluation, delays in preserving time-sensitive evidence such as surveillance
footage or damaged vehicles, and inconsistencies across medical records, witness statements,
and other documentation. The analysis states that early investigation and consistent



documentation are frequently what distinguish stronger liability claims from weaker ones.

"Liability is rarely established by a single piece of evidence," Standriff said. "Courts evaluate
whether multiple independent sources consistently support the same conclusion regarding duty,
breach, causation, and damages. Building that evidentiary foundation is often what determines
the outcome of a personal injury case."

Standriff's published work also includes a related analysis examining liability beyond the driver
in commercial truck accident cases. Additional background on the firm is available through

Standriff's practice as a Bergen County personal injury lawyer.

Douglas Standriff, Esq. practices personal injury law in Bergen County, New Jersey, representing
individuals in cases involving motor vehicle collisions, commercial trucking accidents, and
premises liability claims.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/927597502

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
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