
High-Concept Films Face New Production
Challenges as Studios Reassess Project
Development Strategies

Producer Ziang Cheng

BEIJING, CHINA, July 24, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

At the beginning of 2026, the high-concept suspense

film Extreme Judgment, developed by the team

behind Searching, was released simultaneously in

China and the United States. Set in a near-future

world, the film follows a protagonist who must prove

his innocence to an AI judge within 90 minutes. By

integrating desktop filmmaking techniques, science-

fiction concepts and virtual production technologies,

the film explored new possibilities for presenting

complex narratives within a controlled cinematic

environment.

The exploration of innovative storytelling

approaches is also emerging in other film markets,

as filmmakers continue seeking new ways to

combine narrative complexity with production

efficiency. In China, the psychological suspense film

Drunken Woman represents another approach to

high-concept genre filmmaking, using structured

narrative design and production coordination to

explore themes of time, perception and human choices.

During the film’s preparation process, producer Ziang Cheng and the production team developed

a workflow covering script development, character design, visual planning and production

coordination. By dividing the project into different development stages, the team assessed

technical requirements, scheduling arrangements and resource allocation to support production

planning. The film explores themes involving time, personal choices and individual conflicts

through a multi-layered narrative structure.

Following the completion of the production planning process, the team established a structured

approach to managing creative and technical elements throughout the filmmaking process. The

workflow helped coordinate script development, visual design and production resources,

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://pro.imdb.com/name/nm18711783/?ref_=tt_fm_name


providing an execution framework for implementing the film’s complex narrative structure.

Drunken Woman was later selected for the Macau International Movie Festival, marking its

participation in an international film event and expanding its engagement with the broader film

community.

The production of Drunken Woman highlights the evolving role of producers in high-concept

filmmaking, where creative vision increasingly depends on effective planning, coordination and

execution.
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