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K Altman Law Responds to New York City
Special Education Pre-K Expansion as Families
Face Access and Delay Challenges

NYC is expanding special education pre-
K—but families still face delays, denied
services, and lost developmental time.
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WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES, July
21, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- K
Altman Law is highlighting the
significance of New York City's newly
announced $67.5 million investment to
expand special education into pre-K :
classrooms citywide, a move that could  Behind every delayed evaluation is a child who
materially improve access for young doesn't get that time back.

children with disabilities while

underscoring the broader legal and

practical challenges families still face in securing timely, appropriate special education services.

back.

According to Chalkbeat's July 14, 2026, report, “NYC expands high-demand special education

programs into preschool for the first time” (Read about it
“ here.), New York City will use Fiscal Year 2027 funding to
bring specialized pre-K classrooms to 14 school districts
across all five boroughs beginning this fall. The expansion
will make the City’s Nest, Horizon, AIMS, Path, and ACES
programs available at the pre-K level for the first time and
is intended to reduce long travel burdens, expand
evaluations, and improve access to services for preschool
children with autism and developmental delays.

Expanding specialized pre-K
access is a positive and
overdue step, but an
announcement alone does
not resolve the legal realities
many families still confront”
Keith Altman

The reported investment also includes expansion of assessment capacity, additional bilingual
evaluation options, increased staffing, and growth of Special Education Itinerant Teacher
supports in general education preschool classrooms. These developments matter because
delays in identification, evaluation, placement, and implementation at the preschool level can
have long-term educational consequences for children and families.


http://www.einpresswire.com
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"Expanding specialized pre-K access is a positive
and overdue step, but an announcement alone
does not resolve the legal realities many families
still confront," said Keith Altman, founder and
attorney at K Altman Law. "Parents of young
children with disabilities often face evaluation
delays, service gaps, inappropriate placements,
and substantial obstacles to obtaining the
supports their children are entitled to receive.
Early intervention and preschool special
education are time sensitive. When systems do
not move quickly or correctly, children lose critical
developmental time that cannot easily be
restored."

K Altman Law notes that increased investment
can be meaningful, but implementation remains
central. Families frequently need guidance
concerning evaluations, eligibility determinations,
placement disputes, IEP and IESP issues, related
services, compensatory education, transportation, and procedural safeguards. Preschool and
early-childhood cases can become especially urgent when children age into or out of service
categories, encounter waitlists, or are offered placements that do not match their documented
needs.

Keith Altman

The firm further observes that local expansion efforts are unfolding amid continuing uncertainty
in the federal special education landscape. That broader context may increase pressure on
states, school districts, and families to monitor how services are delivered in practice rather than
relying on policy announcements alone.

For families, the practical takeaway is straightforward: preserve evaluation records, IEP or CPSE
documentation, provider reports, school communications, and timelines relating to referrals,
missed services, and placement discussions. In preschool special education matters,
documentation often determines whether parents can effectively challenge delays or
inappropriate decisions.

K Altman Law represents students and families nationwide in education matters involving
disability rights, special education, student discipline, higher education, and related civil rights
issues.

About K Altman Law K Altman Law is a national education law firm representing students,
families, faculty, and professionals in matters involving special education, disability


https://www.kaltmanlaw.com/team

accommodations, student discipline, Title IX, higher education disputes, civil rights, and licensing
issues. The firm advocates for clients in school, administrative, and related legal matters across
the country. kaltmanlaw.com
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/928226433
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