
Cradle of History: Gfoeller Renaissance
Foundation and Partners Bring Armenia’s First
Cave Museum to Life at Areni-1

Areni-1 - Cave Entrance

Days after securing a landmark UNESCO

Tentative List spot, Armenia's 6,000-year-

old Areni-1 cave artifacts are getting a

state-of-the-art museum.

MIAMI, FL, UNITED STATES, July 30,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation (GRF),

in strategic partnership with the “Areni-

1 Cave” Scientific Research Foundation

and leading telecommunications

provider Viva, is proud to announce a

major collaborative initiative to create

Armenia’s first-ever, world-class cave

museum. Designed to advance

science-based tourism, support the site's recent nomination to UNESCO’s World Heritage

Tentative List, and preserve globally significant archaeological heritage, this landmark project

marks a transformative moment for the protection of human history in the South Caucasus.

Our final goal is to create a

archaeological park.”

Boris Gasparyan, Founder of

Areni-1 Cave Research

Foundation

For nearly two decades, excavations at the Areni-1 cave

complex (popularly known as the "Birds' Cave") have

rewritten the textbooks of human development. A unique,

dry microclimate sealed under ancient organic layers has

preserved exceptional traces of history from the early

stages of humanity's formation to the present

day—spanning a timeline from when the region emerged

from a prehistoric ocean to the height of the Chalcolithic (Copper Age) period 6,000 years ago.

The Areni-I Cave is a time capsule containing the remains of a vanished civilization that

flourished six thousand years ago, in the Chalcolithic period, on the temporal boundary between

the Neolithic period and the Bronze Age. The cave was also a center of the high technology of

that period. Beyond winemaking, it housed forges for smelting copper, loom weights for cloth

weaving, and the remains of the earliest discovered textiles.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6967/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6967/


Areni-1 - Cave Museum Interior Stairs Cabinets

Areni-1 - The Worlds Oldest Leather Shoe

Areni-1 - The Cosmic Vessel

A Sanctuary of Universal Discoveries

The Areni-1 site represents an

unparalleled window into the material,

technological, and spiritual worldview

of society six millennia ago. Recently

registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage

Tentative List under "Areni-1 Cave:

Prehistoric Life and Winemaking in the

Arpa River Gorge," the cave has yielded

discoveries of global value, including:

The World's Oldest Leather Shoe: A

perfectly preserved 5,500-year-old hide

shoe, predating Stonehenge and the

Egyptian pyramids.

The Earliest Known Winery: A

complete, 6,100-year-old winemaking

infrastructure featuring a clay press,

fermentation vats, and storage jars.

Technological Milestones: The region’s

most complete early metalworking

cycle, showcasing the entire

evolutionary chain from raw copper

ore to finished, re-melted products.

Organic Preservation: Rare prehistoric

textiles, wooden artifacts, straw

apparel, and dried fruits that normally

decay over time.

The "Cosmic" Ceramic Jar: The focal

point of the museum's upcoming

collection—a beautifully decorated,

colorful jar holding deep ritualistic and

astronomical significance.

A Dual-Hall Vision: Infrastructure and

Security

The planned cave museum will feature

two meticulously engineered exhibition

halls embedded within the cave itself.



Areni-1 - Cave Archaeological Excavation Area

The project goes far beyond standard

tourism development; it requires a

highly sophisticated, unified

management system, advanced

microclimate-sensitive displays, and

rigorous security to protect these

delicate artifacts in situ.

"Creating a cave museum is an

incredibly complex task. It requires

developing a precise scientific concept

and highly specialized infrastructure,"

said Boris Gasparyan, founder of the

“Areni-1” Cave Research Foundation

and researcher at the Institute of

Archaeology and Ethnography of the National Academy of Sciences. "Viva’s generous support is

allowing us to completely furnish the museum, providing the showcase infrastructure and

security needed to safely display and continuously rotate the thousands of ceramic, textile, and

metal artifacts we have unearthed."

"The cornerstone of our partnership is to develop science-based tourism through the

preservation of archaeological heritage," added Armen Avetisian, General Director of Viva. "We

are establishing a complete chain between excavation, preservation, and presentation—giving

tourists from across the globe the opportunity to truly 'communicate' with our shared human

heritage." Learn more at viva.am 

A 25-Year Legacy: A Call to Action for Global Philanthropy

While immediate funding from Viva has secured the foundational security and display

infrastructure, the ultimate vision for the Arpa River Valley requires extended global support. The

project encompasses not just the Areni-1 cave mouth, but the entire archaeological ecosystem of

the surrounding Arpa River Valley, including newly identified ancient fortresses, canals, and ritual

sites.

The Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation—which has dedicated a quarter-century to conducting

archaeological and scientific research illustrating Armenia’s fundamental importance in the

evolution of human civilization—is spearheading the international fundraising campaign. This

campaign ensures the long-term sustainability, research continuity, and educational outreach of

the cave museum. GRF’s involvement will fund the next critical phases: shaping the permanent

exhibition, backing ongoing scientific analysis, and expanding experimental archaeology

programs.

By investing in the Areni-1 Cave Museum, international donors and philanthropic partners are

not merely funding a museum—they are safeguarding a vital link in the chain of human

https://www.viva.am/en/news/detail/2025/12/25/viva-joins-the-creation-of-a-cave-museum


civilization and driving sustainable economic life in the Vayots Dzor region.

Interactive Experience: Explore the site via the 3D Virtual Tour of Areni Cave.

Official UNESCO Status: View the site entry on the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List.

The Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation invites institutional donors, cultural heritage advocates,

and global citizens to join this historic mission to bring the wonders of the Chalcolithic era to the

world stage.

About the Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation (GRF) & Its Founders

Established in 2001, the Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation is a private scholarly institution

dedicated to conducting pioneering archaeological and scientific research in Armenia.

The foundation was co-founded by U.S. Ambassador Michael Gfoeller (ret.), a distinguished

diplomat, author, and philanthropist. Over a 26-year diplomatic career, Ambassador Gfoeller

served extensively across Eastern Europe and the Middle East—including a vital posting in

Yerevan, Armenia. A member of the Council on Foreign Relations, his career includes serving as

the Senior Political Advisor to General David Petraeus at U.S. Central Command, advising on

energy policy in Brussels, and later directing international government relations in the private

sector for ExxonMobil. An expert on the Caucasus, he authored United by the Caspian through

Georgetown University and has published extensive books on traditional architecture and

archaeology in Armenia, Turkey, Egypt, and Burma.

He co-founded the foundation with his twin brother, Joachim Gfoeller, Jr., a veteran private

equity and venture capital investor. A member of the Council on Foreign Relations, his career

spans leadership roles across finance, international business, and corporate governance,

including service on numerous corporate boards of directors. He holds degrees from Ohio State

University, the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), and the Wharton

School at the University of Pennsylvania.

Through GRF, the Gfoeller brothers turn their philanthropic passion toward supporting

excavations and research activities that protect the world's most vulnerable, significant historic

sites for future generations.

About Viva (Viva Armenia CJSC)

Viva is Armenia’s leading telecommunications operator and digital ecosystem pioneer, capturing

over 56% of the mobile market share with more than 2.3 million active subscribers. Founded in

2004, the company marked its landmark 20th anniversary of operations. Today, Viva is co-owned

by the Cyprus-based Fedilco Group Limited (80%) and the Republic of Armenia (20%). As the

nation’s top technological innovator, Viva introduced Armenia's first 4G and 5G networks and

operates a state-of-the-art corporate infrastructure encompassing converged mobile, fixed-line

broadband, TV, and data center cloud services. Committed to the highest international standards

https://tapestry.cyark.org/content/areni-cave


of corporate social responsibility (ISO 26000), Viva is one of the country's largest taxpayers and a

primary driver of Armenia's cultural preservation and digital transformation. Learn more at

viva.am.

Media Contact & Fundraising Inquiries

Ambassador Michael Gfoeller (ret.)

The Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation Inc

168 NE 44th St

Miami, FL 33137, United States

Phone: 813-995-3065

EIN: 47-2113218

Tax Status: 501(c)(3) Private Operating Foundation

Campaign & Donation Page Link: https://www.gfoellerrenaissancefoundation.org/areni-1

Media Assets & Usage

Photos - “Areni-1” Cave Museum: Attached 5 JPEGs

Photos & Video Archive (ZIP): Download from mbf.cc/nFjroG

Media Usage & Permission: Permission is hereby granted to press outlets, publishers, and

scientific journals to reproduce the attached images and video materials solely for editorial and

educational coverage related to this announcement.

Mandatory Photo & Video Credit: © The Areni-1 Cave Scientific Research Foundation and the

Gfoeller Renaissance Foundation
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