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Inside the Hybrid Genre Shift—What
Chartmetric & Splice Data Reveals

Hybrid genres are no longer fringe
experiments; they are quietly becoming
the backbone of global music listening.
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The joint report, How Hybrid Genres
are Redrawing the Music Map from the
Inside Out, ties together creator
behavior on Splice and downstream
performance on streaming platforms
to explain how new sounds move from idea to mainstream adoption at lighting speeds for many
sub-genres of music.

One of the central findings of this report is that the share of traditional top genres has steadily
declined over the past five years, while hybrid genres continue to expand their footprint.
Chartmetric estimates that the top 10 major genres' share dropped from 46% in 2021 down to
35% in 2026. The decline appears more prominent among mid-level artists, where the major
genre share drops from 39% to 27% over the same period. Meanwhile, the ‘Other’ genre
category has expanded dramatically, accounting for 55% of genre assignments among superstar
artists in 2026 and a whopping 73% among mid-level artists.

For A&R professionals, or those working in catalog and marketing, this means legacy genre
frameworks no longer capture how fans actually consume music day to day. Hybrid categories
continue to combine elements of multiple styles and cultures so they don't sit neatly under the
rock, pop, hip-hop, or dance umbrellas. Yet these seemingly niche, hybrid genres are increasingly
driving more streaming activity.

Chartmetric's analysis highlights that this erosion of traditional genre dominance is measurable
over time, rather than anecdotal. Between 2021 and 2026, Chartmetric identified 73 genres that
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have grown in share among superstar artists. Among that list, the top ten genres suggest that
their hybrid nature is by design. Genres such as Afrobeats, Corridos, Tumbados, and Phonk
combine elements from multiple musical traditions to create a distinct sound that today’s music
listener is increasingly seeking out.

The data shows hybrid genres consistently gaining share in top-artist repertoires and listener
behavior, signaling a structural change in the market rather than a passing trend. For labels and
distributors, the report suggests that relying only on existing genre tags risks underestimating
growth pockets that sit between categories.

By connecting creator data from Splice with streaming outcomes, the report surfaces a critical
timing gap—producers often experiment with new sounds years before those styles show up in
mainstream artist output. This positions producer activity as a leading indicator of future genre
growth, offering A&R teams and publishers a way to track creative innovation before it becomes
visible in charts or playlist ecosystems.

Many of the fastest-growing genres tend to blend electronic production with regional traditions
or revived sounds from earlier eras. Amapiano and Afro House draw from African dance music,
while breakcore, jungle, and breakbeat channel the renewed interest in the ‘90s rave culture.
Meanwhile, emerging microgenres like botanica (25.5x) and jerk (16.1x) are growing just as
quickly, underscoring how producers continue to experiment with new influences and
production techniques. Splice creator data suggests this pattern suggests that genre innovation
is driven by recombination, reshuffling familiar elements into combinations that feel fresh to
listeners.

The report also highlights how regional hybrids and sonic hybrids impact how a particular genre
may grow. Regional hybrids remain anchored to their cultural origins, even as they blend outside
influences. That makes them particularly relevant for territory-specific strategy and local
repertoire investments. Meanwhile, sonic hybrids spread through global online communities and
travel quickly across borders, often via producer networks and digital collaboration rather than
traditional industry infrastructure.

Corridos tumbados is the clearest example of regional hybrid genre, which emerged from a
fusion of traditional Mexican corrido storytelling and trap production. As the global audience for
this genre expanded, its listener base became more concentrated in Mexico—not less. Mexico's
share of Spotify listeners grew from 55% in 2022 to 73% in 2026, while creator interest in the
genre on Splice grew more than 10,000% in the same period. The genre's growth reinforced its
cultural centre rather than diluting it.

That regional hybrid genre pattern repeats with the Amapiano genre remaining firmly rooted in
South Africa, where local listener share increased from 41% to 55% between 2022 and 2026. The
UK drill audience also grew from 35% to 58%, while Brazilian phonk continues to drive listening
in Brazil.



Meanwhile, sonic hybrids operate differently. Rather than emerging from a specific category,
they are defined by their production aesthetics, their internet-native communities, or shared
musical influences. They don't share a singular home market and spread wherever the sound
resonates—often cross-border.

The Afro house genre is Chartmetric's strongest example of a sonic hybrid genre. It is one of the
most geographically dispersed genres in the data, with no market accounting for more than a
small fraction of total activity. The largest market for the genre has also shifted over time,
moving from the United States to Germany. Hyperpop follows the same pattern—the United
States is the largest market for this genre, but it maintains significant listeners across the UK,
Germany, Russia, and Canada. The lofi genre is even more diffuse, with audience share spread
broadly across countries with no dominant center.

The distinction between regional hybrids and sonic hybrid genres matters operationally.
Regional hybrids call for nuanced, market-by-market planning and culturally grounded
partnerships. Sonic hybrids lend themselves to global rollouts and cross-border campaign design
because their audience is already distributed across digital communities. This categorization
gives teams a vocabulary and framework for deciding whether a developing sound is likely to
stay localized or to scale globally, which can better inform marketing spend, touring plans, and
sync targeting.

Chartmetric's report also highlights the clear differences in how platforms participate in the life
cycle of hybrid genres. YouTube tends to help emerging sounds reach global audiences early.
Spotify, on the other hand, reflects where genres become deeply embedded in everyday
listening, showing when a hybrid style transitions from discovery phase into sustained
consumption.

For long-term artist development, the report suggests distinct roles for individual streaming
platforms in genre strategy. YouTube tends to help emerging sounds reach global audiences
early, and may require closer attention to signals and creator communities. Spotify, on the other
hand, reflects where genres become deeply embedded in everyday listening, and can be tracked
through later-stage metrics like playlist placements or completion rates.

By treating producer activity on Splice as an early-warning system, distinguishing between
regional and sonic hybrids, and reading platform-specific signals, teams can build data-informed
genre strategies instead of relying on pure instinct alone. The next wave of genre-defining
sounds is already being made first in creator communities. With analytics from Chartmetric,
these genres can be ‘heard second’ in business decisions driven by early data—before
mainstream listening catches up.

Ashley King
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