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AFROCENTRIC KEYY REIMAGINES CLASSICAL
MYTHOLOGY THROUGH A BLACK DIASPORIC
LENS IN GARDEN OF THE NINE MUSES

The Brooklyn exhibition celebrates Black
identity, divine femininity, ancestral
memory, and the relationship with visual
art.

BROOKLYN, NY, UNITED STATES, July
20, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Brooklyn-based visual artist Afrocentric
Keyy, also known as Kiarra Elliott,
presented her third solo exhibition,
Garden of the Nine Muses, at Seven
House Gallery in Brooklyn on July 17
and 18, 2026.

The two-day exhibition featured nine
large-scale oil portraits created on
reclaimed wood, with each work
transforming one of the Greek Muses
into a living, multifaceted Black
woman. Rooted in memory, lineage,
creativity, cultural identity, and divine
femininity, the collection invited
audiences to consider one central
question:

What if the Muses had always looked like us?

For more than thirteen years, Afrocentric Keyy has created portraiture centered on Black identity,
ancestry, and cultural memory. Her artistic practice, which she describes as Contemporary Afro-
Realism, combines richly layered oil painting with reclaimed materials to examine the
relationships between history, identity, spirituality, and transformation.

The reclaimed wood serves as more than a canvas. Its knots, rings, scars, and natural grain
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mirror the structure of human DNA,
carrying visible evidence of growth,
endurance, and time beneath every
painted figure. For Elliott, each
brushstroke becomes an act of
ancestral remembrance, honoring the
lives, stories, and cultural traditions
that continue to shape the Black
diaspora.

Throughout the exhibition, the nine
Muses represented history, music,
dance, love, tragedy, comedy,
astronomy, poetry, and sacred thought. Rather than presenting them as distant mythological
ideals, Elliott grounded each figure in the beauty, resilience, complexity, and lived experiences of
Black women across the diaspora.

Each Muse’s hairstyle was chosen with intention, using braids, locs, natural textures, and Bantu
knots as visual languages of ancestry, identity, and cultural memory. Throughout the series, hair
becomes more than adornment—it serves as a bridge between mythology and the living
traditions of the Black diaspora.

Garden of the Nine Muses encouraged visitors to move beyond simply viewing the artwork and
instead enter a space shaped by reflection, storytelling, imagination, and creative discovery. The
exhibition began with an opening-night unveiling and continued with a slower, more intimate

Saturday immersion, allowing guests to engage more deeply with the collection and its themes.

Representatives of the CFC Foundation attended the exhibition to show their support for
Afrocentric Keyy, the local creative community, and the continued growth of Black artists. The
Foundation'’s presence reflected its commitment to uplifting creatives and recognizing the
natural connection between art and fashion as powerful forms of cultural expression,
storytelling, and representation.

By supporting community-based artistic events, the CFC Foundation seeks to help bring greater
visibility to artists, designers, and other creatives whose work celebrates heritage, identity, and
diverse cultural narratives.

Ultimately, Garden of the Nine Muses asks viewers to reconsider where inspiration comes
from—and to recognize that perhaps the Muses have always been among us.

About Afrocentric Keyy:
Afrocentric Keyy, also known as Kiarra Elliott, is a Brooklyn-based visual artist whose work
explores Black identity, ancestry, cultural memory, spirituality, and transformation. For more
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than thirteen years, she has developed a distinctive artistic practice known as Contemporary
Afro-Realism, combining richly layered oil portraiture with reclaimed materials. Through her
work, Elliott centers the beauty, resilience, history, and lived experiences of Black people
throughout the diaspora.

Caribbean Fashion Collective
CFC Foundation

email us here

Visit us on social media:
Instagram

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/928024293

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/9526067
https://www.instagram.com/afrocentrickeyy?igsh=MW5lNzhmODhhOHhlZw==
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/928024293
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

