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Approximately 12% of Americans Move Every
Year and the Environmental Cost Adds Up

U.S. Census data shows 11.8% of
Americans moved in 2024, highlighting

the often-overlooked environmental
impact of large-scale residential mobility. '

NY, UNITED STATES, July 27, 2026 = Stack
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Residential
Mobility Remains a Defining U.S.
Trend

According to newly released U.S.
Census Bureau data, residential
mobility remains a defining feature of
life in the United States. In 2024,
approximately 11.8% of Americans
changed residences, continuing a long-
standing trend that affects housing
markets, transportation systems, and local economies nationwide.

Stack Moves Sustainble boxes

The Census Bureau’s American Community Survey indicates that tens of millions of people

relocate each year for reasons including employment changes, housing affordability, family
needs, and education. While the economic and social

“ implications of these moves are frequently analyzed, their

environmental impact is less commonly discussed despite

Residential mobility is often _
the scale involved.

overlooked in sustainability
discussions, even though it

touches millions of Each household move typically requires packing materials,

households each year.” tra:]nsportatlon resources,.l‘la.nd ter:rﬁ)orarilciglstlcs SUﬁport.
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Environmental Implications of Large-Scale Household Moves


http://www.einpresswire.com

Industry observers note that a single residential move can generate dozens of pounds of waste,
much of it tied to short-term or single-use materials. Cardboard boxes, plastic wrap, and
protective fillers are often discarded shortly after relocation, even when recyclable alternatives
exist.

As a result, broader conversations have emerged around how eco-friendly moving solutions can
be incorporated into relocation logistics without altering the fundamental purpose of residential
moving services. These discussions often focus on material reuse, waste reduction, and more
efficient planning.

Environmental researchers have also highlighted that moving represents a concentrated
moment of consumption. Downsizing, discarding unused belongings, and reorganizing
household goods frequently occur during relocation, presenting opportunities to reassess
material use and disposal habits. When paired with operational planning that prioritizes reuse
and efficiency, these moments can reduce overall environmental strain.

Industry Response and Evolving Sustainability Considerations

Within the relocation and logistics sector, companies have begun evaluating how operational
decisions align with broader environmental benchmarks. This includes examining packaging
choices, transportation efficiency, and long-standing reliance on disposable supplies. Over time,
these shifts reflect growing attention to sustainable moving practices across the industry.

Packaging materials account for a measurable share of municipal solid waste, according to
environmental agencies. As awareness of this impact increases, more attention is being placed
on strategies that allow households to reduce moving waste while maintaining the safety and
organization of their belongings.

With more than one in ten Americans relocating each year, residential mobility remains a
consistent part of national life. As Census data continues to inform housing and demographic
analysis, the environmental dimension of moving is becoming an increasingly visible
consideration for researchers, policymakers, and industry stakeholders alike.

About Stack Moves

Stack Moves is a U.S.-based provider of reusable moving bins designed to offer a practical
alternative to traditional cardboard boxes for residential and commercial relocations. The
company delivers clean, stackable plastic bins and dollies directly to customers’ doors and
retrieves them after the move is complete, helping to streamline packing and unpacking. Stack
Moves focuses on sustainability and efficiency in the relocation process by limiting single-use
materials and waste.


https://www.stackmoves.com/
https://www.stackmoves.com/sustainability/
https://www.stackmoves.com/moving-boxes-vs-plastic-bins/
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