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The Alvarez Law Firm Addresses Rising
Juvenile Defense Needs in Northern Virginia
Courts

Alexandria bilingual law firm urges
families to seek immediate legal counsel
when a minor faces charges, before the
intake process begins.

ALEXANDRIA, VA, UNITED STATES, July

22,2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- When a

minor is charged with a criminal THE ALVAREZ LAW FIRM, PLLC
offense in Northern Virginia, the
decisions made within the first 24 to 48
hours often determine whether the
case proceeds to formal court action or resolves through diversion. Yet many families in
Alexandria and the surrounding region navigate those critical early hours without an attorney
present, a gap that The Alvarez Law Firm says consistently produces avoidable consequences for
young clients.
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The Alexandria-based firm, which handles juvenile defense matters across the Alexandria
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court and neighboring Fairfax and Arlington
jurisdictions, is highlighting the importance of early legal intervention as families throughout the
DC metro area increasingly seek guidance on how juvenile proceedings work in Virginia.

Under Virginia law, the intake stage is the first and often most consequential point in the juvenile
court process. An intake officer reviews the complaint and determines whether to dismiss it,
divert it to an informal program, or file a formal petition that triggers full court proceedings. For
first-time and lower-level offenses, diversion can mean the difference between a sealed record
and a formal adjudication that follows a young person into adulthood.

"Most parents don't realize that their child can be interviewed by intake officers before a lawyer
ever enters the picture," said Sylvano Alvarez, Founder of The Alvarez Law Firm in Alexandria, VA.
"Statements made during that stage can shape the entire trajectory of the case. Calling an
attorney immediately, before that interview happens, is the single most important step a family
can take."
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The Alvarez Law Firm represents minors facing a full spectrum of charges, from misdemeanor
offenses such as shoplifting, underage alcohol possession, and school-based incidents to serious
felony allegations including assault, drug distribution, and matters that may involve potential
transfer to adult court. The firm also handles status offense proceedings including truancy
petitions, beyond-control filings, and curfew violations, where families enter the juvenile system
without a criminal charge but still face meaningful court oversight.

A particular focus for the firm is the long-term collateral impact of juvenile adjudications. While
Virginia law affords certain confidentiality protections to juvenile records, those records can
surface during background checks for college admissions, military enlistment, and professional
licensing. The firm pursues record sealing and expungement petitions for eligible clients once
their cases conclude, aiming to remove barriers before they affect the next chapter of a young
person's life.

Northern Virginia's diverse communities add another layer of complexity to juvenile
proceedings. The firm provides complete bilingual representation in English and Spanish
throughout every stage, from the initial consultation through detention hearings, adjudicatory
hearings, and disposition, ensuring that families whose primary language is Spanish receive the
same quality of preparation and advocacy as English-speaking clients.

Families across the region can reach The Alvarez Law Firm at (703) 888-0959 for a free initial
consultation. The firm's office is located at 50 S Pickett St, Suite 110, Alexandria, VA 22304.

About The Alvarez Law Firm

The Alvarez Law Firm, PLLC is a full-service law firm in Alexandria, Virginia providing bilingual
legal representation in English and Spanish across personal injury, criminal defense, family law,
immigration, and estate planning. Founded by Sylvano Alvarez, Esq., a cum laude graduate of the
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law, the firm serves clients
throughout Northern Virginia including Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax, Falls Church, McLean,
Reston, Springfield, and Vienna. The firm maintains a 4.9-star rating across more than 100 client
reviews and handles personal injury cases on a contingency fee basis. For more information, visit

https://alvarezlawfirm.net/ or call (703) 888-0959.
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